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PREFACE. 



This Book was written partly in the saddle and 
partly in the tent, and ahnost wholly amid the scenes 
and adventures which it describes. It should therefore 
not be lacking in local colour. 

The explorations and events recorded were incidents 
of a residence in Syria during nine stirring years, and 
companions in the dangers and enjoyments are still 
with us. 

The work — some chapters of which have already 
appeared — has been edited in the fresh light of new 
inscriptions and fuller investigations, and aims at giv- 
ing a picture, in outline only, of the living past and 
the living present under consideration. The East moves 
slowly, and few changes in light or shadow call for 
alteration in tone or setting consequent on delay in 
publication. 

I am indebted to Dr. Mackinnon of Damascus, and 

Dr. Macphail of Edinburgh, for the use of recently 

taken photographs in Baslian ; and I am under special 

obligations to the publishers for the creditable manner 

in which they have produced the Book on both sides 

of the Atlantic. 

WILLIAM WRIGHT. 

WOOLSTHORPE, NORWOOD. 
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During ten years, I had seen many tourists arrive at 
Damascus, tatier as devotees to gaze on this queen of 
ruins; but owing to the expense, danger, and general 
hardshi[)8 of the journey, few "f the niullitiide liad been 
permitted to look upon her beauty. Of these few, fewer 
still had free leisure to become acquainted with all her 
charms. 

I may consider myself the most forlunate of tourists, 
in that I twice succeeded in visiting Palmyra under the 
most favoumhle circumstances, and without stepping far 
out of the ciicle of my ]>rofcssional duties. I shall take 
my readei^ by my latest route, tlirougli a region seldom 
explored, and by an easy [lath, witli water at n.-guhir 
intervals. 



PALMYRA AND ZENOBIA, 3 

As my first trip to Palmym was made in the ordinary 
prescribed manner, I shall get it out of the way as quickly 
as possible, and only refer to it again to illustrate or 
supplement my second. It consisted of long, weary 
marches, day and night, along the middle of an uninterest- 
ing plain, extending in an eastern direction, with moun- 
tains like walls running most of the way on either side. I 
left Damascus on the 20th March, 1872, and reached Pal- 
myra in four days ; but as the road was monotony itself, 
I came back to Damascus at one stretch, and my mare 
trotted into Damascus almost as fresh as she had trotted 
out of Palmyra. This long ride, which was beset with 
adventures, I shall describe further on. 

From the time of my first trip to Palmyra, the people 
of Karyetein, where I spent a night, never ceased to urge 
me to establish a school among them, and I had promised 
to revisit them in the spring of 1874. During that spring 
the Bedawin plundered the whole eastern borders of Syria. 
Cai*avan after caravan with Bagdad merchandise was 
swept off into the desert. The British Bagdad post, 
sacred in the most troublous circumstances, had been 
seven times plundered, the letters had been torn open 
and strewed over the plain, and the postman, without 
camel or clothes, left to perish, or find his way as he lx?st 
could to human habitation. Spearmen, like swarms of 
locusts from the east, spread over Jebel K;ilamoun, and 
having slain the shepherds, and stripped any men or 
women who fell in their way, drove before them all the 
flocks and herds of the region. 
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Feeble fanaticism held sway in the city, and absolute 
anavcliy reigned in the rural districts; and so great 
wiis the terror of the peasantry, that, though they were 
actually starving, they could not move from their vil- 
lages, except ill large armed bodies, and even thus 
they sometimes fell a prey to the Ishmaelites. 

In this state of the country, I had almost given up 
my promised visit, when two daring explorers, the Hon- 
ourable C F. P. l^erkeley and wife, arrived in Damascus. 
Coolness and courage had carried them safely through 
Peti-a and Kiirak, and all the trans-Jordanic regions, 
where they were sometimes beset with savage and furious 
mobs. Their faces were set towards Tadmor, and the 
prospect of danger only gave a keener zest to the 
projected tour. A common i merest drew us together, 
and J was able to avail myself of their escort and pleasant 
society, in return for topt)<riaphical knowledge, and an 
acciuaintance with the people and their ways. The season 
was already far advanced for making the journey to Pal- 
myra, and so we resolved to start at once. 




SOFFIT OUVAMENT OF TEMl'LL t'KLL DOOR. 




CHAPTER II. 



ON the 25th May, 1874, we left Straight Street. 
Damascus, at nine o'clock a,m. As we passed out of 
the city, we saw green vegetables beginning to make their 
appearance in the markets, and jaundiced-looking apricots, 
ripened in the baths, were being eagerly puicliased and 
greedily devoured by the famine-stricken people. A little 
beyond Bob Tuma, Thomas' Gate, where once stood St. 
Thomas' Church, the site of which is now unknown, 
we turned out of the straight road to Palmyra, into a 
shady lane to the left. We had planned our route 
through the highlands of Jebel Kalamoun, that we 
might visit the interesting towns and mission schools 
of that region, while escaping the great heat of the 
plains. 

On most maps of Syria, the Anti-lebanon appears as 
a huge caterpillar, laid side hy side and iiarallcl with 
Mount Lebanon; but the Anti-lebanon consists of a series 
of mountain ranges, some of which run parallel with 
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Lebanon and sink into the great Hums plain, while some 
twist off in a more eastern direction, and shoot out into 
the desert. The most eastward and desertward of these 
ranges rises into Ilermon at the one end, and sinks into 
Palmyra at tlie other; and the part of this latter range 
which lies north-eiist of Damascus is generally known as 
Jebel Kalamoun. 

Our shady lane, through the orchai-ds of Damascus, 
was overhung with great spreading walnuts, trellised 
with vines, and on either side wei-e apricots beaded with 
new fruit, and thickets of pomegranate with scarlet 
Wossoms bursting forth like handfuls of crumpled silk. 

Half an hour from the city we crossed the Taura 
(Pharpar), a river of Damascus, a little below where a 
cotton manufactory was established with English machin- 
ery, and under English superintendence. The English 
workmen, however, found great (Ulliculty in getting 
their wages, and tliey were kept in unhealthy lodging^s, 
until three out of four died, and the survivor i-eturned 
home broken in heart and constitution, and with experi- 
ences sufHcient to deter others from Ix^ing allured into 
similar service by the prospect of high wages. 

Bevond the bridtre, we met a ])arty with a few sacks 
of new barlev, artificially ripened, and carried on the 
backs of donkeys into tlie city ; and we saw fields of 
barley pulled and left on its side to ripen, tliat it might 
be in time for the famine prices. 

An hour from Damascus we passed through Burzeh, 
a Moslem village, where there is the sanctuary of 
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Abraham, and where the people still talk familiarly 
of "good King Ibrahim," though the names of Sultan 
Selim and Salah ed-Din (Saladin) have already almost 
passed from local tradition. Here we struck into the 
mountains to the left by a pass up a gorge, parallel 
to the sublime gorge of the Barada, by which tourists 
enter Damascus, and much resembling it, but on a 
smaller scale. 

Our road lay up a fine mountain torrent, through 
which our horses splashed and tumbled. Once a 
Damascus Moslem was riding up the same gorge, and 
he had his leg broken by the falling of his horse. 
When dying he left a sum of money to make a road 
through the pass, to prevent the repetition of such 
accidents as cost him his life. The money, after lying 
many years in the wrong place, was unearthed by an 
English engineer; but it found its way into Moslem 
hands once more, and in summer, when the pass was 
bone dry, a road was made along the bottom of the 
ravine. The fact of the Turks having made a road 
themselves was published in the papei-s, and people 
wondered. The road was made chiefly of dr)"^ dust, 
pressed down by the palms of the hands and the bare 
feet of the workmen and workwomen ; and though it 
had been only one 3^ear made when we passed through, 
not a vestige of it remained. 

In less than half an hour we issued from the gorge 
at M&raba, a Moslem village, clinging to a bare rock 
overhanginfiT the water. We turned up the western 
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side of the ridgt* through which we had come, by a 
narrow valley full of fragrant walnuts, and white- 
stemmed poi)lsus, and green corn as high up as the 
soil was weltered, and no higher, calling to mind the 
words of the prophet^ " And everything shall live 
whither the river cometh '' (Ezek. xlvii. 9). 

We lunched in a lovely green meadow, under the 
trees, near the village Et-Tell, and then continued our 
coui-se in the track of the water past Menin, a village 
which, like Kt-Tell, contains many remains of ancient 
buildings. Tliis part of our nmte was charming. We 
had left the stcaniing city l)chin(l, and we were con- 
tinually getting up out of tlie heated plain. Here 
and tlicre we had pleasant shade, and everywhere the 
sparkling water murnuired past us, and every vista 
and every einincn(?e sup[)lic(l pictures of blending land- 
sca])cs, such as are rarclv seen even in Svria. 

ii(Mc our i)arty was teni[)orarily broken up. We had 
agreed to spend the lirst night at Mfiloula, i)Ut my com- 
[)anions' guides had directed tlic tents to Saidenaya, 
and so 1 had to ride on alone, as 1 had arranged to 
visit the mission schools of Yabroud and Nebk on the 
followint; dav. 

1 i)assed the fortress convent of Saideiiaya, perched 
on a high rock, up whi(^li hewn steps lead to a small 
door, the onlv entrance. This convent contains a crowd 
of ignorant, idle women, and is famous for a i)icture 
painted by St. Luke, which distils a fluid very eflica- 
cious for eye complaints, and for replenishing the coffei's 
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of the convent. The picture wiia once stoleii, but in 
the hiinils of the thief it became changed into HeBh, 
and continues so to this day. I once tried hard to see 
this miraculoua picture. I urged the cruelty of keeping 
a thing of fiesh and blood so closely confined, and the 
advantages that might be expeulutl from ii littk' fre^b 
air. I waa also very liberal, iiitd tiled to bribe my 



hostess, who was not fair, but it was all in vain. I 
oould not see it and live, aud so I was spared the sight. 
This mirncle has attained to an antiquity resitectable 
in theae days. Nearly two hundred years ago, Henry 
Maundi-ell found the fame of the picture,' and the 

> At ft very early period tbe picture waa aupposed to repMMnt tlie 
Virgin Mary. There ia u Latin SIS. Ju the Library of Trinity College, 
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reputation of the establishment, about the same as they 
are now. But they have a new miracle to boast of in 
the convent of Saidena3'a. 

In 1860, many Christians took refuge in the con- 
vent, and they were there for a time in a state of siege. 
There is no well in the convent, and only a cistern in 
which the rain-water from the roof is preserved. But, 
wonderful as it may seem, the water in the cistern 
swelled up to the brim, and overflowed in a stream all 
the time that the wicked Druzes hovered about the 
convent. Could I disbelieve the miracle when I was 
told of it by a lady who actually saw it take place, and 
pointed out to me the very spot? It is mucli to be 
regretted that tliis miracle took i)lacc in such an out- 
of-the-way convent ; but even thus, I have no doubt, 
it will yet receive the fame it merits. 

My path lay along tlie eastern side of the mountain 
range on which Saideii&ya stands. The range has a 
sea-washed crest, showing in its length a clear tide-line. 
Though the mountains were bare and without vegetation, 
there were in several i)laces little flocks of goats and 
sheep, attended by very small, half-naked shepherds, burnt 

Dublin, consisting of a Guide Book to Palt^stine, written about i:>o() a.i>. 
The picture is tlius referred to: "Ten miles from Damascus is the city 
of SaidenSya, in which is the venerate image of the glorious \'irgin Mary, 
which was brought from Jerusalem. This blessed image was entirely 
converted into a fleshy substance, so that it ceases not night and day to 
emit a sacred oil, which the pilgrims who come tliere from every quarter 
carry away in little glass jars. No Saracen can live in this city ; they 
always die within a year." 
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brown. The red plain had been scratched in several 
places, but the " thin ears blasted with the east wind " 
showed that, as on the six previous years, the crop of 
the region was about to be a complete failure. 

In this solitary ride I met only one part)*^ of men. 
They were village recruits, who had been taken by con- 
scription. Handcuffs in Syria are of a most primitive 
kind. A piece of a tree, eighteen inches long and eight 
inches in diameter, is split up ; a place is hollowed out 
across the split, and the two wrists being placed in the 
groove, the two pieces are nailed together with large 
spikes. Each recruit had his hands nailed up, and the 
party was being driven into Damascus by one mounted 
dragoon. The sticks had Ixjcii so unskilfully fitted that 
some of their wrists were bleeding, and the poor fel- 
lows were all lame and hungry. He would be a real 
benefactor who would suj)ply Turkey with a few thou- 
sand pairs of civilized handcuffs. 

In less than three hours I tiu-ned to the left, through 
a narrow cleft in the mountain, and then wound up and 
down its western side, till I reached the Greek Catholic 
convent of Mdloula. About eight o'clock I reached the 
small iron portal, which opened to my first tap, and I 
found myself in a quadrangle with a two-storied range 
of rooms running all round it. Instead of nuns, as at 
Saiden&ya, a great drove of mountain cows were housed 
in the court at night, and the place was kept by two 
agricultural monks and two "stout daughters of the 
plough." 
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My servfkTit, who had preceded me, had mj led erected 
in an aeriai cell, aiid tlie kindly old priest brought me 
a bottle of native wine, and what was better still, fresh 
eggs and milk. 

It is only fiiir to statt! that the priest wlio honoured 
me with liis i; to value more highly 

than 1 did thii n," which maintains iu 

its neighbourho ice it held in the days 

of Ezekiel. In i contents of the bottle 

went down, the ertiiiner rose, and till a 

very late hour h es of the place, natural 

and suiieriiiiLUT'a: ly driven into the land 

of dreams. r 

Next morning I was on the roof of the convent when 
the first shafts of rosy light sliot over the eastern monn- 
tains. The upper convent stands near the edge of a 
fearful preeipii'c on a ledge of ruek whirli seems driven 
wedge-like into a deep break in the nionnlain. Creeping 
close to tlie I'llge of the precipice, I looked over, and 
Iwneath me I Haw tlie most picturesque town in Syria, 
perhaps the most remarkable in some respects in the 
world. The cliffs rise several hundred feet over the 
village, and the houses stick like swallows' nests one 
above the other about the bases of the cliffs. The flat 
roofs looked like the steps lA a great ladder up the 
side of the mountain. 

The Creek convent heiicath. Mnr Therkla. is wedged in 
under a Inigc ledge of ini[>eiiiling mountain, and a door 
opens out of the living roik. TJie areJi u!' IJiu roof is 
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supported by a slender column, which seems to mock the 
crushing weight above. The deep valley below is full 
of liuge blocks that have fallen from the mountain, and 
the pendant cliflfs are cracked and fissured, and seem 
ready to follow into the ravine. As I stood on a half- 
detached ledge that overhung the houses, I almost held 
my breath, lest the huge mass should plunge madly 
down among the human nests, bringing instant death 
to hundreds. 

The scene was lovely as well as strange. Behind, 
the red hill curved around like a vast amphitheatre, 
and on either side the mountain cliflfs stood up like the 
sides of a great portiil. In front, the gardens opened 
out like a fan from the mouth of the gorge. These 
gardens, green with the many shades of walnut, and pop- 
lar, and bay, and cypress, and growing corn, terminated 
abruptly in a flat chocolate-coloured plain, around which 
rose tawny hills, in some places bleached white. Eagles 
soared and wild j^igeons swarmed about the cliflfs above ; 
and the air beneath was full of swallows, which darted 
in and out under the projecting ledges ; and there were 
several families of Syrian nuthatches — some of them 
rare specimens, even in Syria — which swung and sput- 
tered about the brows of the cliff?;. 

The commimication between the upper convent and 
the village is ditTicult. On either side of the wedge 
on which the convent stands, and against which the 
houses are stuck, there is a rent or deep fissure separat- 
ing it from the mountain. I descended through the 




rent on the south- weif tern siilu by a narrow path wil 
stone st('|)H cut in the rock. I found the peoitle 
Mfiloiila ;i.s interesting as thtiir villuge. They speak 
ancient Syriao language, though most of tliem can al 
speak a Httk Arabic, but with a Syriac accent. 

M&loula is oup of villages where the 

laiiguagi; of tl » has not yet completed 

it« tiiumph. Jub-"Adiii, neighbouring 

villages, the p im&, and all speak Syriac i . i 

so that while 16 prophet has prevailed, 

the language i onquered the conquerors. 

In M&loula it , Many of the people are 

still Chi-istianBv t of them hold by their own oM 

huiguage. In all other villages in Syria the language of 
the Koran is the language of the people. 

I asccriilcd to the convent through the northern rent, 
in the bottom of which runs the stream of the village. 
The walls rose to a height of two hundred feet on either 
side, showing a very narrow strip of sky above. The cliffs 
are full of chamhurs, and closets oj-ieniiig off chaniliers, 
and there are hundreds of tomhs all chiselled out of the 
solid rock. The village is of liigh antiquity, as the Greek 
inscriptions reach back to the first century of onr era; and 
the rock-hewn chanibei's, which served for human habitat- 
tions before the peojile learned from the swallows their 
present -style of architecture, point donlilless fo ii very 
remote period. 
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CHAl'TER III. 



r TAVING tlioroaghly explored the villjige, ami paul 
■'■ ■'■ for my lodging as at an inn, I took leave of the 
simple-hearted old monk, and stai'ted for Yahr'oud, In a 
quarter of an hour I had got up out of the amphitheatre 
or basin, at the bottom of which Mdloula stands, anil juat 
as I gained the level plateau I camu on a party of very 
savage-looking men fitting round an artificial tank nf 
stagnant water. Tliey were clothed in black slicciiskin 
coats, with the woolly side out, and they were armed 
with clubs and swords and skin-covered sliields. They 
were a party of Kurds on their way to Damascus, and 
just such a party as constantly murder and rob solitary 
travellers. We measured each other's strength, and 
saluted formally. 

A ride of three hours over swelling bills, with a range 
of slate-coloured mountains on the right, and a wide red 
plain stretching away to distant mountains on the left, 
brought us to a gorge in the mountain chnked with vege- 
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tation. Beyond the gorge, high over the green, i-oee a 
curious conical hill, white as enow, called Ra« el-KoH-z. 

At the base of this hill Httuids Vahioud, the JambroucUg 
which sent a bishop to the Council of Nice. The pla 
still continues to be the residence of a bishop. 

I entered the town past a beautiful fountain which 
pours it« wealth of waters thi'ougb the village and 
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gardens, creating a little paradise among the parched 
bills. The sides of the gorge contain many ancient and 
unused tombs hewn in the rock. Some are high up in the 
face of the cliffs, and must hare been difficult of access 
at all times, while others are level with the ground, and 
are spoken of as shops. In one of these some wild-look- 
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gipsies were living as I passed, calling to mimi the 
demoniac of Gergesa. 

The firat thing that strikes one on entering Ytibroud is 

■ the itppearauce of the people. The men in this and the 

■ other villages about are as a rule tall, well-built, and 




I'handHouie. Even the Christians liere Iiave an air of 

Independence about tbeni such as one sehloni meets with 

1 Syrian Cliristiaus. The women are in still more strik- 

f contrast with their sisters elsewhere throughout the 

%Ountry. They are tall, red-cheeketl, healthy, and com- 

Dortable looking, and though seldom beautiful, they have 

lotbing of tlie gipsy appearance of the women in the south 
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and east, nor of tbe sickly waxen complexion of Ditmasci 
beauties. They have a general resemblance to the women 
of Nazareth, but tlicy have more stamina and less prudery 
than tbe maidens of the pitcher. 

In (srdinary times, hh we pa.ssed along, we saw them 
standing at t g, rosy children in tbeir 

arms, or grin ir spinning woollen yarn 

with a spind, uently heard from them 

hearty riiigij] s might resound from a 

harvcyt-field i 

At the tini_ )wever, all cheeks were 

pale enough, a lat wr a gladness had departed, 
and I started, on entering the mission school, at the 
pinched and hungry look of the children. There were 
tbirtj' names on the roll, but only fifteen pupils in 
attendance. Tbo explanation was brief and sad. P"am- 
inc was in the district; five or six bad harvests bi»d 
followed in succession. Madder root, which is largely 
cultivated in tlie district for dyeing purposes, had be- 
come almost unsaleable, owing to a German chemist 
having discovered a mincnil sulBtitnte. Those who 
admired tbe brilliant aniline dyes, little thought that 
the new flash and fading colours in Pereian rugs meant 
starvation among the mountains of Northern Syria. 

Tbe floeks of the villager bad been swept off by the 
Aral>s, who had also intercepted their supjjlicM ; and 
tlic Turks insisted on liaving their taxes in full, tliongb 
giving nothing in return. 

I was assured tiiat there were not ten bushels of wheat 
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in the village of three thousand inhabitants, and the people 
were living chiefly on wild roots and vegetables. Fifteen 
of the scholai^s were on the mountains and in the glens, 
competing with the goats and gazelles for something 
to drive away hunger. One-half of the children only 
went on these expeditions at a time, and the fifteen 
who were in the school were making a meal of bean 
bread and hashish^ which consisted for the most part 
of mint from the stream and rhubarb (rahhas) from tlie 
mountain. They were like a flock of hungry kids 
feeding on clover. 

One hour beyond Yabroud, I entered Nebk, through 
the mouldering huts of Ibrahim Piisha's camp. The 
great Egyptian general, seeing the splendid appearance 
of the villagers, established his camp where the soldiers 
could have tlie best medicines — good air and good water. 
During his occupation of Syria, the villagei-s were safe 
from the Bedawin. The Turks have learned nothing 
from Ins example, in the arts of either war or peace. 

The village of Nebk crowns a high hill, or nahk^ 
and is crowned itself by the residence of a Syrian 
Catholic bishop, whose chief business, like that of his 
mitred brother in Yabroud, seemed to be the suppres- 
sion of education. Hunger was pinching also in Nebk, 
but the Protestants, having learned principles of thrift 
with the gospel, were all in circumstances of comfort. 
Fifty pupils were in the school, and though all were 
on short allowance, they had not the hide-bound, hunger- 
pinched appearance of the children of Yabroud. 
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Nebk had sufFei'ed severely from the two great enemies 
of the land, — the Bedawiu and the Turks. 

On my previous visit, I entered the village just a 
few niiiiutus before the BedHwin made a gazza u|> to 
the very eiitn ed off a few camels ladoii 

with grain, a rora without a garment. 

Gi'en.t was the |lti village. People rushed 

to the I'oofs i ind screamed in concert, 

"He that haa i that has a gun, lot him 

forth against ; while all screamed, none 

went forth, ai swept round the Ijiise of 

the hill and car . their uooty unmolested. 

A short distance from tlie i)lace, two niiscrable women 
were gathering brushwood for fuel. Every day they 
took their two donkeys out in the morning, and returned 
in tlie evening with their loads, which they sold and 
honestly maintained themselves and their animals. Tliey 
had nothing in the world but the two doidieys, wliicli 
were Utile lai'gei- than goats. The HcdaHin of romance 
would surely have spared such objects; but the Bedawfii 
of the desert rushed on the donkeys with a yell of 
joy, stnjipcd the ragged garments from the women, 
healing them wlien they resisted, and left them bare- 
footed, and without a fig-leaf, to find tbcir way back 
in shame to the village. Never, perhaps, did lomanee 
take greater liberties with truth than when it threw 
a halo of chivalry round tlicsi: cut-throats of the desert. 

Nest morning us 1 parsed out among the high-walled 
gardens to visit the schools of Deir 'Attyeb, I came 
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suddenly upon a woman sitting by a little stream and 
wailing plaintively. Beside her was a little basket of 
cow's dung, which she had gathered for fuel. Her 
grief was not a surface exhibition to catch sympathy, 
as no one was near in the early morning. She told 
me her sad tale: her husband, returning with a load 
of grain from the Euphrates, had been speared by the 
Bedawin, and she and her children were left destitute. 

On emerging from the gardens, and reaching the 
desei-t once more, I saw a cavalier bearing down furi- 
ously upon me. At the distance of a mile, I recognized 
our lady companion whom I had left at Saidenaya two 
days previously. As I watched an English lady bound- 
ing over the desert on a splendid charger, whose neck 
of thunder swayed hither and thither to her silken 
touch, I could not help thinking how much Christianity, 
in its highest types, owes to its contact with Teutonic 
chivalry. 

Deir 'Atiyeh was our rendezvous, and we all con- 
verged to the Protestant school. Thence we passed 
out of the village, and after skirting the gardens for 
some time, we turned into the desert eastward, in a 
direct line for Tadmor. We had soon to call a halt, 
for our muleteei-s were hugging the village, and hang- 
ing back, evidently with the object of making a short 
day, and putting us down at the first convenient resting- 
place, as they had done the first day. 




CHAPTER IV. 



nr^HE halt gave me ati opportunity of estimating the 
-^ magnitude and organization of our party. Two cava- 
liers stood out conspicuous from all tlie others- They were 
Gazawy, the dragoman, the same who brought "Sheikh 
Stanley" through "Sinai and Palestine," and a Moslem 
sheikh, brought from Nebk as guide to the expedition. 

Gazawy was the prince of dragomans; his weakness, 
perhaps his strength, wiia to have everything of the 
best, and always ten times more than enough. The 
long line of laden mules carried, I believe, provisiona 
for the party for twelve months. Booted and braced, 
he sat on a splendid hoi-se, called the "Steam Engine," 
as if he were a part of the horse, and viewed the long 
cavalcade with a smile of pride on his kindly, weather- 
beaten face. 

Gazawy'fl chief pride and glory that morning was his 
guide, chosen expressly on account of his radiant waist- 
coat. Half a mile from the village this guide lost the 



I 



PALMYRA AND ZENOBIA, 25 

road, and led us astray, and fell back to the rear, where 
he could do no harm. When a village would rise into 
sight before us, he would suddenly gallop up and declare 
it was " Sudud," or some other town that he knew was on 
our way ; but as we saw Sudud far down on the plain to 
the left, we called the guide "Sudud" for the rest of the 
journey, and groped our way by the aid of an incorrect 
map. 

Our course during the day lay north-east over gently 
undulating ground. On our right was the bare northern 
shoulder of Kalamoun, which we were rounding, and to 
our left was the great plain which stretches away to 
Hums and Haraah. Green spots dotted the red expanse, 
and marked the sites of such towns as Kara, Ilafr, and 
Sudud, the Zedad of Scripture, one of the border cities of 
the Land of Promise. 

That plain once supported the flocks and hosts of the 
Hittites and the armies of tlie Seleucidse, but under the 
beneficent rule of our Turkish allies, the sites of great 
cities are marked by lofty mounds and wretched huts, 
and the miserable inhabitants carry their provisions from 
the Euphrates. We met no travellers, for all who 
wished to escape the Bedawin travelled under the pro- 
tection of the darkness. Persian larks, hawks, vultures, 
and pin-tailed grouse, were the only tenants of that deso- 
late region. 

A little after mid-day "Sudud" spied two human 
beings creeping down from the mountain as if going to 
cross our path. He immediately gave tllfe alarm, and as 
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tliere were only two, and they were not likely to be 
Bedawln, he charged direct at them, valiantly brandishing 
his rusty weapons, with all the awkwaixiness of a vil- 
lage horseman. Our bandit guard joined in the chase, 
which was picturesque and exciting, though ludicrous. 
"Sudud" kept in advance, and as he became convinced 
that there were no Bedawln, and no ambuscade, he 
became more valorous. He would show that though he 
might not know the way, he was the hero of the party 
in the hour of danger. 

But just as he was snatching his laurels, the fate of 
"vaulting ambition" befell him; for his horse, having had 
enough of it, stopped short at the edge of a dry river-bed, 
and *'Sudud" shot over his head to the other side. All 
cheered, and called on "Sudud" to charge the enemy; 
but he once more retired to the rear, where he kept 
guard for the remainder of the day. The Bedawin that 
we were going to annihihUe turned out to be two gipsy 
tinsmiths who were stealing down the ravine to the 
village below, when the eagle eye of our "Sudud" 
discovered them. 

We reached Muhin before sunset, and pitched our camp 
beside a copious fountain. The water was warm and 
slightly sulphurous. Few Europeans liad passed that way 
before, and tlie people of the village swarmed about us, 
more curious than civil. They were Moslems of the surly 
kind. 

Muhin stands on a little hill, and on the highest part, 
west of tlie houses, there are the remains of an ancient 
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church. The building was about twenty paces long and 
sixteen paces broad, and from twenty-five to thirty feet 
high. The circular end of the church was towards the 
north-west, and from the middle of the side wall on either 
side, all round the circular end, there were pilasters with 
pedestals and Corinthian capitals. A piece had fallen out 
of the circular end, but there still remained seven pilastera 
on one side and five on the other intact. The church is 
still very perfect, and is unlike any other building I have 
seen in Syria. From the top we had a magnificent view 
of the whole country, from the Wall of Lebanon to the 
Gate of Palmyra, and we were able to take bearings, and 
mark out our line of march for the morrow. 

About two o'clock in the morning we were startled by 
a horrid din in the village : every human being that could 
scream screamed; every dog barked to tlie utmost limit 
of his capacity; every horse that could make a clatter 
on the rocks galloped hither and thither. An alarm of 
Bedawin had been given, and the people were gathering 
in their flocks for safety, tand preparing to defend their 
threshing-floors. As we were close by the threshing-floors, 
we had a fair prospect of seeing play ; but we kept our 
beds till morning, and by the time we were ready to rise 
the noise had all died away. 

The Bedawin, as we found out afterwards, made their 
attack, but not on Muhin. 

Every year the people of these regions go to the Hauran 
during the harvest. The men reap for wages, and their 
wives and daughters, Ruth-like, glean after them. This 
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having been mi unusuiUly bad year, an untisiial number ^^k 
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CHAPTER V. 



'T~"HE next morning (May 28tl], 1874) we sent our 
^ baggage iinimals and all impedimenta to Kiiryeteiii 
by the direct route, while we turned out of the way with 
a slender escort, to visit the wonderful hot baths on a 
distant mountain to the left. 

We rode the firat liour through high-walled gardens 
and flat fields to Hawann, a city famed in local tradition 
for its seven splendid churches. 

We were surprised by the extent of the ruins of this 
place, and we had not allowed ourselves time to e.tplore 
it as thoroughly as its importance deserved. I saw three 
large buildings, and the foundation of a fourth, called 
churches by the people. The largest and most perfect 
of these was a rectangular building, thirty paces long 
by twenty-five broad, and thirty feet high. The internal 
arrangements of the building consisted of a central hall, 
and three rooms on each side opening into the hall. The 
stones in the walls were large, but they seemed to have 
been rifled from other structures. 
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From tlic numerous foundations of houses, many of 
tliein of iiiiissive public buildings, there can be no doubt 
that Iliuviiiiii marks the site of an impoi-tant city; but 
the fragmentary Greek iiiacnptiooB which I fouud 
in my hun'i{:il search (rave no key to the name of the 
place, 

Frnui Ilawar a flat plain four hours 

to Guulhui'. Al td signs of ancient culti- 

vation, and wei loted from the Bedawfn 

and the Turks, once more wave with 

golden gniiii. i re cultivated here and 

tliere, but not of auffiuiei imj" nee to tempt the hered- 
itary robljei's. Water, the great desideratum for cultiva- 
tion, was abundant, though all the fountnins and channels 
wei-e choked up. At the water we found straggling Bocks 
of pin-tailed grouse ; and throughout the desert, wherever 
we came upon water, however smiill the quantity, wc found 
grouse and sniiMJ. We always ajiproadied little patches 
of desert marsh with expectation, and it required skill 
to bring down the brace of snipe which generallj' rose 
right and left. 

At Gunthur we found, as usual, a few wretched huts 
on the site of what once hail Ijeen an important town. 
The houses were cone-topi>ed, and at a distance looked 
like cornstacks in a farmyard; but the illusion was dis- 
pelled when we entei-ed the square, which was full of 
dung. In which a dozen naked children and a score of 
mangy dogs were dispoiting. 

The huts were built round a court, so as to form a 
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rampart against the BedawJn, but there were breaches 
which left the place unprotected, and about twelve days 
after we passed, the Giath and 'Amour Bedawin came 
through the place, and swept it clean of the results of the 
late harvest. 

At one comer of the court was the foundation of a very 
solid temple, twenty paces by fourteen, with two or three 
courses of the huge stones still in their places. A 
larger, more ornate, and more modern structure lay in 
ruins in the field a few hundred yards to the north-east. 
The peasants, who were gathering in their grain, told 
us that the flats about the village were often covered 
with water during the winter, and that the place was 
much frequented by wild geese, bustards, and wild boars. 
Grouse swarmed about the water, and there were some 
spur-winged plover in a meadow close by. 

From Gunthur we started for Solomon's Baths, which 
we saw on the mountain, under the guidance of a kindly 
old African, who had lived long in that neighbourhood, 
a slave under many masters, and who was full of the 
traditions of the baths, and of Lady Belkis, the wife 
of Solomon, for whom the baths were erected ! 

In five minutes we passed a fine spring, slightly tepid 
and sulphurous. In half an hour we reached the base 
of a low mountain, and after ascending the mountain 
diagonally for about half an hour, we came to considerable 
ruins on its eastern summit. The only inhabitants of 
the ruins that we saw were a fox, a hare, and a covey 
of partridges. 
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The exact ]>osition of the place, which is called Abu 
Ueltah, is due north of Karyeteiii, a distdDce of three and 
a quarter litiurs, or about t«n miles as the crow flies. 
Having uiiide a general tour of the neighbourhood in 
quest of piutridges, eome of which I secured for dinner, 
our guide eo. : wonderful bath. He 

first pointed oi f of a vault, an opening 

;ibt)nt a foot i ges of which were soot^ 

stained, ami th a hot vapour. 

DcHcending eh was on a level with 

the foundiitiom through a low entrance 

into an archea v. ten feet square. The 

walls and roof of the vault were scribbled over with 
(■reek by the Browns, Joneses, and Robinsons of two 
thousand years ago. The literature was of the same 
serious character as that seen in many of our railway and 
other waiting-rooms at home. From this outer vault 
there Wiis an o[>eiiing twenty inches high into another 
similar vault, and through the opening there came hot 
puffs (if sidjihurous vapour. I crept through this hole, 
but 1 was instantly driven back by the intense heat. 
My servant then rushed in boldly, but he rushed out 
quite as quick, almost suffocated, and covered with per- 
spiration from bead to foot. It was a case of what the 
,Vral)9 call "head in ; tail out." 

After this M-e explored more carefully the inner vault. 
In the centre of the floor there was an opening about 
the same size anil exactly under that we .saw in the roof. 
Steam came hissing from the hole as from the funnel 
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of a ship, and we could hear a hissing and gurgling 
sound under the vault, as from water l>oiling over into 
the fire out of a great caldron. We threw stones into the 
furnace, and heard them descending to a great depth, 
but a piece of paper thrown in was instantly shot out 
by the current of the vapour. 

Previous to our visit, Omer Bey, a Hungarian ofTicer, 
had let down a brazen vessel into the orifice by a rope ; 
but the vessel was snatched from the rope by the Jan, 
left by King Solomon to keep the water boiling I Our 
faithful guide lost his good opinion of us wlien we sug- 
gested that perhaps the fire had burned it off. Indeed, 
he ever afterwards looked upon us with that sus[)icion 
which is the reward of all who are foolish enough to 
think differently from their neighbours. 

West of the bath, in the mvinc, there is a hirge reser- 
voir, the roof of which is supported on five rows of 
arches resting on buttresses of solid masonry. All traces 
of water are gone, but the cement on th(» walls remains 
white and firm, and is scrawled over with thousands of 
hieroglyphics, which are mostly the tvasyn^ or tribe- 
marks, of the Bedawin. 

Judging from the foundations of the ruins, the houses 
appear to have been very small, and they were doubtless 
used as lodging-houses for invalids and others visiting 
the baths, for the only attraction to such a barren knoll 
was its heated vapour. Abu Rebah must have been once 
an important sanitarium, and the bath has still a very 
high reputation for its healing powei*s. It is considered 



36 PALMVJiA AND ZKNO/ilA. 

infallible in rheumatic liompliiints, itrid in the case of 
birrcimess, and is much resorted to in the present day. 
Men are saitl to be cariied to tlie bath confirmed invalids, 
and after Bpendiag a night in the vault, return home on 
their own feet. 

In descendii om the baths we started 

several very i h. and saw many holes 

of foxes and ja 1 was strewed \vith rock 

crystals, which monds in the sunlight. 

A low range oi luyetein from our view, 

but we had stei f a peak which we knew 

was in a lino with the vmago. Jn the bright atmosphere 
the distance seemed aa nothing, yet it was a most weary 
ride across a level plain, which was all seamed with 
footpaths, some of which had been trod by Abraham and 
his emigrants. 

Wc passed several abandoned Bedawi encampments, 
but wc saw no living thing in a ride of over three hours, 
except a few hares and bustards, and an occasional eagle 
hastening overhead to its prey. On reaching Karyetein, 
however, we learned that we nmst have passed under 
the very noses of tlie plundering Bedawin, who were 
hovering about our path in the mountains. 

My teacher, whom I had sent on with the baggage in 
tlie morning, had announced our approach in Karyetein, 
and a most corilial welcome was given us. The civil 
and militaiy chiefs of the plaec turned out in their best 
to do us honour, and the people were jirofuse in their 
thanks for the school which we had come to establish 
among them. 
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The supposition that Karyetein is the Hazar-enan of 
Scripture (Num. xxxiv. 9, 10) is probably correct, 
but the identification of the place witli the Greek town 
Koradsea is a mistake. Two Greek inscriptions (one 
on a long stone, now over the gateway of a Moslem house, 
and the other on the pedestal of a column in the sheikh's 
court) give the name of the place as Nazala. 

The discovery of this name gave rise to a fresh exam- 
ination of the Peutinger Itinerary, when it was found 
that the name reprinted " Nehala " was '' Nazala " in the 
original. The name "Kaiyetein" is dual, and simply 
means "two towns," and one can see both the old and 
the new town. About a mile south-west of the present 
town, near the foot of a low mountain, there is a splen- 
did fountain called " Ras el-'Ain." Around this fountain 
was built the old town, Hazar-enan ("the enclosure of 
fountains"). Close by the fountain — or fountains, for 
there are a number of them — there is a large artilicial 
mound, on which are the mjissive foundations of a temple. 
The building was twenty-one paces long and sixteen 
broad, and some of the stones of the foundation were eight 
feet in length. On one of the largest stones there is a 
well-cut trident. A short distance north-east of the 
mound there is the base of a square building about forty- 
eight paces each way. The lower story of this building 
was vaulted, and the stones remain in their places, as they 
were too heavy to be removed to the new town, which 
is chiefly built of mud. It is not improbable that the 
inhabitants of the Fountain Village moved to a distance 
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from the fountain to enjoy a quiet life, such fountains 
being the st-ene of constant etrife. 

At tlie foiintatn were flocks of gi-ouse, and a i^^w snipe, 
and I got a very small bittern, which, through the ze;il 
of my companio" ■" """' '" ^^^ ""'seum of the Protestant 
Syrian College, und was full of pottery. 

and, among otht ly, I picked up on the 

Tell two fine fl ecd not, however, rush 

into theories al %ze, and iro^n ages, for 

a famous sheikh to whom I showed my 

treasures, assure^ 1 lives were still used by 

his people. 

Karyeteiii contains about three hundred houses, and 
one-tifth of the inhabitants are Christians, chiefly Syrian 
Jacobites, The schoolmaster, for whom all had been 
petitionhig and importuning, had arrived, and only one 
man in the place (the Christian piiest) opposed the 
opening of the school. 

In all places where a missionary opens a school in 
Syria he opens at least two ; sometimes indeed all the 
sects open schools in self-defence. The opposing priest, 
under pressure of circumstances, and in a fine spirit of 
enterprise, opened a school liiniself; but as the work 
was not quite in his line, besides being hard, our teacher 
had all the pupils to himself in a few days, and Mos- 
lems and Cliristians learned to read the story of Christ's 
love and passion, sitting side by side. 1 hoped also to 
induce the Bedawin to send their children to this school 
in the centre of tlie desert, but several blood feuds had 
first to be settled before such a thing was possible. 



PALMYRA AND ZENOBIA. 39 

The people of Karyetein are a fine-looking race of men, 
— especially the princelings of the ruling family. They 
hunt and hawk, and are as good hoi-semen as the Bedawfn, 
and better shots. They resemble the Bedawin, but have 
much more bone and sinew. Their independence has 
been developed thoroughly by resisting the encroachments 
of the Turks and the Bedawin; but of late a Turkish 
garrison has been placed among them, and their acquies- 
cence has been secured by giving them appointments of 
command and trust. 

The civil and military chiefs are very great people in 
Karyetein, and we had to attend carefully to all the 
punctilios of receiving and returning visits. Long 
negotiations in the matter of guide and guards had to 
be conducted with as much diplomacy as might have 
sufficed for the cession of a duchy. It was at last 
arranged that we were to have an equal number of civil 
and military guards — that is, regular soldiers ; and irregu- 
lar mounted police. 

The guide was a difficult question to decide ; for each 
of the authorities had one to recommend, — ^^the only one'^ 
who knew the path to 'Ain el-Wu'ul, — and as it was 
understood that the prot6g(5 was to share his fee with his 
patron, our dragoman was placed in a delicate situation. 




CHAPTER VI. 



A LL things having been ananged, — for negotiatioDs 
■^*- even in tlie desert come to an end, — we struck 
our teuUi, and started from Karyeteiu on the 30th of 
May, at four o'clock in the afternooii. Our object was 
to break the journey at 'Ain el-Wu'ul (" fountain of the 
Ibexes"), a reputed fountJiin in the mountains to the 
right, half way to Palmyra from Karyetein. The exbt- 
ence of this fountain was kept a secret, so that people 
might employ camels to carry water, and our iunovation 
was looked upon with great disfavour. 

Gazawy compromised the matter by taking a few water- 
carriers, at a very high charge. Our cavalcade was led 
out across the river at the town mill, wobbled about 
through ploughed fields for a time, and at last turned 
Pnlmyra-ward into the desert. 

We had now a&sumed the dimensions and character 
of an invading army. We were not stealing through the 
desert under cover of the darkness, but forcing our way 
where we pleased and at our leisure. 



PALMYRA AND ZEN OB I A, 41 

" Brandy Bob," a captain in the infantry, was com- 
mander-in-chief of our militaiy escort. He rode a vicious 
mule, with only a halter, and without stirrups, carried 
41 single-barrelled fowling-piece about eight feet long, 
and a bottle of brandy in each pocket, a la Gilpin. 
He had a habit of alighting abruptly, not always on liis 
feet, but that may have been the mule's fault, or the 
brandy's. His soldiers were all mounted and equii)ped 
in the same unceremonious manner as himself. 

Irregular police in Syria are a very irregular force 
indeed. Nominally in government service, they are ready 
to take a turn at throat-cutting for anybody who employs 
them, and they are the free-lances or government ban- 
ditti of the country. If there is a prospect of plunder, 
they will join a Bedawi raid, and by their arms, such as 
they are, contribute to the victory. 

On my first tour to Palmyra, our irregular escort 
proceeded to rob every individual they saw in the 
desert. Remonstrance on our part was of little avail, 
for our protectors replied that they had only agreed 
to take us safely to Palmyra, not to abstain from 
taking anything Allah placed in their way. On the 
whole, we had such a guard as might have been safely 
trusted to make short work of any party weaker than 
themselves. 

Faris, our gii)sy guide, deserves a passing notice. He 
was a light, little man, with crimped hair, sallow com- 
plexion, coal-black eyes, which were always on one, and 
a stealthy, silent step, as if he were afraid of waking 
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some one oiily slightly asleep. He always seemed drawing 
up his feet I'lom behind, hut he never let them get before 
him, lest thvy should let out some secret. 

His mare w^ of the same gipsy cast, a marled grey. 
Her neck Wits lmllnw««l down lilte a camel's where one 
expected a i;ur lip hung down and ex- 

posed tlie teeth id upper lip were drawn 

back, and hud a earauce. Her legs wei'e 

bent the wrong into were in the wrong 

places, and she wizened, and dry, that 

a he seemed to dozing along without 

life or feeling. j sy were an nncauny-looking pair, 
and 1 could not look at them without itn uneasy feeling, 
and mucb curiosity. 

With "Brandy Bob" and "Gipsy" at our head, we 
swept along the desert in splendid style. In fi-ont were 
two little mountains, offsets from the range on the right. 
That to the left was called Kliuderiyeh, and that on the 
right Biirady, and we made straight for the opening 
between thum. We passed several gazelle-trai^s, near 
Karyetein. Little walls converge to a field from a great 
distance, increasing in height as they approach the field. 
The field is walled round, leaving gai>s at intervals, out- 
side of which there are deep pits. The gazelles, led 
on by curiosity, and guided by the little walls, march 
boldly into the field, iuid when tliey are startled, they 
rush out wildly in a panic, at the breaclies, and tumble 
into the pits. Sometimes forty or lifty are taken out 
of a pit alive at one time. 
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The desert was tolerably smooth as far as the little 
mountains, when it became more broken and cut up, 
chiefly by the action, of mountain torrents. The Arabs 
reported that in the mountain range to the right there 
were the remains of a great reservoir wliich once sup- 
plied water to Kasr el-Hiyar, the solitary ruin in the 
direct route between Karyetein and Palmyra. 

That evening we had the finest sunset I had ever 
seen in the desert. The western horizon seemed literally 
ablaze. Soon the light blue veil of the mountains be- 
came tinted with violet and indigo, and finally settled 
into leaden death, and the wind came up cold as a 
Siberian winter. 

We held on our course bravely till midnight, when 
our column became very unsteady, and began to wriggle 
about promiscuously over the desert. The cold was 
intense, and the bottle passed between our leadei-s more 
frequently than was consistent with their responsible po- 
sitions, or than was expedient for safe and steady guid- 
ing. Suddenly we turned to the right, and marched 
straight against the mountain, which we had been ap- 
proaching at an acute angle. We knew the fountain 
was in the range to the right, but thought it must be 
at least two hours farther on. Gii)sy, however, spurned 
interference, and assumed all responsibility. 

We soon got into a maze of rocks, and after half an 
hour's scrambling through them and over them, we 
came right against the precipitous side of the mountain. 
Gipsy went boldly at the mountain, with a few inartic- 
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ulato words, when, Buddeuly, lie ciime down on hia head 
on a heap o[ stones, and the old horse turned and made 
a vignette nver hiin. He lay in a bundle, motion Wa, 
where he It-ll. and when I asked what was the matter, 
he hiccoughed ""f "TtV « linn. " aa H he Iiad got off 
to catch it. 

" Brandy Be one ita work, and the 

guide was liop on commenced a scene 

never to Ikj fo :new exactly where we 

were, or wliere t we spread out acrass 

the rugged biise after midnight to look 

for a well <■!' which we had only heard a report. Our 
horses staggered over precipices and scrambled out of 
ravines in the most marvellous manner; baggage ani- 
mals followed wildly after the cavaliers, stumbling and 
rolling over rocks ; the whole looked like a steeple-chase, 
or a wild stampede, everything magnified by the black 
shadows; and there was an appalling expenditure of ner- 
vous force, in the use of strong language. 

We explored desperately for about an hour, which 
seemed an age; but as the moon was hurrying behind 
the mountain, and as we were only getting more hope- 
lessly lost, we encamped for the night on a bare plateau 
at the base of the mountain. 

The cold was as intense as bad been the lieat of the 
day ; Imt we were soon in that happy land where the per- 
plexities of the day are forgotten. T!ic night, liowevcr, 
has perplexities as real and as distressing as those of the 
day, wliile they last, and so I dreamt of stumbling fran- 
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ticjilly over rocks, and of being in imminent d;inger of 
tumbling over precipices, until a little Bedawi girl i)ulled 
tbe door of my tent aside, and the sun, hot as a furnace, 
shone in upon me. 

The little maiden we called the "Princess,'' and i)er- 
haps no princess, except in an Eastern tale, ever was 
the bearer of more joyful news or more acceptable 
gifts. She announced the lost fountain, and she bore 
in one hand a brazen vessel full of fresli milk, and 
with the other she led a snow-white lamb. 

I remembered how African explorei*s, wlien hope- 
lessly exhausted, had Ixjen ministered to Ijy savage 
women, and I sighed for the pen of an African ex- 
plorer, that I might celebrate the praises of this min- 
istering angel of the desert and of the fountain. Our 
little angel was not of the white and shining kind ; 
she was dark olive, and her only garment was a blue 
calico shirt, close fitting at the neck, and extending 
far down the leg. A l)lue iillet, wound round the 
head, left the hair free to stand U[> and enjoy the 
mountain breeze, and beneath the fillet it fell in 
uncombed plaits around her shouldei>i. These i)laits 
were prolonged by bits of strings, made of ' camel's 
hair, down to below the waist. 

Doubtless a revolution has since taken place in the 
disposition of Bedawi locks in the desert, for my 
companion presented the Princess with an ivory comb, 
a work of art which caused in the encampment no 
little speculation as to its use. 



40 PALMYRA AND ZEA'OB/A. 

But we must not be diveited frotu deacribing our 
Princess, wliose pieiciiig timid black eyes shone 
brightly in ileep, sooty sockets, and whose feet, which 
spurned the flint, gftve a fine example o£ what Disraeli 
called "tlic high Syrian instep." 

In a short coi aid with Iier, when piy- 

ing foi' the lux Craght us, I noticed that 

she i>i-onomicei \, and otherwise spoke 

Anibic like a S; " You are not a Bedawi 

bint (girl)?" accompanied the maiden 

to see that ihci; or were within ear-shot, 

and she rcpliL'd I me too much honour in 

receiving my gifts; ' should you pay for them?" and 
then ill a low, but hurried manner, she told mc she had 
been carried off by the Bedawtn from Rustau, a village on 
the Orontes, l)etween Hums and Ilamah. 

Tlie revelation was made with the swiftness of a light- 
ning fl;\sh. TJie acting was cxtjuisite, and the dramatic 
effect instaiitaiieons and startling. I did not catch every- 
thing that was expressed, but the hurried and helpless 
ai)iieal revealed the fact that our "Princess" was a lit- 
tle capUve Syrian slave, and I resolved to rescue and re- 
store her, M)' sense of pity as well as chivalrous instincts 
wei-e awaked, and though I wjis in the land of the 
liedawtn I did not despiiir of success, 

Tlie following nursery song, wbii;h I had often beard 
sung by Syrian mothers, came to my recollection. I bad 
stumbled on the living drama in real life: — 
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THE LULLABY.» 

Sleep, baby, sleep ! a sleep so sweet and mild, 
Sleep, my Arab boy, my little Bedavvi child I 



Aside to the 
grape sellers. 



Once I was a happy ^irl, 
The Prince AMullah's daiijjhter, 
Playing with the village maids, 
Bringing wood and water. 
Suddenly the Ikdawiii 
Carried me away : 
Clothed me in an Arab robe, 
And here they make me stay. 



Sleep, baby, sleep! a slee]> so swoot and mild, 
Sleep, my Arab boy, niy little Bi'dawi child! 
Aside, Ye sellers of grap^^s, hear what 1 say ! 

1 had drevssod in satin rich and i^iny; 
They took my costly robes away 
And dressed me in aba coarse and grey. 
I had lived on viands costly and rare, 
And now raw camel's flesh is my fare. 

Sleep, baby, sleei)! a sleep so sweet and mild, 
Sleep, my Arab boy, my little B»Mlawi chihl ! 
Aside. Oh ! seller of grapes, 1 beg you hear! 

Go tell my mother and father dear, 
That you have setMi me h(;n^ to-day. 
Just by the church my parents live, 
The Bedawin stole me on Thursday eve. 
Let the i>eople come and their sist^'r save, 
Ivet them come with warriors bold and brave, 
I^est I die of grief and go to my grave. 

I was only partially dressed in my tent, and to secure 
the return of the little captive to our camp later on, I 

^ This translation is, I believe, from the pen of Dr. Jcssup, of Beyrout. 
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received kuk from her the money I Imd given her, 
promising to pay more for all when she hiul brouglit us 
an additional supply of milk. Whether the Bedawin 
had lieard wliat theii' captive had said, or had divined 
what waa piissing in my mind, they bad taken in the 
situation coinj I waa fully di-essed, they 

had disappean noiselessly as they came. 

They departec oney, and they left no 

ti-.iee behind tl t any information regard- 

ing them from )Oiit the well. 

Tlie two Bi ftocorapanied the little 

" Princess " were v ead to foot in the skins 

of the wniil (ibei^ and gazelle. Tliey seemed like 
ordinary Bedawin — small, spare, dark men, with deep- 
set, restless eyes, and noses of the scimitar type. They 
belonged, however, to the Suleib Arabs, a unique tribe 
in the desert. 

At a remote period tliis tribe was degraded from 
exercising the larger prerogatives of Bedawin of the 
higher aristocracy. Tliey do not make war on tlie 
weak, nor rob, except in a pilfering way, nor inter- 
marry with any of the other trilws. Many wild stories 
relate the causes of their degradation, but that most 
common among tlie other Bedawin is, that tliey I'an 
away from tlie siege of Kerbela, leaving their fi'iends 
to be butchered, "and the ^m-se of Allah still lies 
heavy upon them." As a part of their punishment, 
they were placed on the same footing with women, 
a.s unworthy to ride hoi-ses, and Sfi they never ride 
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anything but donkeys; but the Suleib donkeys (known 
as Bagdad donkeys) are the finest in the world, and 
will bring from twenty to forty pounds in Damascus. 
They are the large and beautiful white asses which 
reach England by Morocco. 

The Suleib Arabs, unlike the other Ishniaelites of 
the desert, have their hand against no man, and no 
man*s hand is against them. They live by tlie chase, 
and by the milk and wool of their flocks ; and when 
they sell a donkey, its price supplies them with all 
they need from the outer world. On the de(^livities 
of 'Ain el-Wu'ul are still to be found irutU^ or ibexes, 
which they hunt with great skill. Clothed in the skin 
of the wadl^ they follow them from rock to rock, on 
all-fours, until they slioot them at short ran^e ; and 
sometimes their disguise is so complete, that they even 
catch the gazelle and ivcCul alive with their luuuls. 

These Suleib Arabs take no part in forays ; as one of 
them said to me, "Allah has made enough for us all, and 
if we plunder one another, there will not Ije enonij^h for 
us all." They will sit on the ground, impartial s[)ectatoi's 
of a battle, and when the fight is over they will nurse 
the wounded of both sides, like the Knights of the 
Geneva Cross. When one tribe is pursuing another, 
they will entertain with equal but limited hospitiility 
both the pursued and pursuer; but nothing can wring 
from them any information as to the direction the fugi- 
tives have taken. These Arabs are to be found about 
the wells in the neighbourhood of 'Ain el-Wu ul, and 



so PALMYRA AND ZENOBIA. 

they are always of the same peaceful and hospitable 
character. 

Our visitors informed us that the fountain was about 
a mile farther on among the mountains, and so, as soon as 
we had eaten their offerings, we moved our camp forward 
to the foot of the ravine below the fountain. We pitched 
on the site of a military camp where Omar Bey had 
stationed his soldiers when he wished to reduce the desert 
to subjection. 

We should have liad no diflBculty whatever in finding 
the fountain; but our guide misled us, as I believe, on 
purpose. From the pass between the two little mount^iins 
we should have followed a beaten path, leading gently 
to the right to the lowest break in the mountain, about 
three houi*s ahead. On our return we rode from the 
fountain to Karyetein in ten and a half hours, so no one 
need ever again spend monej'' in water-carriers on the road 
to Palmyra. 

We ascended to the fountain through a gorge, the 
stones in the bottom of which were as slippery as ice. 
Every tribe that crosses the plain between Palmyra and 
Karyetein is obliged to pass up this gorge for water ; and 
through the wear of ages the stones have become so 
polished that scarcely one of our animals went up to the 
water without a fall. The stones, however, were so 
smooth that none were injured by falling. 

We discovered the fountain at the head of the gorge. It 
is a deep tank about twelve feet square, faced round with 
rough stones, and the water was about ten feet lower than 
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the surface of the platform in which the tank wius sunk, 
so that it had to be drawn up, and phiced in hollow stones 
for the animals to drink. 

The stones about the tank were squared, but not 
chiselled, and though we saw foundations of buildings, 
we could find no inscriptions. From lx)tween the high 
shoulders of the gorge, we had a good view of the broadest 
part of the plain that extends to Palmyra, and the Kasr 
el-Hiyar lay exactly north-west of the fountain, some six 
or eight miles distant. 

The water in the tank was very green, but one censes 
to be fastidious about the (juality of water in the desert. 
Two cheerful little maidens were iilling skins with the 
green fluid, and fourteen skins were lying al)out filled and 
festering in the sun. A number of camels were squatting 
at the troughs, waiting for some one to bring them water, 
and flocks of goats were pouring over the cliffs and con- 
verging on the fountain. 

The little stagnant pond had atti-acted a great numl)er 
of living things. Partridges scolded us from the rocks 
on every side, for interfering with their l)everage ; and 
myriads of linnets, of all kinds and coloui-s, settled on the 
tall thistles, and awaited our departure ; and eagles and 
vultures and red-beaked choughs soared over us at every 
altitude. 

A little way over from the fountain was the Suleib 
encampment. It consisted of about a dozen tents — or 
rather a dozen long pieces of black haircloth, fastened 
down with stones at the side next the wind, and at the 
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other side [H'opped up with bits of sticks, and tied down 
with strings. Beneath the awnings thus formed women 
squatted, Imrribly tattooed, and filthy-looking; mid one 
miserable iieature, who was sick, lay on skins, mth a skin 

filled with wiitr- ' — ' ■" — The dirt of the tent was 

scarcely removi t strings, and the odour, 

at least to ua, ^eable. Some of our 

irregular police the tents, feasting on a 

half-roasted she lain for them. 

We saw iiom Suleib donkeys, and we 

learned with re ue had swept many of 

them away, and that they had been obliged to sell a 
great many of wliat remained, during the Syrian famine. 
A few black and wretched substitutes stood nodding 
about the tents. 

On our i-eturn to the fountain from Palmyra, we saw 
no trace of the Suleib, but three men were found dying 
of tbii-st at the fountain. They had made their way to 
the place, but wore too weak to reach the water. 

I was especially interested in the Sideib Arabs, us I 
thought they would not be afraid to send their children 
to one of our schools, in a border village, such as Kary- 
etein, and I imagined that as they had no blood feuds 
or enemies among the Bedawin, they might be employed 
to carry instruction and the light of the gospel to the 
other wanderei-s of the desert. 

They, however, strongly objected to their children 
quitting the ways of their fathers ; and I found, on 
consulting a Bedawi chief, that the blue-blooded Hedawin 
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held the Suleib in isin;li contempt, that they would not 
on any account allow their children to be taught hy 
tliem. 

" We would let our children learn from Nasaia (Chris- 
tians), or Jews even; hut that they should he taught by 
these lowisouled, woraaiiiah Bedawfu — ask forgiveness 
from God for such a thought I " 

Nothiug in the Siileib camp mft<le such an impression on 
us 08 the exguisitti beauty of the childi'en. Though un- 
washed and almost unclad, they appeared to me the most 
graceful and the aweetest little animals I had ever seen- in 
tlie desert or elsewhere. In this opinion I do not stand 
atone. Lady Anne Blunt speaks of a Suleib family as 
follows : — 

..." Two younger tupii, lii.s rt-latioiiB, urp exceedingly good look- 
ing, with delicately cut feutiu'ex, mid tlie whitest of teieLli. There Is u 
l>oy, too, who is perfectly beuiitiful, with alnioiid-shaped eyes, and a 
complexion like stained ivory. A little old woman not more than 
four feet high, and two girls of toiu-teeii. the most lovely little creat- 
ures T ever saw. i-onipK-ti' ll..' family,"— 7V-V,«.i/'lA<- 7i ri,.4tnto, Vol, 
II. IIW. 





CHAPTER VII. 



■\T TE enjoyed a quiet day at A'iii el-Wu'ul, mueli to 
» * our own satisfiiction and that of our animals ; aiid 
on the 1st of June, 1874, at four o'clock in the morning, 
we started on the last stage of our journey to Palmyra. 
The morning air waa freali and balmy, the peaks were 
tipped with amethyst, and purple shadows shot with gold 
lay heivvy about the mountains, and as we streamed down 
from the plateau, we felt buoyant as the wavy atmos- 
phere that danced and floated around ua. 

Five hares were started in the descent, and each be- 
came the subject of a fresh chase and general fusillade, 
and on the level plain one hare was actually run down and 
caught by a soldier on a one-eyed horse. That man was 
a mighty hunter, aud Lis one-eyed horse was worthy of 
his rider. On our return through Karyetein, the sheikh's 
son presented me with a Pereian greyhound. In the 
morning, a fox was seen creeping up the hill to the 
mountain, and inslantly all onr cavaliers started in pur- 
suit with a desert yell. 
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The fox took in the situation and did his 1)est, and 
he had nearly a mile of start. The hunters, from being 
an irregular crowd, soon found their places in the tail of 
the dust-comet that streamed up the hill. The head of 
the comet was the one-eyed horse, and there thundered 
in his track horses twice his size and ten times his value. 
In twenty minutes the greyhound had reached tlie fox, 
but did not know what to do with him. The question 
was soon settled by the rider of the eyelopean horse, 
who rushed in, seized reynard, and brought him back 
alive and in triumph, at his saddle-bow. 

At five o'clock the Castle of Palmyra rose into view, 
and we felt delightfully independent of Gipsy, the guide. 
We had a weary ride before us, in which distance was 
felt, not seen. The way was monotony itself, for we 
had got almost back into the ordinary route of the 
tourist. In some places the ground was wavy, and then 
our column dipped and emerged like a boat among bil- 
lows. At other ])laces it was dead flat, and then we 
marched on, and on, and on for ever, leaving in our track 
a trail of dust. The mountain range on our right rose 
again from the break at the fountain, and stretched on in 
an unbroken ridge to opposite Palmyra, when it suddenly 
turned toward the city and slnit in the plain. 

Across the plain to the left, the edge of a highland, 
or step, like a mountain ridge, shut in the plain on the 
north; and this ridge also tmx straight to Palmyra, and 
then turned off at right angles towards the Euphrates. 
Sometimes the monotony of our march was broken by a 
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spurt ivfter a hare, or a shot at ii aaiid-grouse, and in 
crossing a x.iV, or tlie dry bed of a mountain torrent, I 
got two laigi; grey birds, with big yellow eyes, called 
by the Bedawtu dun-'iji, — perliaps a species of rock 
curlew. 

We passed I i where Arabs had en- 

camped, niarkei i circles, and by bones 

and ashes and >i these encauipmeuts I 

found beads of anufacture, and a flint 

knife that had led. The plain was a 

taway browji, a grass and lierbage of 

spring had Ijccn ler. A few spots were 

green in the iHstan.,^, .ju\, wu... ..■e came up to them, we 
only found the el-kali plant growing in greater abun- 
dance and i>erfectioii than elsewliere. 

The plain, which runs between mountains, like the 
level bed of a narrow sea, from near Karyeteiri to Pal- 
myra, viii-ies ill breadth from four to ten miles, and 
consists of good soil, which might be cultivated. 

On my first return trip from Palmyra, I found it 
carpeted with grass and flowera to the fetlocks of the 
iioi-ses. One nowhere meets the desert sands of traili- 
tion till almost at the entrance to I'almyi'a. 

About two hours from Palmyra, we were aroused out 
of a slumberous stale by one of our soldiei"s firing oft 
his rifle, and mshing about in an exulted manner. We 
galloped up to him, and found that be had wounded a 
large lizard, thirty-nine inches long. It was horribly ugly 
as it writhed on the ground. It had a stuffed look, like 
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a Turkisli otEcer, tiglitly Iwlted, ami bulging out on each 
side of the ligatures. Tlie akin of tlibi extmorjiiiiiiy 
mouster is now in tlie muaeum of the Syrian Protestant 
College, Beyrout. 

As we approached closer to Piilinyni, the ruins on the 
hilltopa came safely out of the mimge, and iiMsuniud tht:ir 




permanent forms. Every hour new structures rose into 
view, and through the pass, to which we were hurrying, 
we could see the to[>H of the colonnades within. Perhaps 
there is no view of Pulmyni which gives so raiieh excite- 
ment as this. After the hare monotonous desert, we 
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come graduiilly \.m n scene of eucbantmeiit, and thougli 
we have coim; i>x]ii(;ssly to see the scene, it bi'eaks upon 
us as a surpt i;iu ; not all at once, but increasing at every 
step — castl«', iiiid tower and t«mple, and seriied lines of 
Corinthian lapit^ils, t^eea iu nart. and in such a way ns 
to suggest more, leai. nost Jraraatio effect 

to the most splendid 'iie thrill of expcct- 

ancy and deliijlit is a ill our fatigue. 

In the miildlo of l path on either side, 

there is a muky cm vas built over with 

tomb towel's. .Some i le almost entire, aud 

of others tlitre mily mndations. On tlifi 

right rises Jebul el-M. ^ , ountain of the hiok- 

out,") with the flld wall running up its narrow ridge to 
tlie top, and its base sentinelled about with huge square 
towers. This mountain terminates suddenly in the plain, 
and the wall runs down its south-eastern side ; and after 
passing through Abu Sahil, the vaulted cemetery, it draws 
a wide circuit round the southern side uf the city. 

On the left from the edge of the pass rises a cliain of 
mountains, which screens Tadnior from the west, and runs 
away in the Dawai-a raiige towards the Euphrates. The 
wall took the courae of the highest summits of this range. 
and after enclosing the castle, turned sharp in a south- 
easterly direction, and curved round the city till it met 
the wall coming up from the south-west. This wall, 
which can be easily traced, is no dmilit that of the city 
in its palmii'st divvs, and sbnnid always be kept in mind 
when estiniiitiiig ihe g]e;iLiicss of the Palmyra of Zcnubia. 
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On the north-east side the outer wall is aliout nine 
hundred yards beyond the modern Roman wall. Travellers 
generally express their disappointment at the smallness 
of Palmyra; but they form their estimate of its magni- 
tude by the small oblong space enclosed within the 
Justinian wall, less than three miles long. While the 
city had no special claim to celebrity on account of its 
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size, in that respect even it was not insignificant, as the 
old walls which we have pointed out were from ten to 
thirteen miles in circumference, and the enclosed space 

s closely packed with human habitations, many of them 
of the most splendid description. 

As we swept through the pass, Tadmor lay beneath us ; 
and its ruins, which seemed graceful and fantastic as 
fitstwork on glass, stretched out for more than a mile 
before us, and ended in the massive Temple of the 
Sun. 

On the left, the yellow mountains towered over it; and 
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on the right, green giiideiiH of palm ami olive surged 
around it. On the outer side, these gardens are girt by 
the desert, which stretches away to the horizon, smooth 
as the sen, and the yellow sands, which shimmer golden 
in the sunlight, are tlecked by the silver sheeu of exten- 
sive aalt lakes- 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

\ Jl /■£ hastened over prostrate columna, and along sUent 
' ' streets, till we reached the beautiful little teniitle 
called the "Temple of the King's Mother." Here we 
descended from our horses at half-past three o'clock p.m., 
having made the journey from 'Ain el-Wu'ul in about teii 
and a half houre' actual riding. 

This little temple commaiidtt an excellent view of the 
ruins, and so we pitched our camp beside it, and my bed 
was spread within its once sacred fane. I liad thus ample 
leisure by starlight and sunlight, to study what Miss Beau- 
fort, in her jileasant book, called "a little gem of a temple, 
almost perfect in form," and wliiuh is still beautiful, 
though without the fluted columns whiuh she attributed 
to it. 

The temple was sixty feet long, including the portico, 
and about twenty-seven feet broatl. Its projecting roof 
in front was supported by six columns with Corinthian 
capitals; and in the walls there were half columns mid 




pilasters, so arranged as to break, by liglit and shadow, { 
the monotony of a flat surface. Each column had . 
bracket, on which once stood a statue ; and there ar 
inscriptions on the faces of the brackets, one of which] 
contains the names of Hadrian and Agrippa, and a date I 
corresponding to 130 of the Christian era. 

This dedication took place the same year in which J 
Hadrian erected a temple to Jupiter at Jerusalem, and I 




about nine years after the building of Hadrian's wall 
between the Tyne and Solway Firth. 

In that year Hadrian visited Palmyra, and in an inscrip- 
tion he is called the "God Hadrian"; and Palmyra took 
to itself the name of the god, and was known for a time 
as " Hadiianopolis." 
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The door of our templo was nine atid a half feet wide, 
and its jambs and lintels were monoliths, adorned with 
a tracing of the egg and dice pattern. There were win- 
dows on each side of the door, with bevelled and pi'o- 
jeeting atone frames, and there were similar windows in 



each side wall of the temple. The whole edifice once 
stood on a raised platform ; but the sand and ruins have 
silted u[) round it, talcing away from its height, and 
giving it a slightly heavy look. 

Half a score of similar t«inplea lie prostrate among 
the mine here and there, showing even in their fallen 
estate, by the grace and grandeur of their fragments, how 
much they surpassed this, which doubtless stands a soli- 
tary specimen to-day, owing to its having sacrificed airy 
beauty to solidity and strength. 

Right in front of our little temple stood the great 
Temple of the Sun. Its northern wall rose before us to 
a height of seventy feet, and l»id from our view all the 
glories within. The blank wall was broken by pilasters 
with carved capitals, which supported a solid projecting 



I 




£6 



PALMYRA AND ZENOBIA. 



entablature, ;inrl there were windows between the pilasterfi 
which were ;tll closed, excejit one, through which some of 
the superfluous dung of the village within was ejected. 

Tlie stnuig; out«r wall gave thu temple Eomething of 
the character of a fortreaa; ami this was necessitated 



by the posiiion 
wild hordes of 
incursions of tl: 
changed the le 
windows, and i 
portico. 

This magriifit 
describe in detan. 



jnded atj it was by the 
subject to the sudden 
^e east. Tlie Moslems 
ort, by building up the 
ower over the splendid 

[ sball not attempt to 
„« about six hundred and 



forty thousand square feet of ground, and in going round 
it you walk more tlian a mile. The entrance doorway, 
which was beautifully sculptured, was thirty-two feet 
high and sixteen feet wide, and its jambs and lintels 
were each single stones. Around the court, near the 
outer wall, were i-ows of columns, seventy feet high, to 
the number of three liundred and seventy-four, and these, 
like the other columns of Palmyra, had brackets for the 
.statues of those wliom the Tadmorcncs delighted to 
hoHonr. Within the spacious square enclosed by these 
colonnades stood a Ijcautiful building on a raised plat- 
form, ascended by a flight of stone steps. an<l surrounded 
by a siiigle row of fluted (■dhimus with Coriiithiitii cai>itals 
in bronze. 

This was the temple. It.s length north and south wa.s 
about forty paces, and its breadth nearly sixteen paces. 
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The entrance was in the western side, anti at the other 
end there was what might be called the Holy of Holies. 
The ceiling in this naog, or imiennost part of the temple, 
\ still remained entire, exhibiting the most lovely designs 
' witli zodiacal signs and the most perfect carving tn Iw 
seen in Tadmor. Indeed, this temple is the chief triumpJi 
of the Tadmor artiste; and at the time Zenobia used to 




\ gi'acc its steps surrounded by her brilliant court, it must 
Ljhave been an object of surpassing splendour. 

The great polished columns in the temple alone, if 
I placed end to end. would have formed one column nearly 
I »x miles long; and the statues, if drawn up in fonn, 
> would have presented about the same numbera as a regi- 
ment of the line. We can well undeistand how Aurelian 
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Spent 6uch vast sums — three humlied pounds' weight of 
gold and ciglitecii hundred pounds' weight of silver, as 
well as tlie crown jewels of Zenobia — to repair tliis 
temple, wliich had been injured by hia soldiers. 

Let us look at the temple in its present state. As 
we appronch it over the patched and 

broken walls, t And leaning almut at 

every angle, as I enclosure were a huge 

lumber-yai'd of d the outer wall is a 

deep ditch, and liclied by a raised cause- 

way flagged w among which I recog- 

nized a piuiellei e sheikh and a crowd 

of his people arv. .>j8 in the gate. Camels 

and niulea psws in and out, and women with jai-s of 
water on their heads, and babies on their shoulders, enter 
the enclosure. The men are tall, and, as it seems to nic, 
have a .lewish cast of featui-es. The women are coarse 
featured, but not very ugly, and they all blacken their 
eyebrows and blue tlieir lips. 

Within, we find the whole area of tlie temple filled 
with clay-daulwd huts, so that we can only get an idea 
of tlie place by climbing over them. We pass on straight 
to the Holy of Holies, whicdi we exi>loVe with our hand- 
kerchiefs held to our noses, for the inmost shrine is 
the cesspool of the community. 

We hurry out to the fresh air; but it is not fresh, 
for all the offal and filth of the houses are Hung out 
into the n.-irrow lanes, and lie mtting in tlie sun. 
Wherever we go among these human dens there reek 
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! filth and squalor, and the hot pestiferous atiuo»phere 
of ail ill-kept stye. Such \& now the stale of that gor- 
I geous temple which the proud Tadmorenes laised to 
I their godn, which were no gods, mid where they glori- 
I fied oni; another in monuments uf perishable stone. 

Looking at the ruins of Tadmor, one wonders at the 

I rage that must have existed for columns. LitLle houses 

had their tiers of little columns, and great houses had 




their tiers of correspondingly great columns. Public edi 
i for civil and religious uses had their quota of lofty 
[•columns. Little streets and public squares all had tlieir 
I'l'ows of columns; and wherever you move, columns with- 
lout number block your path. They lie, in some places, 
f.like trees swept together by a Hood iuti) heaps; at other 
•A they protrude from the sand, or stand up in solitary 
uideur, having no apparent connection with anything else. 
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T2 PALMYRA 

The ooluniii luaniii fouiul ite fullest expressioii in the 
greiit colouuade of tliu principal street. This street iiit«i> 
8ect«(l the city, running iilmost in a line between the Templu 
of the Sun and the Castle. The end uext the temple com- 
menced with a splendid triumphal arch, and after extend- 
ing towai-da the mountain for about four thousand feet, 
terminated in what is now a maze of prostrate columns. 
The trinniphiil arch consisted of ii lai^e central and 
whicli rail (our rows of columns, 
forming a central broad- 
way and sidewalks. 
About half way down 
the street, a little below 
tlie arcade which cuts 
the colonnade at right 
angles, there are four 
massive pedestals, on 
which probably stood 
equestrimi or other atat- 
ncs of enormous magni- 
tude; and near this spot, 
on both sides, are splen- 
did ruins, which local 
tradition makes the pal- 
ace of "Sitt Zeinab" 
(Lady Zenobia) and the judgnienthall. 

Independent of the colonnades that braneJied off right 
and left, this one street, with its sidewalks, must have 
hud iibout fifteen hundred columns. These columns were 
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fifty-seven feet high, and were composed of three great 
drums, which supported Corinthian capitals and massive 
ornate entablatures. Between the second and third drum 
there was a section of a column inserted, with a pro- 
truding bracket for the reception of a bust or statue, and 
on the fronts of these brackets were inscriptions in Greek 
and Palmyrene, giving the names of the persons whose 
statues graced the pedestiUs. 

On two columns side by side, near the central arcade, 
are two inscriptions of the greatest interest. The one 
records the dedication, by his generals, of "a statue to 
Septimius Odainathus, king of kings, and regretted by the 
whole city " ; and the other is a dedication to his wife, 
"Septimia Zenobia, the illustrious and pious queen." 

In the Palmyrene, under the Greek, we find Zenobia's 
Palmyrene name — Bath-Zabbai, tlie daughter of Zabbai. 

Both statues were raised in the month of August 
A.D. 271, only a short time before the fall of the city. 

What a splendid city Palmyra must have been in its 
palmy days, when the victorious hosts of Odainathus 
returned laden with the spoils of Oriental kings, and 
marched in glittering array through the long colonnades, 
beneath the statues of illustrious Palmyrans I Or when 
the fiery Batli-Zabbai flashed through those corridors in 
her gilded chariot, surrounded by her mai-tial courtiers 
and fair companions ! Or when, with bare arms and 
helmet on head, with all the pomp of real or mimic war, 
she sallied forth on her shining Arab to review and 
harangue her warriors on the sandy plain! 
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famous ^H 

almyi'a, ^H 



T ET us pa,as on to the examioation of the 

■'— ' tombs, the most iiitei-esting objects in Palmy, 

lest we be sup[Josed to have also caught the uolutiiii 

iiiauia. 

On my first visit to Palmyra, I anived equipped for a 
thorough exploration of tiie tombs. Sii- Riehard Burton, 
who had visited the ruins before me, ui^ed me to take 
ladders and ropes and grappliiig-irons, for tlie ascent of 
the towers, which he had been unable to examine for luck 
of such appliances. In accordance with this advice, I 
made ample prejjarations. A trusty carpenter was em- 
ployed to make three thirty-foot ladders; choice poplar 
trees were carefully split up and fitted with oak rounds 
from Bashan. Powerful hemp ropes were specially manu- 
factured, and mighty grappling-irons were prepared. I 
sometimes thought if I could get up the ruin so as to 
fit on the gmppling-irons, I might bu able to disi>ense 
with them altogether; but then, what is the use of fol- 
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lowing advice by halves? So I did as I was advised, 
that nothing might be wanting to enable me to reach 
those lofty resting-places of the dead, which all my prede- 
cessors had sighed in vain to ransack. 

I had once had some skill in climbing to rooks' nests, 
but I was not then quite thirteen stone weight. I deter- 
mined, however, that in this c«ase the right hand should 
not forget its cunning, and for weeks before our depart- 
ure for Palmyra I kept running up eighty-foot ladders 
like a hodman, and climbing the slack rope like a middy. 
A large grey mule was provided to carry the scaling- 
apparatus to Palmyra. 

That mule was a wag. He would rush into the centre 
of a crowd, with the ladders on his back, stop suddenly, 
and, with the most comical expression on his countenance, 
wheel right round, and make a clean sweep of the party. 
And sometimes he would take a fancy to a cavalier, and 
go tilting {ifter him, down the plain at full speed, evi- 
dently with intent to ram liim down. 

Remonstrance was unavailing, for a thirty-foot ladder 
reaches further than a whip ; and with his load of ladders 
he would go point blank at the most wrathful horseman. 

A Turkish soldier, who had got a punch in the back, 
rushed up valiantly to chastise " the father of ladders,'' 
as the mule was called ; but before he reached the object 
of his wrath a sweep of the ladders unhorsed him, to the 
great amusement of all the spectator. 

I advise future travellers who go by the old monoto- 
nous road, to take a mule laden with ladders, for ours 
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gave us mun.' ilian In; cost in iinni»ement; and the cry, 
"There is the f.ither of ladilers." was the most [lotent 
spell to drivL- away sleep, and save us from breakiug mir 
necks. 

I shall never forget the eonst<'niation with whidi I lii-st 
saw the tomli-to^ towered up to heaven. 

more than one h most of them horribly 

cracked and to m the stones aeemed 

rotten. And wai ^pLiiig-hook over those 

lofty pinnat-lea, a t-rope practice up those 

"bowing walls," waiting for an exouae 

to fall ? 

Around the ba ...«,.intainR, nn all sides, these 

huge towel's of death lifted their heatls aloft, grim ami 
inaccessible. I was in a dreadful dilemma. If, on the one 
hand, I attempted to scale the towers, I was certain to 
break my neck; and if I failed, I was ccrt.iin to liecome 
an object of ridicule to my party, wlio jjlaced to my credit 
all the eccentricities and misdemeanoni-s of the " father 
of laddei-s," and who had ah^eady some misgivings about 
my sanity. 

Wliat was to be done? I thought of pointing out the 
awkward questions that might be raised by my insurance 
company in case of an accident oii the slack rope, or of 
explaining the irre]»arablc Iosm my family and church 
would sustain slionbl anytliing nntowanl h;ippen : but 
I knew that I could not get the barbarians to comprehend 
what was meant by a company to insure pen]ile against 
dying, and pay tliem when they were dead, and I believed 
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that they would look veiy lightly on what I considered a 
loss! 

I kept my secret, and for three days explored every- 
thing that could be explored in Palniym — interviewed 
tlie inhabitants from a missionary point of view, measured 
columns, stepped distances, explored cellars, bought 
antiques, copied inscriptions, and wrote copious notes, 
but never once went near the towei-s, all the time looking 
for some Deus ex machind to extricate me from my diffi- 
culty — some blood-thii-sty razzia by the Bedawin, or some 
other dreadful thing, which might render the exploration 
of the towers impossible. Every time my eye caught the 
laddei^s, or the towers, my heart sank within me. 

"When are you going to do the towel's?" said one of 
our party, sarcastically. The question could be put off no 
longer. Notice was given that forty men, with pickaxes, 
spades, and baskets, would be employed on the following 
morning, at six piasters for tlie day eacli. The following 
morning, before the sun had tipped the towers with gold, 
one hundred men were surging about our tent, drawn by 
the prospect of earning a shilling each. I began to pick 
out the strongest looking, and those who had the best tools, 
and to set them apart from the crowd ; but suddenly the 
whole crowd would move across to join the chosen few. 
After an hour spent in vainly trying to make a selection, 
the crowd hit upon a solution. " Give us,'' said they, 
"three or four piasters apiece, and take us all.'' Eiglity 
were easier taken than forty, and so we lessened the fee, 
and doubled the number of workmen. 
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It was the saddest siglit I saw at T.idmor, the number 
of idle, able, hungry men, wanting employment, and 
willing to work, and the fields lying uncultivated. But 
did any enterprising man, with capital, attempt to utilize 
the resources of tlie place, the Turks would encourage 
him by taxing every tree he planted, and by holding him 
i*esponsible for all arrears incurred before he was boi-n 
while the place was unoccupied. 

One old man, whom we were going to reject, held out 
his withered arms, and jumping off the ground, with a 
force that might have shaken out his few remaining teeth, 
shouted, " Let me go ; let me earn three piasters ; I can 
work as well as any of them/' 

The plucky old man got his thrce piasters, and was one 
of the most useful of the imrty. 

We started for the invasion of tlie tombs, a motley but 
formidable biind. Six men were told off to the laddei's, 
two to the ropes, and the remainder, in companies of eight, 
were j)laced under the charge of our military guards. 
We were a noisy multitude, as we swarmed down through 
the ruins to disturb the bones of the haughty Palmyrans ; 
and it was my last hope, that should the towers prove 
unscalable we might somehow take them by .screaming, 
as the French took the Bastille. 

We first proceeded to Abu Sahil, the most ancient 
cemetery, south of the entrance to Tadmor. Here were 
groups of towers, and the plain all round was full of 
mounds, which were supposed to mark the position of 
large excavated cave-tombs. According to local tradi- 
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■ Hon. a camel pnssiiig over one of these had once suddenly 
I disappeared, liaviiig fallen through the roof into the tomb. 
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Our ten companies of eight were told off, under their 
military leaders, to drive shafts into the most promising 
mounds, and jimes were offered on a graduated scale to 
the first, Hft'imd, third, etc., companies who should strike 
fresh tombs. The diercriuEr detachments coniiuenced with 
a will, and we 1 Jhe generalship of one 

European, suppt rurkish Holdiers, and 

started for tlie gan quietly with the 

smallest toHci-s, leadily to the Lirgest, 

and in less than rd work, we had thor- 

oughly explmod d on the top of eveiy 

tower, and wi; hi e recom-se to ihe ladders; 

and even then 1 ucinni we might have dispensed with 
them. The ropes were used for measuring, and the 
grappling-irons were not used at all. 

I can now assure all tliosi' who sighed to explore the 
upper stories of the tonih-towci-s, and whose imaginations 
revelled iii their undisturhed treasure, that the highest 
recesses Iiail Ijeen ransafked before I scaled them, and 
that uotliing I'enuiined but a few mutilated mummies 
and a great number of bones and skulls. 

We brought away a number of skulls, (.■lioosiiig those 
tJiat seeniefl most unlike eaeli other, and one niuumiy 
very carefully wrapped up in niuny folds of i^lnlh, of a 
texture and colour much resembling what is usi>d in Pal- 
myra at the present day. 'Die bodies had all been 
embalmed, and all the skulls were full of olive stones 
broken. 

We saw many pieces of broken statuary, but it was as a 
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rule 80 stiff and conventional that we could not much 
blame the barbarian iconoclasts. The pieces were gen- 
erally of a woman reclining on a couch, raised on her 
elbow, attended by a fawn, and receiving a cup from the 
hand of a slave who stood at the foot of the couch. So 
common was this type, with slight variations, that one 
would suppose the Tadmor belles never did anything 
but recline on couches, with a stereotyped simper on 
their faces, and receive sherbet from deferential slaves. 

The towers were all of the same type, some of them 
being large and othera small ; some of them well finished, 
and others of undressed stones. I give two pictures of 
the most perfect of these monuments, and they may be 
used to correct Wood and Dawkins' plan of the same 
monuments, which are drawn somewhat out of proportion. 

Great liberties have been taken by tourists with this 
monument. It is said to have been erected by Grichos^ 
though the man had his name written up lamlichos^ twice, 
both in Greek and Palmyrene as plain fis a signboard, 
so that he that runneth might read. The date, ^ also, 

1 Wood and Dawkins gave the date of this nionnment as 314 of 
the Seleucidae era, corresponding to the second year of the Christian era ; 
and, as far as I am aware, all who have written on Palmyra, except 
Waddington, have followed their reading. The inscription is written 
above the door, as well as on the table beneath the niche on the fa^'ade. 
Wood and Dawkins declare that inasmuch as the shape of the letters 
contradicted "a rule established by antiquaries,'' they "were careful in 
examining the date, which is very legible in both inscriptions." I have 
twice examined the date, and I have it in photograph, and it cor- 
responds to 82 of the Christian era, not 2, as Wood and Dawkins 
assert. 
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is given eighty years too early, aud tlieories in arclia?ology, 
and on the ante-Roman refinement of the Palmyrans, 
liave been founded on the mistake. The mausoleum is 
a marvel inside of beautiful carving and rich coloui-s ; but 
as it has often been described, we shall pass to another, 
and taller one, which has attracted less the attention of 
tourists, and which I explored very thoroughly. 

Kasr eth-Thuntyeh is thirty-three and a half feet square 
at the base, and twenty-five feet eight inches square 
above the basement. Its height is one hundred and 
eleven feet, and it comprises six stories, reached by stone 
stairs now much broken down. It has also underground 
an immense vault, full of bones of wild animals and 
men, with pieces of mummy cloths, etc. ()i)posite the 
door, down the centre of the building, there is a long 
hall with a very beautiful panelled stone ceiling. In 
each side of the hall are four recesses in the wall, about 
the length and breadth of a large coffin. Shelves were 
placed in these recesses, leaving room for dead bodies 
to be run in between them. The upper stories were 
like the first, except that they were not so ornate, and 
contained more recesses in the sides, some of them as 
many as eight. My companion, Mr. Cotesworth, found 
by actual counting that there were phices for four linn- 
dred and eighty bodies in this one tower. Any one willi 
a steady head, who can jump across a chasm six or seven 
feet wide and one hundred feet deep, need not fear to 
reach the top of this monument, and he will be well 
rewarded for his pains. 
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From the top of the tower he will get his best idea of 
the ruius and dimensions of Palmyra. In moister regions 
ivy and moss soon wrap ruins about so closely that they 
cannot be seen ; but here every polished shaft lies where 
it fell, as clean as it left the hands of the workman, so 
that he will have a bird's-eye view of all the ruins, in 
their desolate grandeur; and even where the sand has 
covered the streets and foundations of houses, he will be 
able to trace the exact position which they occupied. He 
will be able, also, to trace the outer wall of Zenobia's 
Tadmor, and to conjecture the points at which the final 
struggle with Rome took place. 

Having thorouglily done the towers, we returned to 
the diggers, and found that they had toiled with about 
the same success as ourselves. In nearly every place 
the barbarians and wild beasts had preceded us. The 
mummies had been torn from their cerements, and their 
bones scattered through the vaults. Skulls, mutilated 
statuary, consisting chiefly of reclining females with pine 
cones in their hands, coins, and clay tablets, with Pal- 
myrene inscriptions, were our rewards. 

One little term-cotta scarab which I picked up with 
otlier tessane in a tomb-vault proved to be of more 
than ordinary interest. It resembled the Palmyra tab- 
lets in colour and form, and I was not at once aware 
of the importance of my find, but in looking over my 
collection in the tent, I saw that one of the little 
objects was Egyptian, and at a later period I became 
convinced that I had actually discovered a scarab of the 
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,li is twice meiitiouBiI iii tlii.' 

i [)C(iple ivtre hard jji-esned by Sennii- 
cbeiib, but the boastful As- 
syiiiiii heiu-d thitt Tirhakab, 
King uf Kthiopiii. Iiiid come 
to tight iigiiiiist hilt), nnd he 
returned to Nineveh, where 
i\\A slain by his own 
sons. These references in 
liible ivre of the most 
.i-ii.il uhiiracter, and I could 
jully bring myself to be- 
uve thiit I had itctuall_y 
found at I'almyi-a a record 
I of the mysterious Egyptian 
iMi.MiiitNL nr.i Ht, nionareh who had flourished 

mure ihan iweuty-rive hundred yeiira before. 

Bciiiy fully alive to the improbability of any relic of the 
great Tirhakab being found iu a Palmyra tomb, and know- 
ing how I'eady some at home would be to trip me up if 
I bluiideied, 1 did not proclaim my iind 
publicly ; but I sent the scarab to the 
British Museum by my friend, the Rev, 
Grevilte Chester, and the late Dr. Birch 
read the inscription us follows: — 

"... of Amen, Tirhiikah, lie has 
given thee etennd life." 

■ ^ Kinits iLix. tl, uiid Ualali xxxvli 
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Oil May 4th, 1880, Dr. Birch read a paper on Tir- 
hakah befo're the Society of Biblical Archaeology, and 
referring to the scarab, said : " As the little object has 
much the same appearance as the other (Palmyra) 
objects, it is difficult to conceive how it came there, or 
if it is an indication that the conquests of Tirhakah 
extended as far as Palmyra/' ' 

Tirhakah, who was a very powerful monarch, seems to 
have begun his reign about 688 n.c. 

There is a very touching reference to his prosperity 
in an Egyptian inscription. At a very early age he left 
Ethiopia and proceeded nortliward, and he seems to have 
made his way to the throne while still a youth. His 
mother, who had remained behind in Ethiopia for a time, 
followed him north, and when she overtook him, slie 
found him King of Upper and Lower Egypt. He 
extended his conquests to distant lands. Strabo says he 
penetrated as far as tlie Pillars of Hercules. A statue 
at Boulak mentions among his con (pies ts, the Bedawin, 
the Hittites, Aradus, the Phcienicians, the Assyrians, and 
Mesopotamia. The Temple of Thebes and the Fane of 
Mount Barkal and other Egyptian monuments attest 
the splendour of Tiihakah's reign. 

One slab, discovered by us in an underground tomb, 
contained two figures, two feet three inches high, both 
holding up one bunch of gmpes between them. It had 
also Palmyrene inscriptions^ between tlie heads of the 

' Transactions, Vol. VII. p. 208. 

"^ The inscriptiou between the heada of the figures reads thus : 



\ 
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stiitiies ivud baneatli their feet, and the di-apery, like that 
of all llie other ligures, was of niaiij' folds and creases. 
On the lower corner 
of a somewhat simi- 
lar slab I saw in 
very minute Greek 
the name of the 
establishment that 
supplied the orna- 

Crossing the Abu 
Sahil Cemetery, I 
noticed a hole made 
Ly a fox or a jackal, 
at the base of one 
nf the mounds, I 
tlirew a stone into 
the hole, aud heard 
it roUingdownacon- 
siderable distance. 
spirit of adventure was roused, and squeezing myself 

"IiuageB of Biialatga uii<l 'Alliasba, cliildieii uf Biiiia, sou of Jaatiubi." 
The inacripl ion below the figures reveraes aud ftniplifiea the other: "In 
tbe niontli ai Kanun [November], jeiir 4011 [HI a.u.]. TheBe l«u like- 
; those of 'AUiaslia and Boolal^a, chiUlren of Burnt, sou ot 
J»Bhubi, son of Belsazar, son of Hiram — Habol." The last word corre- 
r Vale, or StquUicat in pncc. The lublel, wbieli was too 
hckv; for us to carry, was broiiehl to Damascus by the Ilusslaii conaul, 
U whom I am indebted for the photograph from nhich the eugraviug is 
Ukeo. The engraved alab is now bi St. Petersbui'if. 
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through the hole with some difficulty, and sliding down 
gently, I suddenly dropped seven or eight feet, into a pitch 
dark dungeon. I thought I liad fallen a much greater 
distance ; indeed, in the unknown darkness, I thought, in 
my descent, I was never going to reach the bottom. 

Having recovered from the shock of the fall, I lighted 
a piece of magnesian wire, and found myself amply 
, rewarded for my abrupt tumble, by the maivellous scene 
that met my view. 

By the bright liglit I saw that I was in a low-browed 
vault, surrounded by the mouldering remains of one 
hundred and fifteen Palmyrans. The vault was sixty 
feet long by twenty-seven wide, and seven or eight feet 
high. There w^ere nine recesses for bodies on either 
side, and five at the lower end. The recesses, in length 
and general dimensions, resembled the locxdi in the tomb- 
towers which we had already explored; but they were 
cemented down the sides, and each had five shelves of 
hard-baked pottery fitted and cemented into them. 

On these shelves the embalmed corpses of the Pal- 
myrans were laid, the bodies having been rammed in 
head foremost, with their feet out. As I looked around 
this silent and awful resting-place of the dead, I could 
not help thinking that Isaiah may have had in view such 
a charnel-house when he described the commotion that 
would be caused by the arrival of the Chaldean monarch : 
"Hell [sheoV] from beneath is moved for thee to meet 
thee at thy coming; it stirreth up the dead for thee" 
(Isa. xiv. 9). 



PAL.VVRA AND ZENOBIA. 



My niagiieaiaii wire soon buriieil to the end, but Iwfore 
it wiis exhausted I had time to luiike the accomiianying 
groiiiid plan of the vanlt. on ii pii'i'p (if ei^iiii'tte |)iipi.*i' 
whirli I Ijai.pniLa hi li.ivr in my piK-ket, 



jiiirmiiJimi. 



1 



\ 



"m^injumj 



When tlic blight Uglit went out, the darkness became 
paljmble. I struck my few remaiiiing matches, one after 
another, but they only served to disclose the densenesa 
of the gloom, I was in a veiitable tra|i of death. The 
hole through wliich I had descended was several feet 
l)eyond my reach. I had been a considerable time in 
the pit, but the minutes seemed hours, and it was clear 
that none of my party knew anything of my position. 
In the still darkness, 1 heard the Waling of my own 
lieart distinctly. 

After a few minutes of Lewildennent, it beeame appar- 
ent that I must depend on my own efforts to effect my 
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escape from the awful charnel-house. I began at once 
to draw the pottery shelves from under the skeletons, to 
form a step by which to reach the hole at the top. It 
was not pleasant, in the darkness, to grope among the 
bony skeletons, sometimes putting my hands on a skull, 
and sometimes on the fleshless toes of a foot. 

I tried to set up the longest tiles on their ends, laying 
others across, and propping up the structure with shin- 
bones and other fragments of skeletons ; but the erection 
came down when I tried to mount it, and I found that 
it would be necessary to build up a solid mass of the 
tile shelves. The tiles were about an inch thick, and I 
knew that there were one hundred and fifteen, but some 
of them were so well cemented into their places that I 
could neither draw them out nor break them. 

It soon Ijecame a struggle for life, and in the darkness 
I lost a good deal of time in finding the exact spot on 
which to place the tiles when I had succeeded in drawing 
them from under the fleshless skeletons. 

In the midst of my operations, I heard footsteps 
overhead. I made all the noise I could, singing the 
Druze war-song, which carries a great burden of sound. 
I heard voices, and believed I was heard ; but the sound 
of voices and of the footfalls died away. 

I resumed my labours with a feeling of consternation. 
I do not think I was much troubled with superstitious 
feelings, but I worked so hard that the perspiration 
dropped from my face. 

Suddenly, to my great joy, many voices and more 
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numerous footsteps retui'ned. Some of the Palr.iyrana 
who had heard me underground declared with alai'm 
that the dead were being disturbed, and that they were 
shouting for the "Sheikh Ibn el-IIamdan " ; and some 
of my people, who had missed me, hearing the report, 
and reeogiiizing a bit of my desert Druze song, cauie 
hurrying off to find me. 

A rope with a gi-appling-iron was let down the hole. 
I put my foot on the hook, using it as a stirrup, and 
holding by the rope, I was, after a little trouble, di-awn 
out once more into the light of day. I had Ireen absent 
scarcely an hour, though tlie time of my detention in 
the darkness seemed an age. 




%:^%:'X^^ 



CHAPTER X. 



I HAD spent eight Iioui-s jinioiig the tombs above 
ground, and one hour with the (lead in the durkneas. 
I was much in need of ii bath, and one of tin? finest 
baths in the world was at hand. 

We hun-ied to the fountain called Ephca, south of the 
entrance of the city, and plunged in. Tlie water was 
warm, but not uncomfortably so, and one soon ceased to 
be distressed by the disagreeable smell of sulphur. It was 
a part of our plan to explore as far as possible this sub- 
terranean river, and so, leaving a guard at the entrance, 
I swam in with a candle. The Hver turned in somewhat 
to the right, under Jehel el-Mantar. Soraetimea the roof 
rose fifteen or twenty feet above the water, and sometimes 
it was so close to the water as scarcely to leave me room 
to pass. The breadth varied from seven to twelve feet, 
and in several places where I dived to the bottom I esti- 
I mated the depth to be from eight to ten feet. 

As I proceeded, the water became sensibly warmer and 



J 



g6 PALMYRA AND ZE.XOBIA. 

the air more difBcult to breathe, and the flatne of the candle 
grew smaller and smallei-, and tiiiaUy went out altogether. 
I estimate that I had penetrated between four and five 
hundi-ed feet, and the cavern still continued broad and 
deep; but when the lieht went out, I was left in darkness 
that might be fe 

There is no i r one leaves the entrance, 

as the water h; and undermined the per- 

pendicular sidei titer is not buoyant; but as 

it is warm, one t a long time without receiv- 

ing any harm. a out of the darkness, having 

received no harm t a few bumps, and having spent 

in the water about an hour and a quarter. T question, 
however, if it would be iiossible to peuetrati' into the 
cavern much further than I went, owing to tliL' Muli)hun>us 
atmosphere. 

The aqueduii-t seems to hx: uatuial. TJic sid.^s and roof 
are conqiosL'd of ii gravelly olay, whiuh snuiiis to l)u always 
falling in ; and I saw no tnices "f man, except at the 
entmnoc, where there is some cutting in tin- nick lo let 
the water out. An altiir whii-h stund at Ihr' uiniilh of (he 
cavern gave it Ihe iianic Fount K|ilica. 'I'lindatc ..f the 
dedication of the altar was tJic 2nili ,>f October, llli A.I.. 
The grotto is much used as a kiili still, and \vc seldom vis- 
ited it without startling from tlii'ir balli the- nyniplis of the 
village: and I am told that tlie licdauin arc so foii() of 
it tJiat a nunilier of them arc drowned in it every year. 

and forms a little river. A slight steam rises from the 
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water, and the stones are stained by the sulphur; but 
after passing over the sandy bed of the stream for a few 
hundred yards, the water loses much of its disagreeable 
taste. It is used chiefly for wjvshing, and for irrigating 
the gardens; but it is also drunk, and considered whole- 
some by the natives. 

The fountain of Ephca has been erroneously supposed 
to have been the principal source of the city's water 
supply. To the left of the entrance to Palmyra there are 
the ruins of an aqueduct of massive, well-dressed stones, 
which once brought water to the city proper. This wius 
constructed to contain a volume of water eight feet high 
by four feet broad. Near the same place there passed 
into the city an underground a(][ueduct, which was con- 
ducted down the middle of the grand colonnade. It is 
first tapped, not far from tlie triumphal arch, at a depth 
of eight or ten feet below the pavement, and it flows out 
of the city north of the Great Temple, and is used for all 
purposes, especially for irrigation. 

This water is drawn from a fountain called Abu el- 
Fawaris, which lies about five miles due west of the 
Castle of Tadmor. The water is good, but perceptibly 
impregnated with sulphur; and as all tlic channels have 
been choked up for hundreds of years, ()e()ple busy them- 
selves in conjecturing whence the Palmyrans got their 
water supply. There is no doubt that the Aim el-Fawaris 
fountain was their chief source ; but the waters of Kphca 
were also utilized, and the houses had cisterns for rain- 
water, as we discovered in several places. 

H 
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The Caslli' of Piilinyi-a is perhiijis tlie most conspicuous 
object in tin' lu'igliliourhood, and well deserves a visit, not 
on its OWN aiotiunt, but on account of the unparalleled 
view whicli it (.(immands. We rode up the momitain to 
near the tdji. iuui when it became too steep for our honaes, 



we left tlieni v 
deep ditcli sup 

cunning tliem^e 

We climbed 
au almost perpi 
of a brokon b 
easy access to t 
hoi-aes haling Ijc 

The castlf stands 
summit, imprcgniiblc 



pi'oceeded on foot. A 
I, And partridges were 



a by the rough face of 

rat we saw the remains 

dit<!h, which once gave 

1 . mere are still marks of 

^d within it. 

the bighest peak, on the highest 
any foivo in tlie desert : but the 
present structure i« built of small stones quarried out of 
the ditch and rifled fi'oni the ruins, and is doubtless :» 
late effort of llic Moslems. 

'Die castle is still entire, and the rooms, which were 
iirched and cemented, aiv all in a rrood .state of pre.serv- 
ation. From its billlemeuts we had an uninterrupted 
view on all sides. The Dawjira range' of mountains, 
on which we stood, stretched away north-east to the 
Eu[ilirates, and beyond as far us the Tigris; and near 
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the eastern base of the mountains we Aj^vC^.^the village of 
Arak, with about fifteen huts and a Tuikisbr'gtirrison. 

We could distinctly trace the old walls '•o^.^'l^admor 
extending down the mountain, from outside thV'cdstle, 
in a south-eastern direction, and curving round the city. . 
Away beyond, east and south, was the flat, yellow desertv-**. * •. 
patched and seamed with glistening salt. Far to the 
south, past the shoulder of Jeljel el-Mantiir, stood a soli- 
tary tower, called Kivsr el-Hazun ; and on the horizon 
beyond, there appeared a low i-ange of mountains, known 
as Jebel el-'Aleib. To the west, over a wavy liighland of 
limestone hills, we could distinctly discern through the 
blue mist^ the lofty outline of Lebanon and the snows 
of the Cedar mountiiin. 

What a watch-tower from which an enemy might be 
descried while he was yet several days' journey from the 
place I Beneath us, the city, half surrounded by its 
gardens, lay calm as a city of the dead, and supremely 
lovely even in desolation. As we stand on the battle- 
ments we see at a glance the appropriateness of its name. 
Tadmor in Syriac means *^ wonderful," and in Arabic 
ruin." The Syriac and Arabic name still clings to 
the ** wonderful ruin," while the Roman name Palmyra 
is absolutely unknown to the natives. 

The name Tadmor has been supposed to mean in 
Hebrew '* city of palm-trees," and it has been taken for 
granted that Palmyra is the Greek translation of the 
word; but the word Tadmor is not Hebrew, and the 
word Palmyra is not Greek. The meaning of the word 
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should be sLui^lifJor in the language of the jieople who 
frequenteil' ifrj^e fountains before tlie time of Solomou, 
for thdTJj^-'lit.' built Tadmor in the wildeiueaa, lie did 
not tolyiilgc lis iiatue. 



.^ •■^he greiit king of ]« 
•\doiu by eoiiquoi 

in the wildeinei 

found the inijio: 

plied with water 

West, and he et 

Boncd it, the b 

the wealth of lltt; 



iiel, having extended bis king- 
aud east, "built Tadnior 
e cities of Humath." Hd 
dmor, in the desert, su^i- 
!ie link between East and 
:d, and doubtless garri- 
ate his empire and draw 
I his little kingdom. Doubts 



less Tadnior was ti ., aa now, an open and unsafe rest- 
ing-place for the beareiTi of the commodities be so niueh 
desired ; and be made it not only a strong outpost', but 
a secure haven. 

As we have seen, the Bible ' and local tradition unite 
in declaring that "'Solomon built Tadnior in the wilder- 
ness"; but who built the Tailmor of Odainathus and 
Zenobia? Who polished and poised those columns now 
strewed on the jilaiii before us? for not a vestige 
remains of the Tadmor of Solomon, As being the 
most remote, Tadmor was jirobably one of the lirst places 
wrested fmm the feeble successors of Solomon, and foi- 

1 One ami only once (i Clirou. viji. 4) is Tacliiiur uiPiitioiifd iti lliu 
Biblf. Till' Tadiilur in ■-* Kiiipi ix. 13 U Tiuiiar in iliv Koliivw u-w. itnil 
is sitiil III lit' " III Ih'' liiiiil,'" iiiLil is iinw iili'iidtiril na a ruiti nt Kuriiuli iti 
llif liiiiil of .Iu'l:i. ICi-fry iK'aniiiil tsilk.* faiiiiii.irly of King Solomon, and 
yi;l tlioif is nut a ISiblf in tbc placo, nor would tin; inhabitants anept a 
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a thousand years it disappears from histoiy, having 
become, in all probability, a " wonderful ruin " in the 
eyes of the savage hordes that encamped about its foun- 
tains. Palmyra, however, as the convenient half-way 
house between the commercial cities of Phcenicia and 
of the Seleucidaj on the Mediterranean, and the eastern 
realms about and beyond the Persian Gulf, rose into a 
wealthy and independent state. Secure in her surround- 
ing desert, like sea-girt England, Palmyra, as the channel 
of East India merchandise, grew in wealth, but not in 
strength ; and about half a century before the Christian 
eixi, she came on the stage of Koman history for the first 
time, when Mark Antony attempted to plunder her mer- 
chant princes. 

For the next three hundred yeai-s, Tadmor continued 
to grow in wealth and power, and in the cultivation of 
all the arts of war and peace. Tadmor flourished, like 
Switzerland, a free republic, surrounded by mighty and 
despotic empires. Her architects and sculptore adorned 
her with edifices which excite the wonder of the world, 
and she became the congenial home of the greatest phi- 
losopher of his age, Longinus, the author of the " Treatise 
on the Sublime?," and the prime minister of Zenobia. 

Odainathus, one of her senators, rose to the proud 
position of holding tlie balance of power between Rome 
and Parthia, and of avenging the Roman arms, and wear- 
ing the Roman purple ; and his widow, Zenobia, victorious 
over the Roman legions, reigned. Queen of the East, 
from the Nile to the Euphrates. 
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From the time of Mark Antony to the time of Auro- 
liaii the city had so grown in sti'ength tliat the latter 
waa unable In lake it with hU vii^torious armies, though 
only defended by the i-emiinutti of Zenobia's dispiritfiil 
troops; and Taduior did not aurrender till Zeiiobia, who 
had eacaped to r, was brought back a 

prisoner from iht imtes. 

The golden aj oaperity seems to have 

been from her the power of Rome, 

until she was fi that power ; and her 

splendid edifices ut that wave of civilLzar 

tioii which \\'a8 ion by the Macedonian con- 

queror, ami contir „_,■ the Romans. Like moat of 

the splendid ruins of Syria, thuse of Palmyra date from 
the early centuries of our era. From the early part of the 
second century tlie relations between Rome and Palmyra 
became most intimate. Palmyra ministered to Komau 
luxury, and Rome became pledged for the safety and 
stability of the merchant city. 

In all ages the wealth of India lias flowed in a direct 
line to the centre of the world's power. The centre 
of tlie world's power had become fixed <ni the Seven 
Hills, and Pliny tells us that tlie city of Rome alone 
took animally one million nexterlU of Indian morcbundise. 
It is interesting to trace the routes across the desert 
along which, as by a magnet, Rome drew the riches 
of tlie Kast. One line pas-^ed through (iaza and Petra 
to Foratli. A second, Ktartiiig fnnii AlcUa nn the Medi- 
terranean, ran across (ialilec. north of Nazareth, crossed 
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the Jordan below the lake of Gennesaret, and struck 
direct for the head of the Persian Gulf, past Bosra and 
SulkhaJ. The Roman road is still in many places un- 
injured, awaiting the European engineers to lay down 
the rails on the shortest^ safest^ and cheapest overland 
route to India. 

The northern routes from Antioch through Aleppo and 
Karrhas or more northern still through Carchemish, 
Edessa, and Nisbis, were closed to commerce by cen- 
turies of turbulence. It was at Palmyra that the East 
and West joined hands in the mutual benefits of com- 
merce. The Tadmorenes, like the English in our day, 
were the chief carriers and retailers of Indian merchan- 
dise, and Appian, tlie Roman historian, speaks of them 
with the same contempt as the first Napoleon spoke of 
the '' nation of shopkeepers.'' " They are merchants," said 
lie, disdainfully, '' who seek among the Pei'sians the 
products of India and Arabia, and carry them to the 
Romans.'' 

The Tadmorenes took a diflferent view of the dignity 
of commerce, and many of the statues that sentinelled 
the long colonnades were placed there in lionour of the 
successful leaders of caravans. Thus J. A. Zebeida wiis 
adjudged a statue in April 147 A.i)., by the merchants 
who accompanied him with the caravan from Volgesia. 
Markos had a statue for organizing the caravan of 
which Zabdeatlius was tlie conductor. Thaimarson was 
honoured with a place in the grand colonnade, on 
account of his having led a caravan from Karak for 
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tlie liquidiitiuii of an aacienb debt of three hundied diiiai-s. 
And a, atiitue was erected in tlie grand coloiiuade, in 257 
A.D., by tln3 .senate and peojile in honour of Sahualath, for 
liaviug conducted a caravan at hia own expense. In 
several uisUiijces, aldo, we find tribca creeling statues to 
those whom the' merited well of them ; 

80 that tlie Be ve thrown in their lot 

with the mercha 

In those days s held the monopoly of 

the overland rot md so long as they main- 

tained ;i strict letweeu tiome and Persia, 

they grew in v , general luxury; and we 

learn fi-oni many j tnsoriptiona that the citizens 

lavished their wealth in beautifying their city. Tlie 
inscriptions give us the best answer to the question, 
which lias puzzled so many, " \Vho built the Tadnior 
of Zenobia?" 

It has been generally supposed tliat Iliidrian adorned 
Palmyra, but frojn the inscriptions we learn that the 
beautifying of the place was ratlier the woi'k uf the 
people and senate of the lu.vurious little repuhlie. 

The rule seems to have been that when wealthy citi- 
zens ei'ected temples and colonnades in honour of the 
gods, and performed other public-spirited auts, their 
fellow-citizens honoured them with statues. Thus, 
from ail inscription, we learn that one nian erected 
six columns, witli their arcliitraves, and painU-d them, in 
honour of Shunis and Alalb fthe Snn and a female deity 
worshippi;a hy tlie ArabsJ, aiid his fcllow-cicizens eieuted 
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a statue to him in March 129 a.d. Another citizen erected 
seven columns, with all their ornaments and brazen bal- 
ustrades, and he was "statued " in March 179 a.d. And 
from the inscription, to which we have already referred, 
on the portico of the "Temple of the King's Mother," 
we learn that '' the temple, with all its ornaments, was 
built by one Mala, called Agrippa, at his own expense." 
A statue wivs erected to Mala for his services during the 
visit of the "god Hadrian"; but he seems to have been 
a general benefactor, for it is recorded in the same 
inscription that "he gave oil to the inhabitants, the 
soldiers, and to strangers." 

The small temples and the colonnades appear, from 
the inscriptions, to have been the gifts of private indi- 
viduals ; but such a work as the great Temple of the 
Sun must have proceeded from the senate and the 
republic. It is not unlikely that private donations may 
also have been used, and we iind an inscription record- 
ing the dedication of a statue " by the senate and people 
to Ogga, who honoured himself by giving to the senate 
the sum of ten thousand drachmas." ^ 

It would thus seem that the Tadmorenes could honour 
the gods, adorn the city, and have their vanity gratified 
by a statue, for an outlay of from £400 to X500. By 
the side of this statue stood another to Ogga, and the 
inscription significantly declared that " it was erected 
by the senate and people for love." 

^ The Attic drachma was worth 0}(/., aud the Aginetan, 1«. Id. 
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'I'lie people of Tivdnior, aa the iusuriptioiis declai'e, 
lionoured and rewardud citizens who rendered distin- 
guished service to the conimuiiity, and in the bestowal 
of their favours they marked with special distinction 
their townsuian Odaiiiathus and liis wife Zeiiohia. 





CHAPTER XI. 



THE history of Zeiiobiii is linked iiisejMirably, by fact 
and fiction, with Palmyra, nnd deserves iit onr 
hands a more detailed iiotiee tlian we hiivo given thus 
far. The very mention of Tadmnr, as ive have already 
said, recalls the names of Wolumim and Zenohia, and 
both are associated in the Oriental mind with the won- 
derful ruin : but while Solomon is accredited with sn[ier- 
human powein, the Sitt Zeinab, or l-ady Zenohia, is 
renowneil for her womanly graces and accomplishments, 
ius well as for her vast leaniing and martial bearing. 

In a bookless land, traditions are carefnlly preserved 
among a jx-ople who talk and listen, hnt do ntit read. 
and the wonderful story of the Sitt Zeinab is scarcely 
more niytliieal on the lijw of the Palniyrans and liedawtn, 
than is that of Zenohia Augusta in the pages of Ti-e- 
hellius Pollio, Zosimua, and Vopiseus. 

In building up a slight history of Zenobia, and the 
dynasty of which she was the most distinguished orna- 
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inent, 1 liiive tUreo sources of information ojien to me, 
the Hdnian liistortana, the Palmyraii inBciiptioiis, and the 
living tniilitions. Of the latttr, I ahall make sparing u 
and only wlioji it banuonizes with tlie two former.' 

The Runiiiri Empire came into contact with Britain 
and Piilnijra a time. Twelve years be- 

fore Julius Cief. ->over, Mark Antony, on a 

plundering expe Tiid on Palmyra, But the 

Palmyiiins fled i jures beyond the Euphrates, 

and tlic Roman the city denuded of ita 

wealth. Uu ala > Palmyra archeis, before 

whom his ravnln 

At iliis period a must have been an important 

place, for one of the great tomI^towers duties Inck to 
9 A.D. Pliny defines the geographical ;uid jmlilical 
position of Tadnior. as "sitnateil in tlic iiiiilst of an 
almost imi>assable desert, and on the i-onlines of two 
powerful and lio.-itile kingdnms." 

The definite history of Palmyra begins in the early days 
of the Christian era, although there is a great wealth of 
local tradition regarding Solomon aiid the -liin. 

I'almyra owed its rise and s]tlendoiir to a munber 

I For imidi i)f the Iriiditions to vvliidi I altacli woislil. 1 ;ini iniUl.t.'il 
to lilt' IrttE* L:nly KIli'iiboriiuKli, wlio spent .1 j;ica( ileiil nf riiiiE^ n( I'nl- 
mym. and Imsk^il luTwlf in weaving lnEi'llicr Ihf local storii's rc.iranlinir 
tJio j.'"'iit ilosiTl (lucc'ii. Cliii'lly fr.iiii tliis soun-i' 1 .Irvivid my inforin- 
ntirm rcwLiiiins Z.^noMii's niilitaiy c:iin].s. ami tlir loiitis liy vvliidi lior 
rtvniba marcli'd (.■ nicci .\iiL-.li:iii. I.aily Ell.>iil.orn,i^li-s i.iiiililU-ntiiiiis 
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of causes, geographiciil, political, and personal. It was 
a buffer state between the Roman and Parthian spheres, 
and, as Mommsen says, "in every collision between the 
Romans and Parthians, the question wfis asked, what 
policy the Palmyrans would pursue." ^ 

The wars l^etween these rival powers contributed to 
the wealth and importance of the little neutrjil republic, 
which maintained its independence down to 130 A.D., when 
the Emperor Hadrian visited it, and gave it his own name, 
Hadrianopolis. 

He did not conquer Palmyra, but he took it into a 
kind of client-relationship of mutual advantage. Seven 
years later, a law regulating the customs and dues of 
Palmyra was engraved upon a stone in the city, and 
tliis long inscription, recently discovered, throws much 
light on the life and industry of the j)lace. 

As interested and powerful protectors of the safest 
route to India, the Palmvrans were of vital service to 
the East as well Jis to the West, in keeping open the 
lines of commerce. As a mercantile community, and the 
guardians of merchandise, neutrality and peace were essen- 
tial to the pi'ospority, and even to the existence, of the 
desert city ; but the Roman legions cre[)t slowly but surely 
chxser to Tadmor. A Roman garrison was stationed at 
Danava, on the way to Damascus ; Roman legions were 
on both banks of the Euphrates, as far down jis Circesium ; 
and Mesopotamia, which had been added to the Roman 
Empire by Severus, was occupied by imperial troops. 

1 Tht Provinces of the JRonmn Empire, Vol. II. 03. 



^^M 




■ 




III P.-JLMYRA AND ZENOBfA. ^| 


Althougli ilie 


Roman power was firmly established on ^| 


three sides of Pi 


ilmyia, the relation of the little republic ^^k 


ho the desiTt tv 


ibea was suoh that the Komans treated ^^k 


it with maikud 


consideitition. ^H 


Septiniius Scvi 


eras raised it to the position of a Roman ^| 


colony, and ii jki 




late managed its affaire. ^H 


In drawing cloa 




slatiriiiship, the Romnns ^H 


did not impose i 




on the Palmyrans ; and, ^^k 


unlike other pe 




ytaa witliiu the Roman ^| 


sphere, they we 




the two imperial Ian- H 


guages, bui iist 




ell as in private dncu- H 


ments, their nwi 




y side with the Greek. 


Palmyra als<i f, 


ustonis district, in which the 



customs were collected, not on account of the state, but 
of the district. 

As the bonds of nnion with Rom<! liccnme closer, the 
Palmynins liegan to add Roman tiiiiiics to their own 
Semitic names; but tlicy seem In have talicn wliatever 
advantage they could derive from Um Roman cnmiection. 
and while growing in wealth and power, thoy maintained 
their independence, notwithstanding the veneer and nomi- 
nal domination of Rome. 

When war broke out between the Persians and Romans, 
Palmyra became a jtlace of supreme importance to ibc 
imperial cause, anil successive emperors visited it on their 
way eastward, and iiiHuential citizens received at tlieir 
hands distinguislicd marks of imperial favour. 

Septimius Soverns, un nnc of liis expeditions against 
the Parlliians, visit.'d I'almvra. and raised a distingni>lied 
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citizen, named Odainathus, to the rank of senator; and 
the new senator assumed the name of his patron, and 
was knowJi as Septimius Odainathus, the son of Hairan, 
the son of Wah-ballath, the son of Nassor. 

This Septimius Odainathus was a powerful citizen, as 
well as a Roman favourite, lie was, however, playing 
a double game, and being suspected of plotting a revolt 
against Roman authority, his assassination was procured 
by Rufinus, a Roman officer. 

A crime is always a blunder; and Septimius Odainathus 
left behind him two sons, Hairan and Odainathus. Hairan, 
the elder, is mentioned as chief or headman of the 
Palmyrans, in an inscriptioji dated 251 A.i). But the fame 
of the family centres round the younger brother, Odai- 
nathus. Both, however, contributed to the result; for while 
Odainathus led the men of action and the Bedawin of the 
desert, Hairan guided the wealthy merchants and the 
aristocracy of the city. 

Odainathus meditated revenge on the Romans for 
the murder of his father, but he bided his time and kept 
his own counsel. He spent his youth among the hardy 
spearmen, perfecting the instrument by which he hoped 
to throw off the yoke of the foreigner, and accustoming 
himself to the ways and wants of hardy warfare. His 
opportunity came, but not with so clear an issue as he 
meditated. 

In the year 251 A.D., the emperor fell fighting against 
the Goths in Europe, and the Empire for a time seemed to 
have fallen to pieces. The West was in confusion, and 
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the East wii^ left to take care of itself, without any helping 
hand frmn Ri.mie. Black Sett pirates ravaged the coasts 
of the Mcititi^nanean, Sapor of Persia drovt the llomans 
out of Mt'Mopotiimia, Armenia, Cappiidocia, and Syria. 
After ii time of confusion, the Empire hegau to right 
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itself, and Publiui 
of the Cmsara. 
drove them out 
swept away a gi 
in following up 

In 258 A.U., as 
raised I )(l:iin;ithii8 
smiths :mil ^itversii 



■-' - inus ascended the throne 

against the Feraians, and 

; but fi terrible plague 

. ai8 army, and delayed him 



1 passed through Palmyra, he 
insulai' dignity : and the gold- 
the city marked the elevation of 
their fellow-citizen to the highest honorary title of the 
Empire, by an inscription which still tells the talc. 

To the north-west of the city there is a sjjuce marked 
with black ashes, and the natives of Palniyni call it the 
"Siaijhah" or silversmiths' quarter. Tlieie the workere 
in the precious metiils carried on their craft, ;iiid formed 
probably one of the most powerful guilds of Palmyra. 
They used their influence in the elevation of Odainathus, 
who intended to succeed whether the lionian or the 
Persian proved victorious. 

Sapor the Great was then at the zenith of his power. 
There had Iwen a revival of the old Persian faith and 
Persian valour, and the Uonians had Hed before the host.'i 
of Iran. After long delay, Valerian crossed the Euphrates 
at the close of '25f>, or the beginning of 5C0 A.n. A des- 
perate and decisive battle was fought near Edessa. Tin; 
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Romans were beaten, and the emperor was taken pris- 
oner and carried into captivity. The disaster to the 
imperial cause at Edessa in the East was as great as the 
fall of Decius at the mouth of the Danube had been to 
the Empire in the West. 

Sapor treated the unfortunate Valerian with savage 
cruelty. He boasted that on mounting his horae he 
always placed his foot on the neck of a Roman emperor ; 
and when Valerian died, after enduring the most cruel 
indignities, he had him flayed, and his skin stuffed with 
straw, and preserved as a trophy in the national temple. 

Sapor pressed his victory with ruthless vigour. An- 
tioch and other cities 'and towns were sacked by his 
barbarian soldiery. Endless trains of captives thronged 
the routes to Persia, and were led like cattle to the water, 
once a day ; and it is said that the Persians, in order to 
facilitate their passage of a deep ravine, filled it with 
their captives, and marched across on their throbbing 
bodies. 

Odainathus, having watched the campaign, resolved to 
conciliate the victor. The whole East seemed at Sapor's 
feet, and Odainathus sent him congratulatory letters, rich 
presents, and an enormous train of dromedaries. But 
the haughty Sapor, flushed with victory, rejected the 
Palmy ran's gift with scorn. 

''Who is this Odainathus," asked the Persian, "that 
thus insolently presumes to write to his lord? Let him 
prostrate himself before our throne, with his hands bound 
behind him, or swift destruction shall be poured on his 
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head, hia rafe. iind his country-." So saying, lie ordered 
the presents tn l>u huiied inti tlie river. (Piitricius in 
Excerp. Leg. \\. '24.) 

Odainiithns, wlio had medi tilted freedom from the golden 
yoke of RoiHf, Iiail no desire to become the abject thrall 
of the arrogant S ' \/ and the desert shared 

witJi him the fe« ment roused by the inso- 

lence of the Imrlxi; sy perceived the common 

danger, they unite ivei-s to meet the impend- 

ing blow. 

Sapor had showi ipe lie was ready to bite. 

He had met no mi the Empire after the 

overthrow of Vale uu city after city, following the 

example of Antioch, oi>eiied its gates to the victorious 
Peraians. Hut on reaching Pompeiopolis, on the coast 
of Cilicia, a stubborn resistance was offered. an<l Sai>or 
was obliged to invest and l)esiege the citv- 

At this juiictnre an enterprising leader, known as Cal- 
listus or Itiillista, turned the fortunes of i1k> wnr by a 
bold stroke. Without any special authoiity. he got to- 
gether the scattered Itnmau ships, sailed U'r the besieged 
city, and falling suddenly on the besiegers, slaughtered 
several thousands nf them, .iiid ea]jturcil the loyal 
harim. 

Sapor, on receiving the suddeii check in Cilicia, Imnietl 
home to quell the little storm lie bad raised at Ta.lnior. 
Odainathus, accompanied by Ids beautiful and warlike 
wife, Zenobia, bad already taken the field, and niarcheil 
to intercL-i.t tlie rcfuiuing fue. He bail with Jiim the 
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sheikhs of the desert tribes with their swift cavalry, and 
the archers and spearmen of Tadnior, who had known 
their leader from childhood. The patriotic guilds of the 
city were there in their strengtli, under the eye of their 
distinguished fellow-citizen. The desert and town Arabs 
were united to drive back the barbarians, and save the 
beautiful city, the centre and source of their industry. 
In addition to the Orientals, Odainathus had collected the 
remnants of the shattered legions in that region, and 
he had under his command a disciplined Roman force 
eager to meet the Persians again, and wipe out the 
stain of defeat. 

The army of Palmyra encountered the Persians to the 
west of the Euphrates, before they had crossed the river. 
A battle was fought, and Odainathus and Zenobia gained 
a decisive victory. The Bedawin swept the Persian cav- 
alry before them, and the gallant Tadmorenes and steady 
Romans complete<l the rout of the barbarians. Sapor 
fled witli the remnant of his army beyond the Euphrates, 
hotly pursued by the man whose presents, a short time 
before, he had arrogantly thrown into the river. 

According to Trelxillius Pollio, Odainathus captured 
the king's treasures. He also captured the I'emainder 
of the king's wives who had not been seized by Callistus, 
and he caused Sapor to flee into his own country. 

In the hour of victory the hand of Odainathus wa."» 
stayed. A Roman geneml had thrown off the Roman 
yoke in Northern Syria, and an Oriental empire was l)eing 
set up in the East, on the shattered foundation of the 
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The armies me 




261 A.D., where it is said 


that CallUtiis be 




iter to Odainathus. An- 


other account, hy 




of Callistus having been 


put to death by 




. One tiling is clear, that 


Odainathua was f 




in his campaign against the 



usurper. 

By his brilliant victories, Odainathus had become king 
of the East. The em]jeror had given him an exceptional 
position, without a parallel. He w.xs not merely joint 
ruler, but "independent lieutenant of the emperar for 
the East." 

Odainathus had gained the point at which he aimed. 
Valerian was a captive in the hands of Sa]>or. and his 
son Gallienus was just the kind of weak and frivolous 
emperor that suited the ambitious designs of the Pal- 
my ran. 

According to Trebellins IMlio: " While (iallicnus was 
idle, or only doing foolish and ridiculous tilings, Oilai- 
natlius ciushfd Hallisla (Callistus). a pretender to the 
Empire. Ho then iniincdiat.-ly waged war on the I'er- 
sians to avenge Valerian, which that ejiijicior's sun had 
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neglected to do; occupied Nisibis and Carras, and sent 
the captive satraps to Gallienus to shame him. 

"Persia being desolated, and all Mesopotamia being 
reduced to the Roman power, the conquering troops 
having marched to Ctesiphon, the king being fled, 
Odainathus was, with the approbation and applause of 
the Roman world, declared Augustus by the senate, and 
received as colleague in the Empire by Gallienus, and the 
money taken from the Persians was ordered to be coined 
in their joint names." 

There are several Roman accounts of the events of this 
period, but they are somewhat confused. It is certain, 
however, that Odainathus cleared tlie Eastern field of all 
rival representatives of Western authority. Besides, he 
harassed the Persians, devastated their country, and plun- 
dered their cities, and on two occasions the Palmyra 
army besieged Ctesiphon, and won a great battle before 
the walls of the city. But though he pressed Sapor 
hard, he did not succeed in liberating the captive Vale- 
rian. Perhai>s, like tlie worthless Gallienus, he was not 
anxious to see Valerian at liberty. 

Whatever his feelings towards Valerian may have been, 
Odainathus vindicated the majesty of the Roman arms to 
the satisfaction of the Roman people. Odainathus had 
undoubtedly saved the Eastern Roman Empire from being 
overrun by Persian barbarians, but he saved it for him- 
self; for while Persia was crippled, and the Roman 
Empire disorganized, he held the balance of power in 
his own hands. 
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(TaiUeims \v;is siipgiosed to Ije suzerain, but Od.iiiiathus 
was practiciilly king. By 264 A.D., he had. in the name of 
Home, and liy the help of Honian soldiers, attained to 
supremacy fruin Armenia to Arabia i and while control- 
ling the Ipgioii!* "' " """ waa able to rely on the 

fidelity and loyal loes that owiied his sway. 

When at the 1. nrioiis eareer, Odainalhiis 

waa murdfered i -a Kniesa, by his nephew 

Maconius, whom for insubordination. 





CHAPTER XII. 



/^DAINATHUS was famous for the biilliancy of hia 
^— ' wain, but he was more famous still for the beauty 
and bnlliaiice of hia wife. He was a man oE jjieat 
ambition, courage, and succetm, but he is now lemiim- 
l)ered as the husband of Septiniia Zenobia. 

While Odainathus wajs eugaged in driving the Goths 
out of Ania Minor, and clearing the eastern Huniau 
provinces of usurpei^s and barbarian intruders, Zenobia 
ruled in Palmyra, and carried forward the conquest of 
Egypt. Odainathus was to some extent associated in the 
Roman sovereignty with GalHenus, and Zenobia shared 
in his honours; but she was enthroned a queen hi the 
hearts of her i)eople. and dowered with the charnia that 
inspired to heroism. Aurelian, in a letter to the senate, 
which we shall quote further on, attributed tlie victories 
of Odainathus to the genius of his wife. 

Zenobia chtimed kinship with Cleopatra, but tlie claim 
vas advanced on her conquest of Egypt, as if to strengthen 
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lier title tfi llie throne of the Ptolemies. There may, 
however, Imvu liemi some grounds for Zeiiobia's preten- 
sions, or shu \vould not have pressed them ia tlie face 
of Rommi historians, and acholiirs like Longinua, and her 
perfect coiimmnil of the Egyptian tongue indicated a close 
connection witlt u tlie other hand, had 

her clatni been ' historiiins would have 

eagerly eniphasii 

With leas pro. jclared to be a Jewess, 

but her enlightei the Jews of Alexundiia 

no doubt gave rii Had she been a Jewess, 

she would not 1 dmor to claim descent 

from Solomon, f the city, and she wouhl 

not have allowed heathen symbols to appear on lier 
coins. 

Arab historians and i-omaucei'S have traced the origin 
of the great queen of Tadmor, through a long j*''^''?''©^ 
of Bedawi sheikhs who belonged to ttie tribe of the 
Beni-Samayda, and who frequented the bnrdei-s of Syria. 

About the middle of the great eolonnade wliich marks 
the via recta of Palmyi'a, statues wei'e erected in August 
271 A.D., to Odainathus and his widow. 'I'liey were placed 

iftyjf ja:*^ 3 N^ jiJD :ft,« jjjTiiiji 1 

[Truiithition. — The Statue •>( Reiiiiiiiiin O.iiiiiiailiiis. kiiif; iif kiiiffs, a-- 
crcttcl l.y llitf entire stiiti>. Tlii> S,.|.iiiMii. V.:\\.d:\. ("■iicral-iri-rliii>f. aii.l 
Ziibbiii. (^L-ii.Tal of Ta.ii.iiir. lls.vlk.iuit.s liavi; .-ri.toil it li. tlifir Uinl. ii. 
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on brackets protruding from the columns, and on the 
fronts of the brackets there were inscriptions in Pal- 

[Translation.— The Statue of Septimia, the daughter of Zabbai, the pious 
and just Queen. The Septimii Zabda, General-in-ehief, and Zabbai. (reneral 
of Tadmor, Excellencies, have erected it to their sovereign, in the month of 
Ab, the year r)82 (= August, 271 a.d.).] 

CC^TIMIANZHNCBIANTH^J^A^^ % 

nPOTATHN€YC€BHBACI A ICC AN 

CCnriMIOIZABA ACOMCTACCTPA 

THAATHCKAIZABBAIOCOCNeAAC 

CTPATHAATHCOIKPATICTOITHN 

ACCnOlNANCTOYC ilf^M H N C I A U '.-J [sit) 

[TrnnAlation. — Septimia Zenobia, the illustrious and pious queen. The 
Septimii Zabdas, the great (leneral, and Zabbai, the local (jeneral, Kxcellenciefl. 
. . . their sovereign. The year r>S2 in the mouth of August.] 

myrene and Greek. One inscription declared that Zabdas, 
commander-in-chief, and Zabbai, commander of Tadmor, 
erected the statue in honour of tlie lamented Odainathus, 
king of kings, their master. The other proclaimed that 
the same illustrious generals erected the statue in honour 
of Septimia Rath-Zabbai (in (Ireek, Zenobia), the pious 
and holy queen. The name *" Bath-Zabbai '' signifies liter- 
ally the daughter of Zabbai, and she may have been the 
dtaughter of the commander-in-chief of Tadmor, who 
shared in the erection of the statue. 

An important item in my Palmym programme was to 
find the statue of Zenobia. I set about the work with 
earnest deliberation, first going up on a ladder to the 
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bracket on wliicli the statue had l)L'eii placei], and read- 
ing cai-efully the inscription in Oreek and I'almyrene. 
Then we Itegan to overturn the accumulation of sand at 
the base of the column where the statue must have fallen. 
To eucou];ijTe the woikera, I offered a he»hlik for the 
discovery of a h( i of Zenobia for five piasters. 

equal to one fi >w the descendants of the 

proud Ta<hnorei the (/rtWs of the beautiful 

city for the hea strioui* ijueen that once ruled 

th» East, and ai ;e the Romans.' The diggers 

strained every i iiuscle to secure the reward; 

in fact, I ht-lievt to was formed on the spot, so 

that each of thu i ^jib might receive one piaster divi- 

dend, should the prize be secured ! 

1 had mounted the ladder to examine llie inscription 
to the late lamented Odainatiiiis, when I was startled 
by a tremendous yell tliat burst from llie exeavatni-s. 
The shout of triumph sounded stiange among the 
silent ruins. 

"O Khawnja, descend; we have got the head of Sitt 
ZeinabI" shouted tlic chief of tiie party, as lie ran to 
the foot of the ladder, and in his excitement began to 
ascend the rounds with a large stone in hi.s liands. 
The tiliouting brought a crowd of idlers around ns, and 
in a few minutes about one hundred persoius were hold- 
ing an inquest on the bead of Zenobia. 

The Iiead had been Inoken ofC a statue, and w;is some- 
what disligurcd. It was. however, the head of a ralmyra 
lady, Willi eaiefidly folded turban. Tliere wa^ a broad 
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jewelled baricl across the foreliead liorizontally, and other 
bands extending diagonally from the middle of the fore- 
head downwards toward the ears, ^vith jewels in each 
as large as beans. 

The head was not so grand as we expected, and it was 
considerably battered, but after enduring the weather 




and the buffetings of fortune for 1593 years, it was in a 
wonderful state of preservation. I was reconciling my- 
self to it with the reflection, that perhaps, like heroes 
generally, the heads of female statues are less impres- 
sive on close inspection, when another yell of triumph, 
reinforced by a hundred voices, made the ruins of old 
Palmyra resound again. Nothing like it had been heard 
since the day that the Tadmor cavalry, with Zenobia in 
glittering armour at their head, drove Sapor the great 
across the Euphrates. Had Odainathus or Zenobia been 
about, they would have beard an echo of other da3rs. 





There are eirciimstarices under which one may have 

too much of a good thing. The aeconil discoveiy ren- 
dered the identification of the firat with Zenobia doubtr 
ful. The new head was purely Grecian in style and 
decoration. The fringe came down low on the fore- 
head, and there were holts in the eyes for jewels. 

Turning from the interesting though mutilated heads, 
found by the column on which the statue of Zenobia once 
stood, and which may or may not have been intended for 
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the great queen, I think it is almost certain that Bath- 
Zahbai was a native of Tadmor, and that, like most of 
the other Palniyrans, she was of Arabian descent, at least 
on her father's side. It is probable that on her mother's 
side she may have been Egyptian, and may, very probably, 
have received her education among her mother's people. 
It is certain that she was a Palmyra beauty, belonging 
to the military and governing aristocracy of the republic. 
Odainathus, a widower, vir clarisshnus consularis^ the 
favourite of Rome, of Palmyra, and of the desert, chose 
Zenobia, the fairest flower of the East, to share his fame 
and fortune and dangere. 

The Roman historians have given us scant information 
as to the origin of this splendid woman, but they have 
given us pen and ink sketches of her personal appearance, 
and abundant details regarding her achievements. 

Trebellius Pollio tells us : " She lived with royal 
pomp after the Pei'sian manner, received adulation like 
the kings of Persia, and banqueted like the Roman 
eniperoi*s. 

*' She went in state to the assemblies of the people, in 
a helmet, with a purple band fringed with jewels. Her 
robe was clasped with a diamond buckle, and she often 
wore her arm bare. 

'' Her complexion was a dark brown, her eyes black and 
sparkling and of uncommon Are. Her countenance was 
divinely expressive, her person graceful in form and 
motion beyond imagination, her teeth were white as pearls, 
and her voice clear and strong. She displayed the severity 
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of a tyrant, wlieii severity was called for; and the clem- 
ency of a good prince, when justice required it. 

"She was generous with prudence, but a husbnndress 
of wealth more than is the custom with women. Some- 
times she used a chariot, but more frequently rode on 






immense distances on foot 
iind would drink with her 
Persians, deeply, but with 
ets golden goblet«, set with 
wont to use. In her service 
:ed in years, and very few 



horseback. She 
at the head of 
ofiBcets, the Ar 
sobriety, using i 
jewels, such as ( 
she employed ei 
damsels. 

"She ordered .._. ov.io to be instructed in the Latin 
language, as befitting the imperial purple, in which she 
had arrayed them. She was lierself acquainted with the 
Greek tongue, and wiis not ignorant of Latin, though from 
diffidence she spoke it seldom. She spoke Egyptian 
perfectly, and was so veiled in the history of Alexandria 
and the East, that she made an abridgment of Oriental 
history." ' 

Cornelius Capitolinus, another Roman historian, de- 
clared Zenobia to be the handsomest of all Oriental 
women. 

This supremely beautiful and accomplished lady must 
have been very young at the time of her marriage, and 
during the stirring years when she exercised so large an 
influence on the destinies of the world. Her youth and 
beauty had a magic chaim, not only with the gallani 
iTrehi'lliiis IMlio, Ili-sl. Augusi.i>. I'.i!!. 



PALMYRA AND ZEN OB I A, 133 

spearmen of her race, but for all the Orientals that 
followed her standard and espoused her cause. 

But she had still more solid claims to their allegiance 
and support. Her knowledge of languages alone showed 
that she must have l)een given to studious habita, and 
from the Latin and Greek literature within her reach, she 
had probably a wider acquaintance with the world than 
any of her generals, or than even Odainathus himself. 
Her perfect command of Egyptian as a living tongue 
implied an early education in the schools of Alexandria, 
and gave colour to the claim of kinsliip with the renowned 
Cleopatra ; and while acquiring a knowledge of the Greek 
and Roman languages, Zenobia must have learned much 
of the character and influence of the (ireek and Roman 
peoples. This marvellous woman did not, however, finish 
her education when she quitted the schools. She con- 
tinued her studv of Greek and R(mian writers under the 
guidance of Longinus, who wiis as pre-eminent among the 
philosopliei*s and scholai-s of his time as Zenobia heraelf 
was among the women of her day. 

Ciissius Longinus wjis probably born at Emesa in Syria, 
where he became heir to his uncle Phronto. His parents, 
being in easy circumstances, took liim to travel, and he 
had an opportunity of visiting the chief places in the then 
civilized world. He had also the advantage of an educa- 
tion directed by the greatest teachers of his time. He 
studied at Athens under his uncle Phronto, at Rome 
under Plotinus and Amelius, and at Alexandria under 
Ammonius Saccas and Origenes. 
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Having Ic^Li'iiuiI iu the b«til f^uhuolu, he becuum a 
teacher. Tin; fumous Poriihyry was one of his pupils, 
and he beciuuf the centre of the last brilliant galaxy nl 
pagAn Hcholiir^j. 

Longiiiu^ Tiiiilud in Itimself tht subtlety of Greek form 
with Komari f^rvt atise on the Sublinitj" bears 

in ite luminous imp of sense and form 

which, notwithf as to the authorship, 

proves it to be iiginua, who. on account of 

his great leaniin; iviiig library," 

No doubt Zeni leai-d of the great I-ongi- 

nua during lit;r . and it is probable she may 

have met him at .i; bat it is certain he became 

her instructor and seei-etary, and practically licr jn'iuie 
minister and guide, and tliat he perished on the overthrow- 
of Palmyni. 

We find the following summary of his life in a preface 
to his writings by Suidiis: "Loiigiiius Cassius, pliilusit- 
plier, preceptor of Poi'pliyry tlie philosujilier, a learned 
scholar and critic, livuil in the time of the Kmperoi- 
Aiirelian, and was cut off by him as liaving conspired 
with Zenobia, the wife of Odainathus." 

Longiiins, the chief counsellor of the wiilowed qiiecii, 
favoured the policy of independence by throwing,' uff 
the Roman yoke: and it was his policy, as we shall sec, 
lliat led to the destructiim of '['admor. llic caplivily of 
the (luccn. and the forfeit of his owii life. 

C'assiiis Linigiiuis, as events proved, was not a safL- 
couiisellur fur ihc- vuunir ami i>roiKl Zenobia. W'c do 
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not know how he came to have the name "Cassias." 
Possibly he inherited it, but more probably he assumed 
it, through sympathy with the deeds of such men asCaius 
Ciissias and Cassius Chorea. In any ease, the associa- 
tions of the name were distinctly anti-imperial and even 
regicidal. Besides being a Syrian, he would be ready to 
throw off the Roman yoke as soon as occasion offered. 

On the death of Odainathus, Zenobia had to recon- 
sider her position. I have examined the two inscriptions 
in Palmyra dedicated to Odainathus. Aocording to the 
one erected in April 258 A.D., Odainathus was of consular 
dignity, and on that of August 271 A.D., he was declared 
king of kings. In the inscription which accompanied the 
statue of Zenobia of August 271 A.D., she is styled Queen. 
This title had doubtless been ticcorded to her by her 
husband, who was king of kings, and acquiesced in at 
Rome ; but Zenobia, fearing that the rank and titles which 
she and her children enjoyed, in virtue of her husband's 
personal services, might be set aside at Rome, resolved to 
act as queen-regent during the minority of her son. 

The state of the Roman Empire was favourable to 
tlie ambition of Zenobia, and the schemes of Longinus. 
(irallienus was a base, bad emperor. He takes rank in 
vice with Heliogabalus and Nero. His neglect of his 
duty to his captive father and distracted countiy had 
reduced the Empire to confusion and degradation. The 
Roman legions, when he wjis emperor, were driven back 
in all the remote provinces. The Roman seas were full 
of pirates. 





~ 




136 PALMYRA 


AND ZENOBIA. 


An o]>[iortunity was 8( 


Jon given to Zenobia, if we are 


to acceiit the sUitement of Trebellius PoUio, to assert lier 


queenfiliip. On hearing 


of the murder of Odaiiiathua, 


Gallieiiiis tlespitched ari 


army againat the Persians under 


HeracUanus, Zenobia, resenting the encroachment, es- 


poused the Persij 


., the head of a Palmyra 


army luarcbed to 


ans. A battle was fought 


on tbe confines < 


h ended in the rout and 


destruction of 


army. Soon afterwards, 


Gallieiius waa. n 


Jiiau, leaving Syria and 


Mesopotamia in 


lenobia. 


Claudius came 


le, and as he was fully 


occupiE^d with fi'. 


Rtirnjie, lie ivcogniKoil the 



authority of Zenobia, and devoted himself to strengthen- 
ing the Empire by reforms at home. 

At that time, Prohatus, a pi-etender, appeared in Egypt, 
Zenobia despatched Zabdas, the commander-in-chief, against 
him, with an army of seventy thousand Palinyrans, Syri- 
ans, and Bedawin. He encountered Probatus at the bead 
of an army of fifty thousand Egyptians, and gained a 
complete victory, 

Zenobia had undertaken the Egyptian campaign in the 
cause of Rome, and had fought and concjucred in the 
name of Home, but she held the country in her own name, 
and as a part of tlie kingdom of Palmyra. 

Aiirelian. on coming to the ihi'one, recognised tlie Piil- 
myra conquest of l''.gyi)t, Tlic statements of Uonian 
histoi-ians regarding this period ;ire eDntradiclmy and 
perplexing, but I have a coin, struck in Alexandria, willi 
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the figure of Zenobia's eldest son and the title Impe- 
rator on one side, and the figure of Aurelian and the 
title of Au(/U8tu8 on the other. 

Aurelian was a soldier of fortune, who had risen from 
the lowest rank. He was called to be Emperor by the 
army, and during the two first years of his reign he sub- 
dued the Goths, (xermans, and Vandals. At the same 
time, Zenobia was adding the province of Asia Minor to 
her dominions. 

In 271 A.D., Aurelian had so reduced mattei-s to a satis- 
factory condition in Europe, that he was able to turn his 
attention to Zenobia. A Palmyra garrison had been left 
in Egypt. Probus, who had been waging war against the 
Mediterranean pirates, was ordered to drive the Orientals 
out of Egypt. He was victorious, but Zabdas, being 
guided by Timagenes, attacked the Romans who had 
attempted to cut off his retreat, and defeated them. 

The time had now arrived for a decisive struggle 
between the East and the West, between Aurelian and 
his veteran legions and Zenobia and her chivalrous 
Orientals. The contrast between the foes and their 
followers was very great. Aurelian had risen to power 
by courage, strength, and attention to discipline. He 
lacked culture, refinement, and education ; but he had 
built up a Roman army which had Income an irresistible 
engine of war. With this engine he hoped to crush 
Zenobia. 

At the approach of the danger, the refined and cul- 
tured Zenobia paused in her literaiy and artistic pursuits. 
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and called togtillier the sous of the deaert, who hiid 
planted licr tiUindard on the banks of tlie Nile and estab- 
lished her (iiitliority on the plains of the Seleiieidaj. 
Swift ilniiiiediiiies sped forth from Piilmyra, in all direc- 
tions, tn wiirii the Bechiwfn of the approaching foe. 
The Roman nana r for the fi'eemen of the 

desert. lu seve they had annihilated the 

famous legions ; irthians had destroyed a 

Roman army, a ery a Roman emperor. 

ZenobiitH sunimi of a common danger, 

and roused them ninoii foe. 

The prmperity mt the prosperity of the 

Bedawiii. The » 3sert was at that time the 

meeting-place between Europe and Asia, the market- 
place where the East and West exchanged their wares, 
and the tribes were the common carriei's both east and 
west. What the PlminieiauB were by sea, that were the 
Bedawiu by land; and during the ascendency of Zenobia, 
the Bedawin were not only the carriers of the cominon- 
wealth. but the body-guard of the dynasty. 

Zeuobia's call to arms was splendidly responded to, 
and in a few days the sandy plains of Tadnior swarmed 
with warriors, ready not only to protect their beautiful 
and heroic queen, but also to guard intact the lines <if 
their commerce. They came together wilh light liL-iirls, 
eager to be led against the wcsteru baibariaii. 




CHAlTEIi XIII. 



T' 



■HERE was one. at least, 

alive to tiio gravity of tiie iiu]ieuding dangei 



'iilmyi'i 



fully 



Zenobia did uot despise lier enemy, but witli xi prudence 
equal to her courage ahe Ijegan at once to reduce to 
order the inuumerable swarms of motley warriors that 
covered the plains of Tadmor. 

Three vast military ciiinpa were formed. Traditions 
live very long among the Bedawin, who hand down to 
their sons, and their sons' sons, precise details of the 
deeds in which they had a share. A young sheikh 
pointed out to me the exact spot on which each uamji 
was formed, and his information agreed with wliiit I 
had gleaned elsewhere. 

One camp, composed of the levies from south-eastern 
tribes, was formed, due south of the warm fountain, on 
the plain beyond the acivipolis. Another, drawn from the 
Bedawin of the south-west, between Palmyra and Damas- 
cus, was formed on the plain, opposite the Abu el-Fawaris 
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springs. The thini camiJ, which wlw intended for the 
northern and north-west«rii tribes, was formed on. tho 
direct road to Mmestt, Ireyond the Palmyra quarries, at a 
place called Mjubat 'Antar, where, in a cleft in the moun- 
tain, there is a line surin^ of water. The word marha(, 
the " tying-place, ilace where camels were 

tied, or the "caa ay have taken its name 

from Zenobiti's ci . links it with the name 

of 'Antar, whns' d to have cleared the 

chasm, two thoiu 

In this etinis \ e than a general. She 

visited each ,it' u Durmiinded by a brilliant 

staff of officfi-s, ii- ._w.iel nn head, and arms bare, 

drilled and reviewed and harangued her tro(j])s. Zenubia 
shared fully in the privations and fatigues of hi'r men : 
and while the charms of her synipatliy and lieaiity bound 
them to Iter by undying loyalty, her niiirtial bearing and 
knowledge of war kindled their military ardour and 
entliusiiistie conlidence. 

During the period thai Aurelian was completing the 
conquest <)f the nolhs. Zenobia continued tlie drilling of 
her soldiers ; and as cacli division attained prolicieiicy. she 
sent it forward l<> llie Oi'oiites valley, where forage was 
more jilentiful. 

Having subjugated the (ioths, Aurelian crossed the 
Bosphorus at Byzantium, His pi-ogress thinngli Asia 
Minor was much more rapid than Zenobia had anlicipated. 
Her friends in Asia Mnwv who did nut join the Uoman 
army fell back before it. Ancyra opened its gates to 
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Aurelian, but at Tyana, on the river Sarus, a stubborn 
resistance was offered to his advance. The city, however, 
was opened to the enemy by a traitor named Heraclamium. 

The Palmyra army marched to meet the Romans by 
three routes. The camels and cavalry proceeded by the 
Aleppo route as far as Hamam, and then turned in a more 
westerly direction and marched on Antioch. Another 
division, composed chiefly of mounted warriors, marched 
in a still more westerly direction straight to llama, past 
the wells of Marbat, Jaral, Barri, and Salimiyeh. The 
third and great division, composed chiefly of archers and 
sword and clubmen, marched by the Damascus route as 
far as Karyetein, and then turned off and marched to 
Emesa. 

The Aleppo route was the more dreary, but there was 
sufficient water at long intervals for camels and horses. 
The route to Hama, through groves of terebinth, was 
somewhat better supplied with water; and the route by 
Karyetein was the best supplied of all. 

A short distance from Palmyra the tliird division passed 
the night at the abundant watera of Abu el-Fawaris. An 
early start and nine hours' brisk marching brought them 
to a leservoir at Kasr el-IIiyar, full of water drawn from 
the Ain el-Wu'ul fountain, which was secluded in the 
mountains about six miles to the south-east. Here the 
division spent the night, and, by an early start and ten or 
eleven hours' march, reached the great fountain of Karye- 
tein. After leaving Karyetein, the division passed the 
fountains of Hawarin, Muhin, and Sudud. 
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I have exainiiied these fountains, which are now ne- 
glected, but whiuh, uuder the prudent rare of Zennbia, 
rendered tlie [lassage of her armies a comparatively easy 
matter. Tluoe years previously, as we have seen, Zeuobia 
had despatclied Z^ibdas to Ejrypt at the head of an army 
numbering, accor ieventy thousand sol- 

diers-* That ca; rtaken nominally to 

punish a pretend i authority; it was a 

mere matter of ii war on which Zenobta 

and her people w 1, kingdom and crown, 

honour and fame, were at stake. 

It may, I thin! nied, that in the great 

crisis of the kingd. .,^„v had four nr five times as 

large an army as that which sufficed for the Egy[itian 
campaign. Tradition fixes the number at one million o£ 
all arms, but I think we should not 1m; far wrong in 
supposing that from a quarter to lialf a million of sii!> 
jects followed the standard of the beiiuteous and heroic 
queen. 

From all parts this uonntless Imst of wild warrloi-s 
concentrated on Antioeh. As Aurclian iind liis legions 
climbed the Beilau p;iss, Zennbia, aceompaiiii'tl by her 
prime minister, Cassius Loiiginus, and licr commander-in- 
chief, Zabdas, led lier forcfs out from tlic neighbourhood 
of Antioeh, So certiiin was slit; uf being able to cope 
with the IJomans, on a fair Held, with no favour, that 
she did not attempt to block tlicir way in the steep and 
narrow mountain dfiiles. Sborllv after Aurelian emeii,'-cd 
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on the plaiu, the struggle for mastery between the East 
and West began. 

According to Eusebius, the great battle was fought in 
273 A.D., but it is almost certain that it took place in 
the early days of 272. Zenobia, no longer acting as 
queen-regent, but as Queen and Empress of the East, rode 
forth equipped as a warrior to beat back the great army 
of the Roman Empire. The plain was filled with her 
serried ranks. Her heavy cavalry, clothed in complete 
armour of steel, led the van, the light archers followed, 
and the infantry of all arms brought up the rear. 

Innumerable spearmen on fleet dromedaries were massed 
on the flanks of the Palmyra host, or tried to get on the 
flanks of the Roman army, with intent to cut their com- 
munications and turn their position. 

Tlie battle was joined at a spot which Ptolemy calls 
" Immae," where he says Zenobia in person directed her 
troops to battle.^ 

Zenobia, armed like Diana, but beautiful as Venus, 
mounted on a splendid charger, rode down the front rank 
of her mighty army and gave the order to charge. The 
cavalry advanced with irresistible fury, and bore down 
everything before them. But Aurelian had placed his 
infantry out of reach of the cavalry, and held them in 
reserve, till the Orientals had exhausted themselves by 

1 Mr. Skene, late British Consul at Aleppo, identifies the scene of the 
battle. He says : ** One of the small plains surrounded by rocks was 
that of Iinmae, where Zenobia took her stand against Aurelian, and was 
defeated. It is now called Haeka, or the Ring." — Rambles in the Deserts 
of SyriGi p. 138. London, 1864. 
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chasing a Hglit and flying foe. Zoaimus, the Roinao 
historian, gives the following account of Aurelian's 
strategy : — 

" Findin^r Zenobia with a great army ready prepared for 
battle, he mft and enira^ed her. Hut seeing that the 



/ much in their armour, which 
re, Ijeing iilso very much better 
w, he placed hia infantry some- 
.'ontea in a place by themselves, 
ralry not immediately to engage 
aim; n cavalry, but to allow themselves 



to be attacked, and pretend to fly, and continue to do 
so, till the Palmyranu and their horses should be tho- 
roughly tired, through the excessive heat and weight of 
their avmour." Aurelian's ruse succeeded. 

The heavy Palmyra cavalry under the eye of their 
queen, chased the light Roman horse all over the plain, 
and, believing that the Romans were beaten and fleeing, 
as was their wont in the time of Gallienus. ihey foUoAved 
them with exhausting energy, until they got separated 
from the main body of the army. 

At this juncture Aurelian brought his infantij across 
the Orontes, and marched them into the space between 
the Palinyran cavalry and infantry. 

"As soon as the Roman cavalry saw that their enemies 
were tired by their great exei tions, and that their hoi-sus 
were scarcely able to stand under them, they slivppcd 
in their feigned flight, turned on their pursiiert-, and 
trampled them under their feet. By which means the 



PALMYRA AND ZEN OBI A, 147 

slaughter of the Pahnyra cavahy was promiscuous, some 
l)eing killed by the sword, and others crushed to death 
by the Roman horses." 

Though Zenobia issued her commands through her 
general Zabdas, she was seen by all her troops, gallop- 
ing over the plain, with a glittering helmet on her head, 
and with arms bare, encouraging the hesitating, cheer- 
ing on the wavering, and calling the broken and dis- 
pirite<l to make a stand against the advancing Romans. 
But the day was irretrievably lost, by the impetuous 
valour of the heavy cavalry. It was the Balaclava charge 
on a large scale, with no red line to fall back upon. 
Seeing that resistance was no longer possible, Zenobia 
collected the remnants of her shattered army, and re- 
treated on Antioch. 

At Antioch the Palmyrans had recourse to a curious 
device. According to Zosimus, "'Zabdas, Zenobia\s gen- 
eral, with the defeated Palmyrans, retreated into Antioch ; 
but fearing a revolt of the people if news of the defeat 
should get abroad, he picked out a person somewhat 
hoary, much like the emperor, and clothing him in a 
garb such as Aurelian wore, led him through the whole 
city as if he had taken Aurelian captive. With this con- 
trivance he deceived the people of Antioch, and stealing 
out of the city by night, marched with Zenobia and the 
remainder of the army towards Emesa." 

A stand, however, was made by the Palmyrans at a 
strategic position near Daphne. Aurelian entered An- 
tioch unopposed, and after reducing the city to order. 
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followed the fii^tives. )ie fuund them \>'ell posted on a 
hill- " He commanded his soldiers "to iniin-h up to the 
enemy witli tlieir bucklers so near to one another, and in 
such close urder, as \x\ keep off darts and stones. As soon 
as the Romans had ascended the hill, they foimd them- 
selves on equal sir foes, whom they put to 
flight. Some w to pieces over precipices, and 
others were sis retreat. 'Hie Komans were 
i^in victorious ched forwiuil, delighted ^vith the 
emperor's succe 

"Apamea, La d Arethusa opened their gates to 

him." 

At Emesa, Zenobia had time to re-form the fragments of 
her broken forces while Aurelian was cst;iblLsliiii£f law 
and order in the cities tliroiigli which he ])assed. Both 
armies found abundant provisions alniit; [be fertile hinks 
of the Orontes. Frcsli new leviw joineit Zenoliia. and 
preparations were made for a stubborn resistance at the 
native city of f'assins Longinns, wbfise anti-imiwrial 
feeling may have had niurb to ilo in bringing on the 
terrible war. 

'J'he plain to the north of Hums was sjilenilidly adapted 
for a great Orientiil battle-tielcl. I once jiassi'il over it 
with Sublii Paslia, and an escort composed of scvcial thou- 
sand irregular cavalry, village sheikhs, and juiiiceliiigs. 
All day long tlie horsemen galloj>ed uvcr ll:e i>lain. 
engaging in feats of borseTnanslii|i and sliani l)attlis. ibcir 
briglit colours and pictnrcsijue giirnieiits lending special 
interest to the scene. Willi tlie lielil. that hatl onee 
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resounded with the yells of Romans and Palmymns, 
before me, swarming with OrienUds engaged in mimic 
warfare, I was able to form a vivid conception of the 
great struggle between Zenobia and Aurelian. 

The emperor marched out of Restan, the ancient 
Arethusa, and the queen with her army moved out of 
Hums to meet him. 

They met on the right bank of the Orontes, five or six 
miles north of Hums. The Palmy rans had the advantage 
of sun, and slope of plain, but otherwise there was no 
key of the position to be contended for, or that could 
give either side an advantage over the other. 

According to her custom, Zenobia in armour marched 
at the head of her army. 

Zosimus describes the battle that ensued: — 

'* Aurelian, seeing the Palmyiu army drawn up before 
Emesa in a body, opposed them with the Dalmatian cav- 
alrv, the Mvsians and Paonians, besides those of Noricum 
and Rha^tium, which are Celtic legions. Nay more, 
there were the best of all the imperial regiments picked 
out and chosen man by man, the Morisco horse, and the 
Tyanians, the Mesopotamians, the Syrians, the Phoeni- 
cians, and the I^llestinians, out of Asia. All were men 
of courage, and the Palestinians, besides their other arms, 
had clubs and quarter-staves." 

T\\ii battle was fierce, long, and des|>erate. The Palmyra 
cavalry had to avenge the overthrow of their companions 
at Antioch, and they almost annihilated the Roman cav- 
alry. The battle, however, was finally decided by the 
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staying powfi- of the Roman veterans, who had borne 
the eaglea lo victory in Britain and among the fierce 
Alemaniii -.wni ferocious (iuths. The I'aloBtinian infantry 
seem to huve i-xercised a dt-tcrniining intliieiiee on the 
issue of th,/ siruirule. 

lestino carry a club, which 

It has a lai-ge bulbouii 

strong handd it is a most 

a weapon would not fail to 

lan or howe. 

3 result of tht! battle: "The 
ulIi too strong fur Ihe Roman 
were alnini but the work of the 
day lay chiefly with the infantry. The I'iilmyrans were 
amazed to see the Palestinians light so stiangely witli 
their clubs, and were not a little liisuonci'rlcd by it. 
After a fierce encounter, Zennbia's ImstH were jiut t() 
flight, and tbcy trod one n|>"n anotlicr. insiKinich tliat 
the field was covered with dead itn'ii and huiscs." 
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'7ENOBIA, Willi tlio fragmenta of her beaten army, 
^-^ retreated to her desei-t home. On their march, 
the PalniyraiiH destroyed all the wells, that they might 
not be available for the pursuiog Romans. 

.\ureliiiii rested at Hums to prepare for the terrible 
ordeal of crossing the desert, and the siege of Palmyra. 
The delay gave the Palmyrana time to rally, and to 
prepare for defence, and when the emperor reached Pal- 
myra, the city was in readiness for a protracted siege. 

Aureiian quartered his soldiers on the three great 
camping grounds by the waters, where Zenobia had 
drilled lier troops a short time before. The fierce and 
dogged West, the brilliant and chivalrous East, had 
reached their last ditch. How a great army within the 
walls of Palmyra, and a greater outside the city, were 
sustained in the midst of a iiowling wilderness, while 
they fought out their deadly feud to the bitter end, 
must ever i-emaiii a mystery. 
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I have, I lliiiik, solved the water question, as far as the 
host outsidu the city is concernetl; and there are -still 
the reniiiiiis of water tanks attached to houses in the 
city, which may have rendered the besieged, for a time 
at least, iude^K-ndeiit of the outside fouittains. Besides, I 
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desert with a great army, 
....iiy, was a notable achieve- 
" The march was more difficult 
than the conflict. The distance from Emesa to Palmyra 
amounts in a direct line to seventy miles, and although 
at that epoch of highly developed civilization the region 
was not waste in the same degree as at present, the march 
of Aureliau still remains a considerable feat, especially as 
the light hoi-semen of the enemy swarmed round the 
Roman army on all sides." ' 

The march, however, of a strong, compact army, flushed 
with victory, and superior, as a wliole, to anything the 
Palmyrans could bring against it, w;is a simple matter, 
compared to the work of keeping communications open, 
and the victualling of tlie besiegers by means of long 
trains of baggage animals througli a dreary Wiiste in the 
hands of the desert cavalry- 
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It is more than probable that the country from which 
the Palinyrans had been beaten back had definitely taken 
side with the victorious Aurelian, whom they recognized 
as the legitimate Augustus. 

Among the nationalities who fought under the eagles 
at Hums, there were divisions from Mesopotamia, Syria, 
Phoenicia, and Palestine. These were doubtless Palmyra 
legions who had joined the emperor on his victorious 
march through Asia Minor. The defection of these 
troops, and the march of events, would have a deter- 
mining influence on the diflferent districts. 

Besides, Aurelian, recognizing that the different towns 
and peoples had submitted to Palmyran authority \vith 
the sanction of Rome, treated them with generous gentle- 
ness, and his final triumph was as much due to wise 
statesmanship as to skilful generalship. It is, I think, 
therefore, almost certain that the Roman communications, 
as well as their base of supplies, were to a large extent 
under friendly control. And even with the Bedawin, 
Roman gold exercised a moderating influence. 

We have no reason to doubt the statement of the his- 
torian : *' Aurelian besieged the city quite round, and 
engaged the neighbouring nations to supply his army 
with provisions." 

Poor Zenobia was now shut up in her beleaguered 
desert home, with her own beloved Palmyrans. 

After the battle of Hums, the emperor, pointing to her 
losses in the Orontes battle, called on her to submit; 
but she replied that only her Roman troops were slain, 
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and that sho liail still her own Orientals, who did not 
ncknowledgt.^ ticfeat, to fall back upon. 

She had Hed to Palmyra in such hoDte. that she was 
unable to cany away from Hums her vast treasiu'es of 
gold, gems, and silk, and tliese fell into the liands of her 
enemy. 

The provinces i her kingdom had been 

wrested from he: 270 a.d., lier troops, after 

a desperate strv ?en driven out of Egypt. 

Aurelian, in hia »"igu, had wrested fiom 

her Asia Minor i i Parthiaiis, whose asaiat- 

ance she expecte mtcs, had failed her. The 

aged Sapor, doub gnizing that a Ronian emperor 

of the genuine kind had arisen, and that the ptriod of 
Gallienus had passed, prudently left liis old foe Zenobia 
to her fate- 

What, however, rendered the cause of Zenobia liopc- 
less, was the fact that tlie Romans who liad not aban< 
doned her cause were slain. The triumphs of Zenobia, 
and of her husband Odainathus, were triumphs of the 
Roman arms. Her conquests were made in the name of 
Rome, and the steady Roman legions carried her to vic- 
tory. But the power of Rome had revived, and the 
Oriental was a feeble reed in the face of the impeiial 
storm. 

In these circumstances, perhaps better nndeistood by 
Zenobia than by any of her generals, the defence of Pal- 
myra was undertaken. 

Her archers manned the battlements, her engines hurled 
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great stones on the attacking Romans, her guards were 
massed at convenient places so as to be ready to move 
quickly to threatened positions. Zenobia rode fi-om point 
to point, surrounded by her genemls, and by Iier restless 
activity, as well as by her addresses to the soldiers, en- 
couraged the defenders. 

A very large area had to be protected. As we stand 
on the summit of the castle, we can easily trace the 
ancient wall, which I have already described as begin- 
ning outside the Ephca fountain, and running westward 
along the highest ridge of the hill, to the Damascus road, 
where there were strong forts ; then turning in a north- 
erly direction, and passing along the highest ridge of the 
mountain west of the city, and including the present 
castle, which probably stands on the foundation of an 
older structure, and having cleared the city by a circuit 
of a dozen miles, it turned in an easterly direction and 
passed around, completing the enclosure. 

From the castle hill Zenobia could look down on the 
entire wall, and on every position of friend and foe, with 
the exception of the Roman camp at the Abu el-Fawaris 
water. 

i'he siege was pressed with all the force at Aurelian's 
command, and resisted with chivalrous courage by the 
Palmyrans. Without her gold, and without her allies, 
Zenobia was hard pressed. 

The sands of Palmyra are full of little copper coins. 
After strong winds the people of Palmyia gather them in 
handfuls. I bought hundreds of them for a few piasters. 
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They are gent-rally adorned with railiiiteil heads, gazelles, 
fUhes, zotliacjil »!giis, and sueh like emblems. They are 
probably s^retiiiiens of the currency with which Zenobia 
Insisted tlie siege. 

The sioge was fruitful of stirring incidents. Zosimus 
telU of the enipt \ the walls, and being 

jeered at by the dt a Persian shooting with 

an arrow a Palniyi x;ked the emperor to his 

face for n<jt takinj, 

A letter from A enate shows the light in 

which he regarded ice : — 

"The liomans > I am waging war against 

a woman, ;is if Zenoui-i n .va contending against niu with 
her own strength alone, and not with tliiit of a host 
of enemies. I cannot tell you how many arrows and 
engines of war there are, how many weapons. Imw many 
stones: there is no part of the wall which is not furnished 
with two or three balistas ; tormenting lire is poured from 
them. What more ? Do you say she feai's ? She fights 
as if she feared pnnisliment. But I trust that the gods, 
who have never been wanting to our exertions, will de- 
fend the Roman state." ' 

Aurelian had hoped to have taken Palmyra by storm 
on reaching it. but owing to the defences, and gallant 
resistance, the spring of 272 a.d. was p-issing away, and 
the city still held out. .\gain he summoned Zenobia 
to surrender. Tlie emjieror's letter and the (jueen's 
nply are both preserved, .\nd remembering the acute 
1 HIsl. August, p. 218. 
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crisis in which they were composed, I give them in 
extcnso : — 

"Aurelian, Emperor of the Roman world, Receptor 
Orientis, to Zenobia and the others united together in 
hostile alliance. 

" You ought to do that of your own accord which is 
commanded by my letters. I charge you to surrender on 
your lives being spared. And you, O Zenobia, may pass 
your life in some spot where I shall place you in pursu- 
ance of the distinguished sentence of the Senate ; your 
gems, your silver, gold, silk, horses, camels, being given 
up to the Roman treasury. 

'*The laws and institutions of the Palmyrans shall be 
respected." 

Zenobia replied as follows : — 

" Zenobia, Queen of the East, to Aurelian Augustus. 

" No one, as yet, except thee, has dared to ask what 
thou demandest. Whatever is to be achieved by war 
must be sought by Vcilour. Thou askest me to surrender, 
as if thou wert ignorant that Queen Cleopatra chose 
rather to perish than to survive her dignity. The Per- 
sian auxiliaries whom we await cannot be far off; the 
Saracens are on our side, as well as the Armenians. The 
Syrian robbei-s, O Aurelian, have conquered your army: 
what then if that band which we expect on all sides 
shall come? 

'* You will then lay aside the superciliousness with which 
you now demand my surrender, as if you were victor 
on every side." 
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These precious documents have l>een preserved by 
Flavius Vopiscus.' 

Nicomachus declared that Zeunbia dictated her letter 
io the Syrian tongue, and that he tiauslated it into Greek, 
hut Zenobta herself is said to have confessed to Aurelian 
that Loiigiuus had dictated the letter. 

On receipt of Zenobia's letter the efforts of the be- 
siegere were redoubled. From the caatle mountain the 
queen watched the eastern horizon with straining eyes, 
to catch a glimpse of the Persian succour which she ex- 
pected. Towards the west she saw. among the billowy 
hills that stretched away to snow-clad Lebanon, only 
long strings of camels bearing supplies to her foes. 
Aurelian had intercepted the Persians, and bought over 
the Armenians and Saracens. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



TN these straits Zenobia resolved that she wonld go to 
■'■ Persia, and return with a relieving army. She visited 
the entire defences of the city, and chained the defend- 
ers to hold out to the last. Then she held a council of 
war with her ministers and generals, and sallying forth 
on a dark night, with a few companions, the heroic 
young Queen passed the Roman line^, and made a des- 
perate rush for freedom. 

She was mounted on a she-camel known for its wonder- 
ful swiftness. The point of the Euphrates at which she 
wished to cross was distant five days' journey. Fear, as 
well as the eager desire to bring succour to the beloved 
Palmyra, lent wings to the fugitives. With a few short 
snatches of sleep on the bare sand, she pressed forward 
night and day. 

At last the green streak of the Euphrates appeared in 
the distance. The dromedary increased its speed to reach 
the water. Already Zenobia felt safe ; but during the 
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last half h.iiir of the journey a little cloud of diiat had 
been following her track, and seemed to be gaining 
upon her. After a time it became apparent that the 
cloud of dust \SA& raised by a band of pursuing Romans. 
Many a tiiiie tlie desert has resounded to the yells of 
the pursuer and never since or before in 

a crisis when so -ded on the result of the 

race. Swiftly a Zenobia's camel approached 

the great river. clipped from her camel to 

the ground, and like a gazelle to a boat 

which was prepn er to the other side- She 

sprang into the is safe, and there is still 

hope for Pilinyi i, ft slight delay occurred in 

the starting of the boat, whether by entanglement, or 
treachery, will never now be known. The delay was 
sufficient to turn the balance in favour of the West and 
to alter the destiny of the East. With foaming horses 
the Romans came thundering to tlic liank of the river. 
and seized the heroic Queen just as tlic boat was putting 
ofE.i 

The weary and baffled Zenobia was Iinrried hack to 
Palmyra by her captore, and ushered into the presence 
of her conqueror. It was a bitter moment for the proud, 
fallen Queen, Addressing his captive. Anrelian sternly 
demanded, "How, O Zenobia, hast tliou dared to insult 
Roman emperors?" 

She replied, "Tiiee I acknowledge to he emperor, since 

1 Dcyr, on the Euphrates, is bflievi-d lo bu tlie crcs-sini: nt wliicli 
Zenobia was captured. 
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thou hast conquered. I have not considered as chiefs 
[^ prindpeH^^ (Jallienus, Aureolus, and the rest."^ 

Palmyra fell with the queen under whom it had reached 
its highest renown. As soon as it was known in the city 
that she was a captive in the Roman camp, the Palmyrans 
sought the clemency of the conqueror. They thronged 
out of the city with presents and sacrifices, and the em- 
peror, according to his enlightened policy, treated the 
people with generous kindness. 

Very different treatment was reserved for Zenohia and 
her advisers. Leaving a small Roman garrison at Pal- 
myra, the emperor returned to Eniesa, leading with him 
the functionaries and officers whom he had marked for 
punishment. Vopiscus has left it on record that the sol- 
diers clamoured for the queen's death, but Aurelian 
reserved her for his Roman triumph. 

It is said that, owing to harsh treatment and intimida- 
tion, Zenobia, crushed by the magnitude of her misfor- 
tunes, admitted in a moment of weakness that Longinus 
had dictated the defiant letter which had so enraged the 
emperor. 

Mommsen sums up the testimony of the Roman his- 
torian thus : — 

" Zenobia, after she had for years borne rule with mas- 
culine energy, did not now disdain to invoke a woman's 
privileges and to throw the responsibility on her advisers, 
of whom, not a few, including the celebrated scholar, 

1 Trebellius Pollio in Hist. August. 
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Cassius Longinus, perished under the axe of the execu- 
tioner." ^ 

I have a strong conviction that this verdict of the 
historian is too sweeping. The brilliant Longinus was 
put to death at Emesa, his own city ; but Aurelian, in 
such mattei-s, did not found his decisions on the confes- 
sions of a crushed and lielpless woman. The emperor, 
in his acts, was guided by stite reasons. The name 
"Cassius," as we liave already pointed out, was associated 
with anti-imperial and even regicidal ideas, and I think 
these were reasons of sufficient weight with Aurelian for 
ridding the Roman world of **Ciissius" Longinus, with- 
out placing the l)lame at the door of Zciiobia. 

Longinus took a leading part in the war against the 
imperial authority, and the raiiso wliicli lie (^spoused 
having failed, he paid the penalty witli liis life. It wius 
sad that the author of tlie great work on ** Tlie Sul)linie " 
should have perished so mist^rably, but Roman law had 
no exception in favour of philosophers wlio dabbled in 
treason. 

Aurelian hurried liome witli Zonol)ia, and tlie spoils of 
war, to enjoy liis triiinipli: bui ln^ liad scarcely roacbcd 
Europe, when a jnessago from Palmyra cansc<l liim to 
retrace bis steps. Possiblv, in revcnire for the slaiiLibter 
of Palmyi'an chiefs, the people liad revollcd ai^^'aiiisl Roman 
authority, and slauirhtered the jxarrison. 

Aurelian, in an incredibly short spai.^e of time, reached 
Palmyra, lie entered tlie city without o|)[)osilion, and 

1 The rroviuccs of the Uoinaii Kmpiiv, Vol. 11. 110, 
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fell upon the citizens without mercy. The palaces and 
temples were sacked and despoiled, and the place became, 
as the word Tadmor signifies, a ruin. 

Nothing can so well describe the general havoc as a 
letter from Aurelian himself to Ceionius Bassus: — 

*'You must now slieathe the sword. The Pahuyrans 
have Ixjcn sufiiciently slaughtered and cut to pieces. We 
luive not si)ared women ; we have slain children. We 
have strangled old men ; we have destroyed the huslxind- 
men. To whom, then, shall we leave the land? To 
whom shtiU we leave the city? We must spare those 
that remain, for we think that the few who are now exist- 
ing will take warning from the punishment of the many 
wlu) have Ix^en destroyed. 

"• Tlie Temple of the Sun at Palmyra, which the eagle- 
l)earer of the third legion, with the standard and ensign 
l^earers, and tlie trumpetei's, and clarion-blowers, have 
despoiled, I wish restored to its former state. You 
have three hundred pounds of gold from the casket 
of Zenobia. You have eighteen hundred i)ounds of silver 
of the effects of the Palmyrans. You have the royal 
gems. From all these make a creditable temple, and you 
will do a very agreeable thing to me and to the immortal 
L^nxls. 1 will write to the senate requesting them to send 
a high priest to consecrate the temple." ^ 

Aurelian once more turned his back on Palmyra, and 
set out in haste for Rome. The Syrian cities had experi- 
enced his clemency, but they learned from the fate of 

* Flavius Vopiscus in Iliat. August, p. 218. 
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Tadinor Umt li« could bo ruthless, juul the Orii^iitals ilid 
not need a slic )nd lesson. I'almym having heen ile.tttitycd. 
the Empiri' in the Eaat was at peace. 

Aureliaii Iml in liia train a tiunilM>f of Halmym iiutnbleH 
to grace liis iriumph; hnt in ei-oKsing the strait ix>t\veen 



lAptives were drowned, 

oil iiis rL'turii to lionio 
)y a Koman emperor, 
details of the barbaric 



Ityzmitiuni mi " "" " 
except Zennb 

The triiinip 
was the gi'nn 
FlaviuM Vtipiscua • ■ 
pageant. 

Ainelian rode in a niagniticent chariot, which he had 
taken from the king of the (lotha ; and tlie cliariot was 
drawn liy four stilus, wliicli tin.' t'niypi'or. on his arrival at 
(In; I'iipitnl, sacrilieed to .lupiter Capitolinus. Twenty 
elejiliants, (wo Imndrcd wild animals, including tigers and 
elks, anil eight liun<hed gladiators, niairhed before him, 
accompanied by the treasures of Zenobia and the spoils of 
Palmyra. TJiere were also captives Inmi the different 
peoples whom lie Iiail coiKpiercd, ami ten (iothie women 
in complete armour. Tlic carriage of <)daiiiathu3, over- 
laid with gold and silver and stmMeil with precious gems, 
was there, and a .splendid carriage, the gift of (he king of 
Persia. ISnt the object which gave (o the procession its 
crowning intci-est was the captive Queen Zenobia, Every 
window, balcony, and roof was crowded by the maids and 
matrons of Rome, to cateli a glimiwc of the Oiiental 
woman wlm had contended with ]!omc for sii]ircmaiy. 

Zenobia. in (he days of her pride and power, Jiad cansed 
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a splendid chariot to be built, and it was said that she had 
declared she would enter Rome, a conqueror, in that 
chariot. The Roman crowd saw the graceful and beau- 
teous lady tottering through the streets on foot, in front 
of her own chariot, not in it, her hands bound with golden 
chains and a golden chain round her neck. Golden rings 
were round lier ankles, and slaves supported her, as, laden 
with jewelry, she staggered wearily forward in front of her 
conqueror. Behind him the senate and the victorious 
army completed the show. 

On that day Rome enjoyed her grandest triumphal 
procession and reached her deei)est degradation. In all 
the annals of perverted patriotism and abused power 
there is no more brutal spectacle than the triumph of 
great and imperial Rome over that humbled and helpless 
Queen. 

It is pleasant to reflect that Aurelian's swaggering 
triumph did not pass without protest, and that the con- 
([ueror's justification of himself is an abiding testimony 
to the greatness of the illustrious woman whom he had 
crushed, and sought to degrade. 

In a letter to the senate he writes: — 

'' I liear, O conscript fathers, that it lias been urged 
against me that I have not accomplished a manly ^ task, 
in triumphing over Zenobia. 

''My accusei-s would not know how^ to praise me 
enough, if they knew that woman, — if they knew her 

i"Quod non virile inunus impleverim Zenobiam triumphaiido." — 
TrebelliiLS PoUio, Hist. August, pp. 193, li)9. 
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prudence in Loimcil, Iier liimiiess in purpose, the dignity 
she preservfs towards lier army, her munificence when 
necessity requires it, her severity when to be severe is 
just. I may sny that the victory of Odaiiiathus over the 
Persians, and hi" i^nttU,™ Sapor to flight and reaeliing 
Ctesiphon, were '. I can iir^sert that sucli was 

the dread eiitertt woman, among the natives 

of the East and that she kept in check Uie 

Arabians, thu Sa 1 the Armenians." 

We have nu jinowledge of Zenobia's career 

after the triumpij cession. There are two tradi- 

tions I'egarding her. vvne, which is the more generally 
accepted, represents her as married to a Roman nohle, 
and living on an estate given lier by the emperor, at 
Conche on the Tiber, where, as the mother of a numerous 
progeny, she lived and died a nuieh-rcspected Konian 
matron. This tradition seems to rest on the faut tliat 
some of her descendants, a century afterwards, were men 
of senatorial rank and of high Mtaiuling at Home. Hut 
it must be i-emembercd that Zenobia's two sons accom- 
panied lier to Rome, and tlic descendants referred to 
may have been their offspring. 

The other, and I believe more probable, account, is 
given by tlie Roman historian Zosimus, who declares 
that, mourning over the utter ticslruclion of I'alinyra 
and lier mined furtuiies, Zenuliia refused all food, lari- 
gui-sbed. and died. 

sonal, poliilcid, and locid, contributed tu tbc suddun rise 
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and brief glory of Palmyra, but the desert city had in 
itself no certain element of abiding stability. To the 
Roman connection it owed its wealth and splendour. 
The hand that made it for its uses extinguished it in a 
blaze of glory tliat lighted up a dark period, when it 
had ceased to be useful. 

Other highways to tlie East, through Aleppo on the 
nortli and Bosra on the south, became safe for com- 
merce under Roman sway, and the meteor-like glory 
of Tadmor became a thing of the past. The Roman 
hand, however, was not all at once withdrawn from the 
fallen city, and in accordance with the letter of Aurelian 
which we have quoted, the temple was patched up, but 
it fell far short of its former magnificence. Under the 
reign of Diocletian, the walls of the city were rebuilt 
round a smaller area; but Palmyra's queen was degraded, 
its princes slain, its culture and public spirit strangled, 
and natural laws were at work which carried the golden 
tide of commerce past its gates. 

A Roman governor and garrison occupied the restored 
city, but they could not save it from decay, when its 
merchants were slain and its industry blighted, and it 
sank b}^ degrees, so that when Justinian repaired it about 
the year 400, it had been for some time almost quite 
deserted. Tlic Justinian walls are more circumscribed 
still than those of Diocletian, and it is by the area 
enclosed by the Justinian walls that modern travellers 
estimate its greatness. 

At a later period it seems to have been a border town of 
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some iiiqjDi'tiiiiutJi liJi it became the sent of a bishop, in the 
province of which DiiinaBcus was the metropolis. 

After piiMsing through many vicissitudes, Tadjuor fell 
under the withering blight of Islam, and then its fate was 
sealed. 

Thd liiicst stiu e pulled down to erect Saiii- 

eenic (urtilicntionb the mined splendours of Uie 

Temple of the kj re population now herd ia 

clay I Hits. 





CHAPTER XVI. 



f~\^ the forenoou of our last day at Palmyra, we were 
^^ sitting on the brackets of the columns in the por- 
tico of the little temple, husbaiiiUng our strength for the 
return journey, lind watching the wonderful play of light 
and shadow, of roseate hues, and golden tints, which over- 
spread the ruins, and gave them their greatest charm,' 
when suddenly we heard the shiill war-song of the Beila- 
wtn. In a few minutes we saw a straggling band of 
spearmen gallop through the pass, and dowu to the warm 
fountain. They disappeared from our view, and their 
war-song ceased ; hut as we had learnt coming along thiit 
the Beda^vln were in a jwirticulaily Ishmaeliti.sh moud, 
we called on our Hervanta to hand us up our breech- 
loaders aud cartridges. We knew that the only law in 

' TouriBts generally «peak of '■ Uie marble miuH of Pslmyra white as 
8U0W." Thrre is do marbls in rulmj'rn, and the ruiim art- not white. 
The Btone used is a close-grained limestone (except four granite mono- 
lillm) of a jellowiah colour, streaked and flushed witli pink. The ruiiiB 
and whole landscape have a yellow, golden hue whicli is very striking. 
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force, or ackriuwledged, in tlif deseil, wiws thut of i 
strongeijt, and we resolved, in riise of iibsoluto necessity, 
to fall in Willi tlie law. I was just then busily engaged 
io fixing thf [msition of tlie tomb-towers, and as 1 liad 
an intelligent sheikh tellin? me iheir nameH, 1 took little 
notice of tho liec Ji'e coming up alily at a 

cauter, as if they w us ; but just when thtsy 

came within elnir) , the leader turned his Iioi'se 

and spear towards ^ent right at us. 

My companion's isa was inimitable. With his back 

against the column, his legs dangling from the [wdes- 

tal on which lie sat, be smoked hi» cigar, and manipulated 
bis cartridges ;ls methodically as he plied liis inatrumeuts 
when storting a bird, and with certainly more composure 
than he usud tu exhibit when under tire in the House of 
Commons. 

He afti^rwards told nic the secret of his composure. 
He felt safe from our own wild p:irty, who conkl not 
slioot him from belilnd, tlmmgb the columji, and he was 
conlident that we coidd emjity tlie saddles us fast as they 
came up. AVe determined that we would not let the 
rufiiaiis, who stripped women and stole donkeys, strip and 
plunder us with imiiunity. 

For a moment, it seemed that we were in for a brusli 
with real Hedawtn. Most of our guard were ahseiil, and 
Brandy Hob, instca.l of calling his men lo arms, got hold 
of a sr.ldier's ride. (|uieUy lay di.wn behind a prostrate 
column, and covered his man. Oin- snldier of the blind 
hoise, with mure prudentr tliaii his raplain, got into the 



PALMYRA AND ZEN OB I A, 175 

temple, and putting his rifle through a hole laid his cheek 
to the stock and his finger to the trigger. 

We marked out a wall about twenty yards distant, and 
resolved to fire as soon as the Bedawin passed it. As they 
approached tliey quickened their pace, and the leader 
came on a little in front, with his spear pointed agsiinst 
one of our breasts, his teetli set, and his eyes fliishing fire. 
The Arab war-song ccjised, and there was no sound except 
the clatter of galloping horses, and my general order, oft- 
repeated, " Don't fire, till they are close upon us." 

The fatal wall was approached, but just then Gaz&way, 
who could contain himself no longer, rushed out from 
beliind us with a double-barrelled gun, and hurled such 
a volley of Egyptian oaths at tlie Bedawtn, that he fairly 
staggered them. The whole party hesitated, wheeled 
to the right, and made a graceful and masterly retreat, 
(lazaway by liis horrible howling saved us, but much 
wrath fell on him for his imprudence, so popular is a 
fight everywhere. 

The Bedawin then charged right up to the village; 
but the Palmyrans, who had been watching our tactics 
from the walls of the temple, met tliem in the gate 
with matchlocks and lighted fusees, and the robbers, again 
foiled, fell l)ack and halted in the triumphal arch. In 
a moment they picketed their horses and threw them- 
selves on the sand to rest. 

I liad often wished to see a foraging party of Ai-abs, 
for the tribes send out their best horses and arms, and 
only their picked men. I resolved to visit the party; 
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■ but Brandy liiiti. wlio iimiised liiiiisulf \vilh aiiuing 
the Iteiltiwii) with a Innded ritle, ileclared that he woi 
iiot consider hiiiuulf lespousible for iiij safety if 
moved beyoiiil our ciimi). [ thought it well tn reliei 
him fmui the wwight of res|jonnihility, luiii the opporti 
iiity wiu not tu be lost, so I stai't^d aluiie for the Bei 
win. who were dUtaiit about ti quarter of a mile, 
the way ] met 8ome of our aoldiei's coming hock to 
camp, hilt crouching along lioilow plaiies. and Iwhiiij 
ruins, so as not to be woeu by llie Hjieannen. The 
kgers also, who were in the giirdt-nM and fielda. i 
stealing home and entering llie temjile ibi'ough lioh 
in the wall. 

I walked very slowly, with tlu> lU-d;nvrii in view all 
the way, and in order tliat I niiy;lil ajipiar as composed 
as possible I examined idl tin- rnins in my path, fhougli 
I bad seen them lifty times l^'lmv. When I ..11110 within 
a few iK-H'hes of the Iriinnphal aicli. mir .,( llie Hedawtii 
sprang tn bis feel, seized a iliili and a spiMr, and iiislied 
did I see a man. 



at me like an infuriates liidl. Ni 
even in a maddionse. so ntteily 
man apjieai-ed to U: He was li' 
[lassion secnieti t" !«■ ehokinij li 
impreeations at aie tlie foain Hew 
I met liis exhibition of wrath w 
ing the point of Ins spear aside, 
if I was acc-iistoined to lliat sort 
nothing of it. I went straiglil. am 
resi of the Aralis. and lie follow 



liiin^-elf lUi that 
I Willi lairc. and his 
1. ami as he hurled 
roni his inouth. 
1 a laugh, and, push- 
walked [last him, as 
Ihing. and thought 
at inv leisure, lo the 
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wild beast. The others received me with scowling 
looks, and none of them returned my salutation. I sat 
down upon a stone, fully believing myself in a trap, and 
tried to look composed, though I did not feel so. 

" Who do you think I am ? " thundered the wrathful 
Bedawi. 

" I think," said I, " you would be a magnificent-look- 
ing fellow, if you did not spoil a handsome face by bad 
temper." 

" Know, then," said he, " that I am the great Kufeiley, 
at whose name pashas tremble." 

I said, no one denied that he was the great Kufeiley, 
but that I had seen as pleasant-looking a man somewhere 
previously; and then, seeing the necessity for a diver- 
sion, I added, pointing to a horrible-looking cut-throat, 
who stood glowering at me, — 

'' Look at the sweet and pleasant countenance of your 
friend there, on the approach of a guest." 

The wit was of the feeblest quality, but it did its work, 
and a broad grin overspread every countenance, even that 
of tlie infuriate Kufeiley. A joke that leaves you to 
assume that you are superior to some one else is always 
appreciated. 

In less than five minutes from the birth of the first 
smile we were deep in the politics of the desert and 
the city. Kufeiley had a grievance against the Turks — 
as who has not, that has any dealings with them? 
They had ceased to pay a stipulated tribute for the 
right of peaceful passage, and he would reduce them to 

N 
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terms, as he had often done before. He had come ex- 
pressly tn plunder us, by way nf punisliing the Torks, 
and as Allah was great, he would scatter us like dust 
on ouv return journey. 

Then they examined everything I had. like big chil- 
dren, and asked me the price nf each thing— my boots, 
my watch, my revolver, my hat; in fact, I believe they 
were making an inventory of ray personal effects, to 
facilitate future division, after they shoulil have relieved 
me of them. 

I broached the question of the education of their chil- 
dren, but they answered, Hcninfuily, " Do you want to 
make them clerks?" Oii further dificussion, they prom- 
ised to entertain the question, or submit to any other 
humiliation, if I would procure the release of some of 
their tribe, who were, they siiid, wrongfully imprisoned 
in Damascus. 

I had now an opportunity to liecoine thoroughly 
acquainted with the robliers. I fnuinl Unit Kufeiley 
was the leader of that braiicli of tlir Anmur Aralw who 
frequent the desert !>et\veen Palmyra and Hums. He 
did not exaggerate the terror his name in.spireil,^ as he 
was one of the mo.st active and bloody of all the Bedawin, 
He was a short, thick man, with a short, black, shaggy 
head and bull neck, and with innumerable wrinkles con- 
centrated round his crafty eyes and hard, relcnlloss 
mouth. His flesh looked blauk and liai.i as dried llra- 
zilian beef. 

' liufi'iley w.is sliot dead tUrougli Ihc trcasl ihp f.iUinving spring, near 
Hums, by a peasant wliom lie was plundering. 
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Second in command, and in fame for bloody deeds, was 
Azzab, the fatber-in-law of Kufeiley, a tall, spare man. 
They all had the deep, suspicious eyes of their race, 
lliey were armed with lances, tufted with ostrich 
feathers, and most of them had clubs, and flint pistols, 
and crooked daggers ; and there was one double-barrelled 
fowling-piece, which they seemed to regard with special 
affection. They exhibited it in triumph ; but it was only 
a Belgian gun, which had got the name " London " 
engraved on it in Damascus. 

They all appeared as if they had dressed at an " old- 
clo' " shop, as there was nothing like uniformity in their 
apparel, and they were doubtless arrayed in the garments 
of their victims. One man had hung about him the black 
clothes of a European, much too large for him, and sadly 
in want of buttons in certain phices : the ventilation was 
perfect. Their horses were weedy. 

While I lingered with the Bedawin, the Turkish gov- 
ernor of Palmyra joined us, accompanied by a scribe. 
He and Kufeiley fell on each other's necks, and it soon 
became apparent why we and the Palmyrans had to 
defend ourselves, in presence of a Turkish garrison. 
The governor got a fair share of all plunder taken by 
Kufeiley, and he in return abstained from interfering 
with tliat chiefs enterprises. 

On our arrival at Palmyra, this Turkish official paid 
several visits to our camp, and always, on leaving us, sent 
his servant to ask us for a bottle of brandy. Our supply 
was limited to one bottle for medicinal purposes, but we 
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yielded to his importunities in n moment of weakn^B^ 
We could not, however, give him the whole bottle, and 
we were ashamed to send it half full; emi we did as the 
brewers do who want to recoup themselves for the 
lately imposed tax, — we filled it up with water. Appar- 
ently tlie brandy was not up to the governor's stamlard 
of i>erf(;ction, or ho had got fi-om us all that his heart 
desired, for he appeared at our tent no more, and his 
friendship was turned into hostility. 

My interview with the Bedawin was cut short by a 
mounted soldier, who came galloping up from Brandy 
Bob, delivered his message from a distance of twenty 
yards, and galloped away ttefore the Arabs, who sprang 
to tJicir fcot, hiid even timtt lo fiie at liiiii. 

He wishinl me to return iit once, and told the Bedawin 
that if they did not retire from the triumphal arch in 
twenty minutes, they would be fired on. I thought he 
might Ih; foolish enough to keep his word, and so I re- 
turned to prevent mischief. I left the Beduwin without 
having effeeted a treaty of peace for our party. 

On my return to the cam|i, our ciivaluiule were getting 
ready to start on their homeward jciurncy. As we moved 
from the ruins, some of the Jiedawin went before us, and 
some of them followed us, but they always ke]>t at a 
respectful distance. They did not attack us, for they 
prefer jdundering to fighting; but they kept in a jiosition 
from which they could have cut off stnigglei's, or caught 
a runaway hoi-se or mule, had tJiere been any such. 

Passing into the long plain which stretches from Pal- 
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inyra to near Karyetein, we kept to the right, about a 
mile from the mountain range on the north. The Beda- 
win marched parallel with us along the foot of the moun- 
tain. In an hour and a half we reached the open mouths 
of a subterranean water-course. The openings were about 
eighty feet apart, and the water was eighteen feet from 
the surface of the ground. The stones round the sides 
of the openings were much polished and grooved by the 
friction of roi>es drawing up water. This was the water 
of the Abu el-Fawaris fountain, which was the chief supply 
of Tadmor. 

We pitched our camp by the water, at a point due west 
from the Castle of Palmyra. The place seemed to have 
been much used as a camping-ground. The plain around 
us was green with the el-kali^ and another shrub, like a 
dwarf tamarisk ; flocks of pigeons and vultures swarmed 
about us to get at the water ; and the Bedawin encamped 
at the foot of the mountain right opposite, and watched 
for an opportunity to attack us. 

Danger in Syria soon loses the romance of novelty 
and the thrill of excitement. I remember with what 
feelings of horror I heard from our first landlord in 
Damascus, that two of his brothers had been murdered 
in the room which we had made our chief sitting-room. 
He had come in one gusty night to see how we liked our 
new quarters, and to keep us from feeling lonely, and 
with twitching mouth, he said, pointing to where we sat : 

'* There is where my two brothers were killed, and my 
father was murdered over there, and then they threw them 
all into that fountain outside." 
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The wind made honid noises about the house that 
night, auil for many a day I fancied I could aee tht; 
purple stains tJirough the white straw mattiug. But we 
soon became fftiiiiliar with such horroh). 

Three skeletons of murdered Cliristians were ftshed 
out f^f the well from which we had our first water in 
Uamii.scus. Our colporteur was brought in to us with his 
head liiid open ; and a little boy who had been in our 
school, and our service, was murdered by Druzes, and 
eaten up by dogs. Our mission-tield lay along the bor- 
der of the desert, and in ten years we had come to look 
calmly at the deeds of city and desert Ishmaelites. 

It wiia not, however, without a sense of danger that 
we lay down for the nipht in full view of a band of well- 
armed, hanly spearmen, who liad vowed to murder us, 
and who had a will to cai ry "ut their vow. Our guard 
was sufHciently strong and well iinncd lo keep the enemy 
at a distanci;, but they were only Turks, imtl tlie Itedawm, 
on their nimble mures, mi<,'lit d;isli into cun- eiimp during 
the night, and overwhelm us in the coiilnsion and darkness ; 
and it was not plesusant t" faiiey a spt.'iii- ]>enetratinfr 
one's tent. 1 went rouiid our sentiiu'ls sevend times, 
and they continued to swear, and br;it,r. mi,! keep guanl. 
as long us we wati'hed tliem l but no socmi'r hail we Iain 
down to slee[) tlian they staeked lhi;ir aims. ii.Ued them- 
selves up in tlicir greateoals. and lay down to sleep 
likewise. 

A httle tiftrr nn.liii>,dit my s,Tv:int awakrd me. and told 
me that our soldiers were -all snoiiny; liI tlie stars." 
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I walked through amoug them, and over them, and found 
them loudly asleep. I thought of the sleeping hosts 
of King Saul that had gone out to seize David, and I 
wondered if we could repeat David's trick on Saul.^ 

In a few minutes my servant had the soldiers' rifles 
carried to beside my bed, and not a soldier had stirred. 
He then mounted guard himself, but, as sleep under the 
circumstances was impossible, we roused our camp before 
dawn for the return journey. Then woke up the most 
indescribable biibel. 

The soldiers rushed about in search of their arms, 
frantic with rage, shame, fear. The cowardly Bedawtn 
had stolen their rifles while they slept, and would now 
fall upon them unarmed. 

The oflicei-s screamed at the men, and the men roared 
at the officers, and the choicest epithets in Arabic, Turk- 
ish, Kurdish, and Armenian were hurled about with much 
waste of nervous energy. 

When the noise had reached the climax, I called over 
Brandy Bob, and quietly asked him what was all the 
shouting about. 

''Oil, sir, " he replied, "I took my eyes off my men for 
an instant, and they have lost their rifles." 

*' Nonsense ! " I said. " You bragged how you would 
guard us, and then you all went and fell asleep. There 
are your weapons. My servant brought them here to 
prevent the Bedawin from getting them, and then 
mounted guard for you." 

1 1 Sam. xxvi. 12. 
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The solilioi'M tonk their guns in silence, but, witli the 
versatility nl Folstuff, they all soon began to swear that 
they had sc-iiii me taking their rifles, aad only wanted tti 
humour mij. 

We strU'jk our tents in silence and in haste, while it 
was yet dink, and mardied to 'Ain el-Wu'ul, and on the 
following day continued our homeward journey as far as 
Karyetein, 

But what of the Bedawfii who had encamped over 
against us/ We had given them the slip, and got among 
the liills at the other side of the plain, before they were 
aware of our departure, and as they never suspected that 
we had diboovered the 'Ain el-Wu'ul water, they pursued 
us, as thfiy supposed, down the beaten track of ordinary 
tourisls. All day hmjf they spurred thoir animals in pur- 
suit, and strained tlieir eyes to catoli a glimpse of us on 
the liorii'.on before them. At last the gazelle-traps and 
gardens of Karyetein rose before them, and they felt that 
their prey bad escaiwd. 

A council of war was held, at which it was the unani- 
mous opinion that we bail bidden in some dip of the desert, 
or among the mountains, as it was clearly impossible that 
our baggage animals could have i-eacbod Karyetein in so 
sliort a time. 

It was then resolved ^ that (bey should lie across our 
track until we came up. 

All night long tbey watched in vain, but at eleven 

1 These details I liad frocn one of tin: BtiJanin, who ealled on me 
aCterviards iu Dnriinscus, aud gavo me all particulars. 
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o'clock the next morning, as they were about to give us 
up, a caravan suddenly appeared issuing from the moun- 
tains on the north. " AUahu Akbar ! " (God is great) 
shouted the delighted Bedawin, and tightening the girths 
on their hungry horses, and the girdles on their own 
empty stomachs, they rushed with a desert hun-ah on 
their prey. 

The caravan was conducted by the hardy villagers of 
Jebel Kalamoun, who were bringing provisions for their 
families from the Euphrates, and they had, besides, Per- 
sian carpets, and tobacco and other valuable merchandise 
for Damascus. They had just passed the most dangerous 
part of their journey, and had relaxed their ordinary vigi- 
lance, and were somewhat scattered, so that with the first 
onset, the Bedawin cut off and captured a number of 
stragglei*s. These were withdrawn to a distance, and 
secured. The remainder of the caravan was then drawn 
up in a circle, and the camels were tightly bound together 
in a living rampart, from behind which the villagers fired 

on their assailants. 

* 

''The Arab force," according to the Levant Herald^ 
" consisted of about twenty horsemen, accompanied by 
forty dromedaries, each carrying two armed riders. They 
were the Giath Bedawin, a branch of the Seba'a tribe, 
accompanied by the 'Amour, under Sheikh Dabbons." 
They and their hoi-ses took a hurried meal of the food 
they had captured at the first onset, and then, flushed 
with victory and with the prospect of large booty, they 
dashed bodily against the living rampart. A desperate 
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struggle eiisuud. The ciroalar line swayed uutl sttiig-— 
gei-ed; but in a haad-to-haiid encounter the Beduwfn had 
no chance with the able-bodied' villagers, and several of 
- them were dragged from their hoi«69 und sUicken down 
with i-luhs. 

Thi; Bedawlii then became more wary, and galloped 
round and round the L-ii-cle, making a feint here and iui 
attack there, till the villagerH were weary of rusliing round 
their rampoit, and their ammuuitiou was exhausted. Thus 
they continued hour after hour, till near sunset, when a 
wounded camel staggered and fell, and broke tlie line. 
The circle opened out and became a crescent. Quick as 
lightning, the Bedawtu rushed in at the breach, the 
camels started off in all directions, and the active horse- 
men, witli their tht»hing spears, decided the victory in a 
few minutes. 

The Lt'rant Henihl snmnied up the result of the 
raid thus: "The Hedinvin took possession of, and car- 
ried off, all that the caravan contained, — 120 loads of 
butter (st'HiHien), and an enormous number of donkeys, 
mules, camels, horses, arms, valued at i:4O0O. In addi- 
tion to this tliey stripped all the travellei-s, and left them 
miked in the blazing deseit. They even stripped the 
dead. The friends of the murdered men remained to 
watch the bodies, till animals were brought to convey 

' 'Hip IleiJawIii are iiincli smalW-biiilied men ilmii tlie Kiillahln of the 
villatri'H. Coloiitl C.awkT, llic lale kpc|"r of ilie rrowii jowpls, informed 
lue tiiat tlie suits of uriiioiu' prtservtd in llie Tower were found to Ije too 
small fur ol-aiiiaiy men. 
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them to the village. They succeeded in protecting them- 
selves from the heat by day, and the cold by night, with 
rags from the furniture of camels that were shot in the 
melSe, 

*'The unfortunate men were industrious people, inha- 
bitants of Nebk, Deir-Atiyeh, Kahibeh, and one of them 
was from Damascus. They were mostly heads of hungry 
families, and paid taxes to the Sultan for his protection. 
There is no honest reason why this state of things should 
be permitted to exist. A few years before, Subhi Pasha 
kept the desert in almost perfect order. The Bedawi 
marauders are within easy reach of the government. 

"When the case was laid before Halet Pasha, governor 
of Damascus, he merely said that Karyetein was outside 
tlie bounds of Syria. Those who were present corrected 
his Excellency's geography, and lie caused a sharp tele- 
gram to be sent to his subordinates, and with that the 
matter rested." 

This report, published at the time, in the chief news- 
paper at Constantinople, was, I know, correct in every 
detail. I knew several of the murdered men, and one of 
them, Shibley Kassis, of Nebk, was brother-in-law to our 
chief Protestant in that district, and a very amiable man. 

What would the Bedawin do with one hundred and 
twenty loads of butter? 

They brought it, or rather, had it brought, into Damas- 
cus, and sold publicly. 

What would they do with the splendid carpets and 
shawls from the looms of Persia and Cashmere? 




i88 PALMYRA AND ZENOBIA. 

They diwtributed them among their powerful friends 
ill Damascus, in return for their efficient pi-otection, and 
some of Uie Imat fouii<l their way into the gorgeoua salootis 
of those wliose duty it was to administer justice. 

One of niir Protestants found tbree of his camels in the 
hands of llie rob nascus, and, though he got an 

official onlci I'm oration of his proi>erty, he was 

never ablu to get ed out, and the robbenj were per- 

mitted to keep his camels. 

We resteii a day at Karyetein, and had the pleasure of 
finding thut our school had taken root aiuong Moslems 
and Christians; and we saw Moslems and Christians sit- 
ting side by siilu in tiiat land of violence and blood, and 
spelling out together the story of Christ's love to men. 
In the evening we lieard that a battle was being fought 
near by, and I believe the report of the guns was dis- 
tinctly heard ; but the sheikh siiid tlie Turks were there 
to protect the district, and the Turks smoked their nai-- 
gdles, and ejaculated " Allah is great," and did nothing. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

^T( 7E finished the day by visiting and receiving the 
^ * visits of our friends, and on the following morn- 
ing continued our homeward journey, before receiving 
the details of the battle. We passed several ruined 
khans, resting-places for caravans and travellers in more 
propitious times ; had several spurts after gazelles with 
our Persian greyhound, caught a fox alive and a curious 
land rat; and after a weary ride, encamped at 'Atny, 
a few miles west of a salt lake that glowed and sparkled 
in the evening sun. 

Here, too, we were met by "rumours of oppression and 
deceit." The Ishmaelites had been to the village three 
hours before us, and liad carried off several flocks of 
sheep, and all the donkeys and camels and portable 
things they could find. 

Any one who makes a tour through Northern Syria 
will be able to appreciate for the remainder of liia life 
the advantages of a civilized government. He will there 
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we as fine a [>easantry as is to Ijc found anywhere, — 
liaiidsome. And cnuiteoiia. but picturcHquo in rags : thrifty 
And fnigfll, l)ut peniiileiis; cnniparatively truthful and 
enterpmiug, but without credit or resources. They have 
broad nitres which only require to be acrat^ihetl and 
they bt'iiig forth sixty-fold: but they only cultivate little 
patchtts, Hurrounded by mud walk, and within the range 
of their matohtocks. 

Dming the grojiter part of the 3'ear they dare not walk 
over their own uncultivated lields, for fear of being 
stripped of their tattered garments.' 

And yet tliese poor people are the most heavily taxed 
peasantry in the world. Tliey pay '■blackmail," called 
khowie/i f brnthiM'hond ). to tlic Itcdawin. wlm plunder 
them nolwithstiiiiding. And tlu-y pay taxes to the Turks, 
who give thetn ni> prnlfctiuti in return. The Hedawin's 
chiini i.s from time immcmnrial. and lliey enforce their 
cliiiin by cuttiufj off ibu rars ..f j.eiisujits from the default- 
ing village^;, and by eanying nil' a nuinbcr of the village 
childi-eii into the descjl. The Luier plan always brings 
the villages to tt^rms. Tin; Turks .■iifoice tlieir claims 
by imprisoning the village ,';ln iklis in tonl, jicstlferous 
sties, without food, till tliey liavi: paid "the lUtermost 
farthing." 

'Til.- Lfr/J,il U<-r/,M ot lilli AiiKH^t IRTl, rrfnriiiL; L. lUi- Mibji-ct. 
li..iun-i] ..111 th;il ■Mlirw villnS''^. n"X Hh. i.i..-.( iiiip..n;iiit, li:ni Inst 
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These spoilers follow on each other's heels, and that 
which the Turkish caterpillar leaves the Bedawi locust 
devours. With anything like protection or fair govern- 
ment, the peasantry of Northern Syria would be among the 
happiest in the world ; but for the ten years that I knew 
them, they saw the fruit of their labour swept away by 
organized robbers, and they lived in a state of starvation 
and despair. All who can get away leave for Egypt 
and for the large cities, and the region is becoming depop- 
ulated year by year. Hundreds succeed in breaking the 
Turkish cordon, and in effecting their escape to America. 

It was pleasant to see how lightly sorrow sat on the 
simple people of 'Atny. When we arrived they were 
plucking at their beards, and rending their garments, and 
calling for vengeance from heaven on their spoilers and 
on the Turks. Toward sunset, however, the ceremony 
of marrying the Sheikh's daugliter, a mature maiden of 
twelve, was commenced, and the people danced, and sang, 
and shouted, and clapped their hands, and the women sent 
up shrill notes of joy, and the old Sheikh scattered sweet- 
meats among the revellers, and all seemed merry and light- 
hearted, as if they had sat all their lives under their own 
vines and fig-trees, with none to molest or make them 
afraid. 

The bawling and screaming came to an end about mid- 
night, but soon broke out again. Somebody's house had 
been plundered, and the people were all proclaiming it 
from tlie house-tops. The women's voices were still in 
tune, and they howled as if they had been robbed of their 




iga PALMYRA AND ZENORIA. 

most precious treiisiirea. I hatl b«en giving battle to a 
numlter of persevering mosquitoes, up till the tiiiio that 
this uew disturbance arose. Finding, however, that sleep 
was impossible, and that uiy presence was no longer re- 
quired by my companions, I started alone, in the dark, for 
Damasc us. 

I passed through Jeyrud, Muaddamiyeh, and El-Kutifeh 
while the people were still sleeping. The dogs lay thick 
in the streets, and my horse had difficulty in threading his 
way among them. They were too lazy and sleepy even to 
bark at me. 

The night was long, bat at last the tops of the moan- 
tains were touclied with gold, and as the plain of Damas- 
eus burst upon me through the Eth-thunij-eli Pass, the 
rising sun was pouring its 1irst rays into a surging sea o£ 
verdure and beauty, and lighting up the minarets of ham- 
let and city with tongues of fiie. 

No wonder Orientals rave over the liciiuties of Damascus. 
At iiU .seasons of the year, anil from every point of view, 
Damascus is l)eaiitiful; but its l)fr»uty is enhanced tenfold 
by the fact that you can only apjiroach it thmngli a howl- 
ing wilderness. Your eye has been resting <m the heavens 
as bra-ss and the earth as iron. Every green thing is a 
prickly shrub. Desolation and dreariness and sterility 
reign on every side. Suddenly you turn a corner, and 
your ej-e rests on Paradise. 

A gallop down the hill, and I was among luxurious har- 
vests. Tlien I |>asscd through niik's of orchards golden 
with ripe apricots. Ilie ]>aths ovcisjircad by frnijraut wsil- 
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nuts. Crystal waters tumbled iu eaacatlea over tlie walls, 
ami ran bibUuig by the side of the road. At last I 
reached Bab EB-Shurki, the eiiateni giite of Damascus, in 
which the Roman ai'ch is still visible ; and aa I passed 
through where Khaled and his fiery Sai-acens first entered 
the eity, my heart sank as I saw a Turkish soldier levying 
"hlaekniail " on a miserable Jewish jwdlar. A minute 
more, and I was at home even in Damascus. 





CHAPTER XVIII, 



TOURING ray firet visit to Palmyra, iu 1872, I spent 
-"-^ four days from dawn to diiak in incessant ex- 
ploration. One of my companions, a wealthy banker, 
began with gi-eat zeal to collect eurios. By the end of 
the first day his money hud set the whole population 
in motion, to sift the sands, and rifle the tombs. He 
returned to the tent at night hiden with a miscellaneous 
assortment of old Tadnior odds and ends. 

He had hancifnls of the Iwaiitifn! little coins that are 
found in the sand, boxes of trrrti-cill/i tthlets with Pal- 
myra inscriptions and figures, Roman lamps, inscril>ed 
gems, and a heap of skulls and limbs of munnnies. The 
lower extremities of one of the mummies he insei'ted into 
a pair of Iiis own under-di-awerrf, the letter to preserve 
tliem. 

TJiere is perhaps no pni-suit that so quicklj- grows to a 
passion as tJie search luv iiiitiipiilics. The searcher is 
always liiiding something uni(]Ui', and in Palmyra everj' 
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glass bead is associated with the Sitt Zenobia. My friend 
had secured several objects of great interest, among which 
were real coins of Wahballath, one of Zenobia's sons. 

The collector's passion soon culminates in fever. I 
had gone over the heaps of coins, gems, lamps, and 
tesserae with my friend before going to bed, pointing 
out the archaeological value of some of his discoveries. 
He spent a sleepless and restless night, tossing to and 
fro, and longing for the dawn. He woke me up in the 
night to tell him the name of Zenobia's son whose name 
was on the coins. 

As soon as the day began to break he slipped from 
the tent, and gathering around him the entire population 
of Tadraor resumed his researches among the ruins. 

I had ridden out early to the quarries from which 
the great stones and columns of Palmyra had been taken. 
We again met at nine o'clock, at breakfast, and I found 
his cup of satisfaction was full to overflowing. It is not 
easy to carry the full cup with dignity. He had no eyes 
for my bag of partridges, or eai-s for my story of the 
wondrous quarries. 

When breakfast was over, he drew from his pocket 
a red silk handkerchief, and, calling us around, began 
very mysteriously and deliberately to unfold it! 

" There," said he, disclosing a little ivory figure, " look 
at that. It is pure Grecian, of the best period. See the 
expression, the feeling, the spirituality of^ that idol. I 
have little doubt that it once belonged to Zenobia, and 
one cannot wonder that the lovely woman worshipped 
so lovely an object." 
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Our ladies thi-onged i-oiind the fortunate finrler, to 
examine tlm twatitiful idol. I was wftiting For my tuni 
to get. a nij^ht of the wnuilfifiil work of art, when rnv 
niece exclaimed: 

"Why, you gooae, it'** tiic head of your own umbrella." 

lie turned on hei- with a look of flcorii, and I thought 
he would have struck her to the gi'ouad. Then h mast 
iiiisympathetio laugh burnt from the whole party. He 
Ixjcanie ashy pale, as if he were ahout to faint. Before 
the lauglitor ceased, he had ttfattered all his collection 
on tim Hand, kicking the things about. Then he i-ushed 
out of the tent without speaking iv woi-d, and disappeared 
among ilie I'nina. 

Tlic di'iiiand for antiquitifs had sliuiulated the supply. 
Tlio l';diuyran.s, aided. I believe, by my friend's dragoman, 
had sloivii Ww hiiiidle of liis umbrella, aud sold it to him 
for leii tiiiifw its wi-iglil in gold. That transaction com- 
plelrly rmvl him of Die iiielia'oh.gioal fever. He bought 
no more <iiii'"iii<-i<. and liecliiied lo took at those jiui- 
chasi>,l by us, .ir ollVreil f<ir sale by the natives, and lie 
took no fintlier interest in oni- e\iilorations. His one 
and only (hisire seemed lo be lo get away from Palmyra. 

Kor tliree days bi' urged ine incessantly to leave the 
"(iod-foi-saken jihioe." Morning, noon, and night, at 
all oui' meals, and wJienevei' we iiii'l in the ruins, lie 
luged bis one plea, lliat we sliould letrace our steps to 
Daniaseus. I reniimled liim lljat all our plans were laid 
to speiiil a week at Palmyra, tliat our contracts were 
made on that biisis, that we were never likelv to visit 
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the place again, and that it would be a calamity to leave 
the place half explored. 

As the week advanced, his complainings became harder 
to bear. They began to take the form of taunts and chal- 
lenges. '' If I had any one who could ride to accompany 
me/' he would say, "I would return straight to Damascus, 
without spending four* days dawdling by the way." He 
did not wish to ride back with a parcel of girls ; though, 
as a matter of fact, the girls were the liveliest riders of 
the party. 

On Thursday night I told him I would ride back to 
Damascus with him as quickly as he pleased. I had had 
a very hard day climbing the ladders to inscriptions and 
investigating subterranean chambers. We threw our- 
selves down for a brief sleep, and started a little before 
midnight. 

I hoped to accompany our party well clear of Palmyra, 
and to leave them to follow the beaten track with their 
escort, while I pushed forward with my friend. 

Noiselessly we stole out of the ruins, which are more 
impressive at night than by day. We swept silently 
down the plain, lighted on our way by the stars. The 
air was fresh and balmy, and quite exhilarating after the 
broiling heat of the day. 

I was riding well ahead, when I saw our way blocked 
by an encampment about a mile in front of us. I stopped 
and called up our guard, and tried to get them well to- 
gether so as to be ready for all emergencies. 

As soon as my Bashi-bazooks saw the encampment, they 
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dashed forward witli a wild yell, and charged down the 
plain. I Wji3 better mounted than they, and I got before 
them, and with my whip tried to restrain their im]ietu- 
osity; but a wild spirit had taken possesaiou of the whole 
party. 

My cook rode past mo on a Iwggage mule, brandishing 
an old piBtol that would have endangered somebody's life 
if it had gone off; but so great was the general madness 
that seized our party, that a young and cool-headed fi'ieud, 
a distinguished metaphysician and gold medallist, who 
had beeii riding behind with the ladies, left his charge, 
and galloped furiously past me, holding his revolver in 
front of him, at arm's length, and shouting the one good 
Arabic pluiuie which he had at command, " Clear the 
way." 

Our gallant charge was akin to panic, and would, I 
knew, in case of a real enemy, be equally disastrous. 

It was for me one of the most anxious moments of my 
life. If we were in for a battle, 1 knew tliat my breech- 
loader and revolver, as they were both of the best, would 
be of sei-vice; but our ladies were behind in the darkness. 
I therefore rode to the rear, when I was needed in front, 
and my arrival was most opportune. 

The ladies, one of whom was sister to the metaphysicaii 
with the revolver, had also charged when they heard of 
an enemy on tlie patli ; but one of the saddles had turned 
round in the confusion, and the rider's foot having caught 
in the stirrup, she was being dragged along the ground. 
In less than a minute she was again in the saddle, aud we 
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were all galloping towards the enemy. We heard a few 
sputtering shots and cries, and prepared for the worst; 
but when we arrived, we found the camp was only a cara- 
van of Damascus merchants, and that the cries and shots 
were only let off for joy on the meeting of old friends. 

My reception, as I brought up the rear, was far from 
flattering. I heard one of our escort saying, " The 
Khowajah was the best mounted and best armed of the 
whole party, but when the supreme moment came, he 
rode to the rear, and took his place among the women." 

The Arab is a game-cock, and a fight is as popular in 
the desert as anywhere else ; but I have an impression 
that when my escort gallantly bore down on the cara- 
van of peaceful merchants, they knew that they were 
likely to be rewarded with brandy and tobacco. 

Leaving our party on the march, my friend and I set 
out for our long ride to Damascus. The night had 
become piercingly cold, and we seemed to be always 
riding against a ridge about ten yards ahead; but we 
pressed forward for a couple of hours, without drawing 
rein. We were both well mounted. My companion 
rode a large-boned, serviceable chestnut of the KadUheh^ 
or plebeian, order. I rode a blood-mare (^Anileli) of the 
Sikl&weh-Jidrfin breed. She was a beautiful bay, with 
deep chest, large soft eyes, cup-like feet and long pas- 
terns, and springy step, and an unwritten pedigree 
stretching in point of time as far back as the bluest 
blood in England. 

I was once able to render an important service to a 
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family of Aiiiba, wlm wiii-e iwing ruiiiod by Uussiau 
Jewti under English [trot«ctioii, ut Damascus. I fell in 
love with uiiB of their mured. They saw me foiittling 
her, and giving her bits of sugar and biscuit, and, believ- 
ing that I wtiuld be kind to her, tliey sold her to me, iu 
defiance of llieir custom. She brought me'safely out of 
many a acrjtpe in the desert, and we became fast fiiends. 
She would Ntimd stone still, if she saw me putting up my 
gun to fire, so that from the saddle I could shoot birds 
on the wing ; and when I wanted to mount her she would 
come at my call, and stnnd rubbing her head against 
me, till I got into the saddle. She was lai^er than the 
ordinary desiirt blood-mai-e, and carried ciisily a weight 
of thirteen mid a half stones. 

When we had got opposite the 'Ain el-Wu'ul fountain, 
we foinid our way blocked by an Arab encampment. 
Tin; twinkling lights seemed to lill the whole plain. 
All appeared to he fast aslec]). lint we knew that if one 
of the Bedawin .saw iis, wo should .soon have the whole 
hornet's nest after us. 

As the wind was coming from the fountain -side, we 
resolved to try to get round the other side of the encamp- 
ment. We alighted, and, slinging tJie nose-bags on cm- 
horses, carefully led them as we moved round the Arab 
dank in the darknes.s. 

It Wits an anxious lime : foi'. had our hoi-ses whinnied. 
or a desert dog discovered us, we should certainly at 
least have been deprived of uur Iioisl-s. 

Hy ni;iking a circuit of a mile ur mure, we got past 
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the iiorthern tiank of the sleeping host. A strong wind 
was blowing from the camp, laden with the odour of 
camels and camp-fires. Our mares, we knew, would 
not neigh like horses, and betray us ; but lest they might 
l>e tempted to act contrary to their natures, we let them 
feed from their nose-bags as they walked silently and 
docilely by our sides. 

As soon as we thought we had got past the Arabs, we 
worked our way back to the direct path, and started for 
Karyetein at a pace of twelve miles an hour. The track 
was hard, and the noise of our cantering horses roused the 
camp, which was nearer to us than we had supposed, 
judging from the glimmer of the camp-fires, which seemed 
in the darkness farther away than they really were. An 
alarm shot was fired, and then there arose a babel of 
sounds, in which the braying of asses, and barking of 
dogs, and shouting of men were mingled. 

We kept steadily on our way, but we did not seem to 
be getting much further from the noises. When we had 
ridden for about an hour, we suddenly became aware that 
we were being pursued. The night had become very dark, 
and we could see nothing but the camp-fires in the dis- 
tance, but we could distinctly hear the clatter of horses' 
feet, and even the liard breathing of horaes which were 
being driven furiously. 

Three courses were open to us. Either to stand and 
fight, or to race for our lives, or to give our purauers the 
slip. There was little time for coming to an agreement, 
but my companion said, as we galloped side by side, " Take 
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any course you wish. I iiiu responsible for our difficulties, 
and I wiU do whatever you do." 

To have fought would have been simple madness, for. 
from the noise our pursiieitt iiinde, there seemed to be 
hundreds of them. It was doubtful if we could have 
escaped by hiird riding, for our steed;i were jaded, while 
theirs were fresh, I might have escaped on my AHlth^ 
at the best, but my companion's Kadisheh would certainly 
have been overtaken. The darkness favoured the third 
plan. 

We were then passing over rough ground, and hav- 
ing reached a seil, or the dry bed of a river, we turned 
up it at right angles to the path. In a few seconds we 
were quite out of sight, among the hills. We again hung 
the nose-bags on our horses' heads, and set them to feed, 
and I left both with my friend, and crawled back to a 
little hill by the side of the path. 

I had scarcely got to the lop of the hill, and peeped 
over, lying flat on the ground, when the troop swept past. 
There seemed to be about a dozen horses, and as many- 
dromedaries, and as each dromedary carried two men, 
there may have been thirty or forty all told. There may 
not have been a scoi'e, for, with the greatest desire to be 
accurate, the conditions were such as to lead to exag- 
geration. 

We now knew that we had no reasonable cause for 
fear. We both had brefch-loiulers and revolvers of the 
newest patterns, and we should have been able, if the 
worst came, to fire forty shots betweeii us in a minute. 
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Our double-barrelled guns were charged with shot car- 
tiidges, and, barring accidents, we felt that we could run 
away from spears, and clubs, and empty saddles at our 
leisure. My companion, an old Wimbledon crack shot, 
was anxious to begin at once; but I was determined to 
avoid bloodshed if possible, arid he took his orders from me. 

We immediately mounted, and followed the Bedawin, 
who thought they were following us. There was less 
than half a mile between us. We could hear them dis- 
tinctly ; but if they heard us, they must have thought we 
were some of their own party. When we had followed 
them for an hour or so, and they seemed to be getting 
further and further ahead of us, it became necessary to 
shake them off in some way or other, as we knew that the 
dawn would very soon reveal us. 

My companion carried a little flask of brandy suspended 
by straps, as an ornament. I induced him to give it to 
me. We then rode into the desert to the left, and I 
took the muslin which was fixed on my helmet as a 
protection against the sun, saturated it with the brandy, 
and set fire to it on a heap of brushwood. 

The flame rose suddenly, and the brushwood caught 
fire, and continued the blaze. I fired two or three shots, 
sending the bullets whistling after our pursuers. At 
the same time we walked our horses between them and 
the fire, and danced round it, so that we might seem 
more numerous than we were. Then we galloped back 
in the darkness to the road, and crossed out into the 
desert on the other side. 
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CHAI'TRR XIX. 

ATI TE continued oni' jouniey unmolested, at n slow 
^ ^ gallop, and did not pause till it was broad day. 
Then we dismounted, and walked by our mares for a 
mile or so. 

Tlie Bedawi encampment was at least twenty miles 
to the rear. The Arabs were in motion, swarming up 
the high ground towards the fountain of the Ibexes ("Ain 
el-Wu'ul). We saw them rolling up the hill like a 
cloud-shadow, and disappearing into the mountain gorge, 
and we knew that the way would lie safe for our friends 
and their escort, coming behind. 

That was a veiy charming de.sert morning. Fii«t the 
eastern horizon became saffron, then it [Kiased through 
all shades of orange, and the mountain tops glowed with 
a roseate hue, and the light poured in great streams into 
the plain, and objects wei'e seen detaching themselves 
from the darkness, till every mountain base, and every 
deep ravine, and every dark crevasse was filled with 



1 



ao6 PALMYRA AND ZENOBIA. 

living light, and colours, from lightest pink to deepest 
indigo, tinged and tinted the mountnins, that stnod like 
high walla i>ii cither side of the plain down which we 
sped as if fleeing for our lives before the avenger, 

Shortly aflcr the day was established, four horsemen 
coming frojn the hills appeared, bearing down on us on 
our right. They had long spears, and clubs hung to 
their saddles, and little araenala of flint pistols and 
daggers in their belts. They were really small fry in 
our eyes after what we had jMis-^ied tlirough, and we 
looked carefully to see if there was a larger force be- 
hind them. We continued to gallop, and they doubtless 
thought wft were afraid of them, and trying to escape, 
and they made a tremendous effort to cut our path, and 
intercept us. 

It was a pretty sight to see the four sons of the desert 
bearing down upon us. At fir.it their pace was the 
ordinary ambling or deseit jog-trot, for which I know 
no English name, We have iintliing that corresponds to 
it. It seems .slow and sly, but it gets over the ground 
fast. Gre.itcr speed, however, was necessary to catch us 
though we did not press our weary horses. When we 
first saw them they were ten or twelve miles distant; 
but they struck straight for our iKith, and as they came 
nearer to it, they gallo]icd as fast .is they could to 
get before vis. The hoi-ses were at fidl stretch, and 
the riders, with their short stirrups and high saddles, 
seemed to sit on the tops of their horses as if on seats, 
ro:idy to sjiriiig 
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They reached the road about four hundred yards in 
front of us, reined up their horses, and planted themselves 
right in our way. We brought our horses to a walking 
l^ace, and prepared for the worst. They shook their 
spears, and leaned forward on their saddles, as if about 
to charge ; but they saw our shining weapons, and paused. 

We approached till we were within eighty yards of 
the enemy, and halted. I said, — 

" Who are you, and what do you want ? " 

One of them replied with a sharp bark. "You are 
trespassers on our land, and by Allah we will make 
you repent, you sons of dogs." 

I said, repeating one of their own proverbs, "Violent 
language never yet tore a shirt. I can shoot the four 
of you through the heads in four seconds, and if you 
move one step towards us, I will shoot your four horses 
to begin with." 

They did not like the prospect, and after exchanging 
words among themselves, one of them said: "No man 
has ever presumed to pass through our territory without 
leave ; but if you surrender the horse you are riding, we 
will let you pass." 

I replied : " Let there be no fooling. Since the day that 
Abraham your father, of blessed memory, passed down 
this same road, till this day, the way has been open. We 
are here to injure no man, not even the road ; but if you 
attempt to stop us, your blood be upon your own heads." 

My companion said, "Let me empty two of their sad- 
dles," 
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He ]i:i<l uiji.i lio.l Willi Sir Henry Hiilfonl for tijo 
Queeir» i;ii|i. 

I said, "No; if tliL-y attiit^k iia, we will Klioot their 
horses tii-st," 

One of tliem said, " We belong to the great Anazi tribe. 
wliidi makes poshati tremble, aud we cannot let you 

piVSS." 

I rejilied: ■■ Your slicikh aii<l I iinr fi'iends, and I know 
his brothel- who spends much time in Damascus. I 
have just ostablisbed n scliool at Karyetein, and J am 
only anxious to befriend the Bedawin ; but either you 
must give way. or we roust give way. My friend wants 
to shoot twn of you to begin with. We are the stronger, 
bnt I am loaili to liimn yiiu. I now give you live minutes 
to make nji yonr miinls. and if you do not move off in 
that timt', ni;iy Allah ho merciful In you." 

I said to iiiy frifiid: " IJu ivady. but keep cool; they 
may make a diiwh at us. Vnu h;id better alight, as your 
lioi-se is ivstive-"' 

Uo slipped from the sad-lle. aiid sl.ind with his fowling- 
piece ready. I sat iu tlio saddle, with my watch in my 
hand. "Four minulcs are mnv gone." I said, " and the 
fifth is half sped." A few secouils later, I put my watch 
into my pocket, and as 1 lifted my jinn to my shoulder 
thoy turned and lied Indiue us, hurling a volley of im- 
precations at ns as they went. 

They galIo]ied idong tlie jiatii beftire us, and we gal- 
loped after as if in jaii-suit. Tlierc were about four 
hundred yards hetwecti ns. Several times they turned. 
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iiiid waited as if to stop us ; but we galloped straight at 
them, putting up our guns to our shoulders, and when 
we neared them they broke and hurried away. We 
thought they might be playing at delay, till a larger 
force should arrive, but we could hardly take our eyes 
off them, to look back to see if others were coming. 

iMy companion at last lost patience. " This thing," he 
said, " must come to an end, one way or another." 

I called on them to halt, and then I told them that my 
friend had not so much consideration for them as I 
had, and that they must leave us altogether, or I could 
not restrain him from shooting them. 

They then galloped off in a wide circle, riding round 
us at a respectful distance, for some time, and finally took 
up their position at a little liill on the left near our 
path. As we came near, they rode round the hill, out of 
sight; but one of them appeared suddenly from l^ehind 
the hill, and discharging his blunderbuss at me, fled at 
full gallop with his companions, and disappeared among 
the hills. 

We hurried iis quickly iis our horses could tiike us to the 
spot from which the shot had come ; but the four horse- 
men were already a quarter of a mile away, and going at 
a tremendous pace. My companion dismounted and eont 
half a dozen bullets after them, but the distance was too 
great for effective shooting. lie was veiy vexed that we 
had let them off, especially when he knew that I had been 
hit. 

I had had a marvellous escape. A perfect storm of 
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slugs and jjcllcts seemed to have swept me nnd vay mare. 
The gun tired wiw a short, wide-mtrnth hUtnderbuss, suoh 
as several of our four escort carried. Such guns are charged 
with a qtiiirter of a pound of ^>owder and a jx>und and a 
half of jjijUetA, slugs, nails, bitti of iron, and itplit buUeU. 
It is a m<j>t d( "" irowd. 

The repoi't of oud, and the cUiichatge 

tore up ilie grouim roiii it seemed to sweep mv 

mare almost off her feet. d received only a few- 

scratches. I was not quite so iinate. I had a slight 

wound in the left hand, and l in the breast. One of 
the pellets that struck my bi-easi bad passed through a 
tliick part of my Norfolk jacket, and, being spent, only 
pnnctmlfd lit'iiealh tlie skin, and 1 \va.s able tn remote it 
Willi i;iy |icnknife- The oilier buried itself out of sight in 
my left brcitst. It did not bleud ninuh externally. It was 
painful at tinio.-!, but I did not. lake any measures to have 
it extracted, and al'lcr a l;i])sc of thirteen yeai-s it grew 
out and Wiis u'Tiioved without pain. It proved to be a 
little diop of lead, about tlio size of No. 1 shot. 

This aflventure wan all over in less time than it takes 
to read tlie account of it. and we continued our journey 
in the increasing beat, and alighted at the new school in 
Karyetein at eleven o'clock, liaving ridden the whole dis- 
tance from Palmym in a little over twelve hours, including 
iiiteiruptions. 

My Hint care on reaching Karyetein was to have my 
mare «]K)nged down with soap and tepid water, and her 
back well washed with native wine. Then she was rubbed 
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with a flannel cloth till she was perfectly dry, and her 
hoofs were anointed with olive oil. All this time she was 
feeding from her nose-bag, and gently moving about. By 
one o'clock we were ready to continue our journey ; but 
it soon became apparent that I must continue it alone, for 
my friend and his steed were both thoroughly exhausted. 
I suggested that it would be a kind act for him to wait 
and escort the ladies past danger, during the remainder 
of the journey, and my friend acquiesced; and so, after 
the formidable formalities of leave-taking, the sheikhs and 
local functionaries, mounted on horses with gay trappings, 
accompanied me as I cantered out of Karyetein, at four 
minutes past one on Friday. 

For the first hour I met several parties of mounted 
travellers, but in the baking heat we scarcely exchanged 
words. On the hill-sides there were flocks of goats, with 
tinkling bells, and here and there foul vultures were 
engaged in gorging themselves on the carrion of animals 
that had fallen by the way. A few pin-tailed grouse flew 
out of our way, and here and there I saw Peraian larks ; 
but the way became fearfully dreary, and as monotonous 
as the Pacific Ocean. Sometimes I felt as if I were dere- 
lict in the middle of a vast sea. There was no trace of 
human beings, or indeed of any beings, and no help could 
have come to me from man, had I needed help. 

At four o'clock I met a wild-looking caravan of about 
fifty camels. Far down the plain before me I had seen 
them resting during the fierce heat, but they met me in 
motion about a mile and a half from their resting-place. 
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They had with them some women iiiid cliildren. but tlie^ 
were a. most filthy, cu(>tliroat-looking party. I saluted 
them, but they scowled at me and did not return my salu- 



tatioii. We pass 
received. 

When I apf 
saw a striking 
prey. The si 
dying or dead 
there was not a 
But soon a vnltu 
that it did not sec 



:d, however, without damage given or 



iting-plaee of the caravan, I 
the eagles gathering to their 
; ,...i'ty hat! left behind them a 
It was a briglit Syrian day, and 
R on the sky fiom horizon to horizon. 
..ppeared, so liigh up in the blue vault 
Q bigger than a lark, Wiiether guided 
by scent or by siglit, it came without dchiy, ;ind with un- 
erring |)reeision steered its L'iiin*se to the dead camel. A 
veritable bolt from the blue, it drop|>ed on its victim. 

But the fc;ist was not to bv a sulitiiry affair. Soon the 
air bt'camc tillcii with viiltines, sfi-eaming and hastening 
to their prey, ami, foul in talon and red in beak, they 
greedily sellled mi llicir victim. I allowed my mare to 
walk while watching the guests assemliling, and when I 
piissed the moetiiig-iilaoe the great bii'ds were feeding as 
eagerly iv.s if they bail been at the Lord Mayor's banquet 
or a Corporation iliinier. 

It was pleasant to reflect during the i-emainder of the 
jimrney. when I saw vultuivs watching me from the cliffs, 
that a fatal accident to either myself or mare would not 
pass uriappreeiuteil. In fact, the vultures of the desert are 
as eaj;er to take iulvanfaffc nf a ]iassing misfortune or 
calamity,aK are the vultures and sharks in civilized society. 
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And have they not their uses, in helping kindly nature to 
bury dead things out of sight? 

In another hour I passed the foundation of a ruin, near 
which we had an interesting adventure, a few days before, 
on our way to Palmyra. Our ladies were riding about a 
mile ahead. We were all fresh, and ready for any adven- 
tures that might turn up. 

Suddenly we saw our ladies leave the beaten track, and 
gallop off to the left into the desert at a splendid pace, 
with a tally-ho ! We all put spurs to our hoi*ses and gal- 
loped furiously after them. The ladies stopped shyly at 
a little hollow, beside something that seemed to be moving. 
When we arrived we saw a sad object, not, however, want- 
ing in a comic element. 

Our ladies had actually discovered a naked man. He 
was a soldier, and had been carrying a government mes- 
sage from Jerud to Karyetein ; but some Bedawtn had 
taken his arms, mule, and clothes, and left him like 
Adam in innocence, before he. l>e thought him of the fig- 
leaves. 

What were we to do with this derelict waif of human- 
ity? It was suggested that the ladies who had found him 
should cast lots for him; but it was a matter for something 
beyond jesting. Our native escort was disposed to leave 
him where he was, to feed the vultures, a score of which 
were soaring around. 

Fortunately I had taken a waterproof coat with me, 
which I was not likely to require, and it served him for a 
complete suit. I happened also to have taken a half loaf 
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ill my pocket, at luiiuheoii time, to feed my aiare wiibi 
when walking beside her, as was my wont. 

The ix)or fellow was weak with hunger, and unable toJ 
walk; but, clothed in my waterproof, with my mare's I 
luncheon in his band, he was hoisted on to one of theJ 
baggage mules, and canied into Karyetein. His grati- 1 
tude knew uo bounds, but our sense of satisfaction at 1 
acting the Giiod Samaritan was an exceeding great 1 
reward. We received no olBciiil ibauks for rescuing | 
the soldier. 





CHAPTER XX. 



CANTERING down the dieaiy plain, towards Jerild, I 
came in sight of two horaenieii who were riding 
before me. As I was going nmch faster and' steadier 
tliau they, I gained rapidly on them, and at last over- 
took them. They were splendid-looking fellows, well 
mounted and well armed. They cariied, in addition 
to their speara, and daggers, and liorse-pistols, the 
(lahboux, which was the weapon I feared most in Syria. 
The dabbous of Arabia corresponds to the genuine shil- 
lelah of Iieland. Its gi-owth is watched over for years- 
Bi-anches are removed, leaving the single stem, and 
wlien tile root has become large and hnlbouH, the sap- 
ling is taken up, seasoned, and dre.ssed. Then steel 
spikes are driven into it, and the heads, which stand 
out, are filed to rough, angular points. 

The ilabboits is a much more powerful and deadly 
weapon than the shillelah. I cannot say that I ever 
feared the firearms of the Arabi. Tliey always seemed 
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to be Bimc formitiEiUe V\ Irieiui than to foe. And the 
spear, Qotwitb»Uudiiig all tlmt hiis been siiiil in its 
praise, ia an uuwieldy ami ineffective iutii. Hut tlie 
dabbout is 11 luthal wt'upou, und one blow of it is sufli- 
cient fjr either man or hnrae. 

Tmviillers Im to pass each other in 

the deseil, with and ao I attempted to 

give a wide berti n their right : but tliey 

circled round to i „. . -awing up their horses 

in front of ine, so an to l ly way. one of them 

shouted tu me, with a voitje oi lomiuand, " Shallih, ya 
i'raiyi.'" ("Strip, O FmiiW!") 

In tlio dcscrU as I have nlruady said, no hiw is i-eno^- 
iiized hut th^it of the strong arm and keen blade, and 
opportunity is often the ociMsion of violence. The 
Aralw will not entov into a eontc-st lightly, unless the 
ehanccs aic ^'reatly in their favonr; but being two to 
one, and foiliticil with all the orthodox weapons of their 
calling, they thought they m;uv a tine opportunity for 
transferring to themselves my mare, my clothes, and my 
arms, with pocketfuls of money besides. 

I knew well what " HhallUt " meant. A party of 
Aiiiln had, on one occasion, surprised my colleague, Dr. 
Crawford, of Damascus, at a well in the desert. They 
screamed "Slialli'li" at him and his companions. The 
eoui])anions who .showed signs of resistance wei-e knocked 
over with speai-s, and then they peeled off every stitch 
and slii-cd of garment that they wore, and humbly handed 
all to the I'obbei-s. Dr. Crawford would not strip ; hut 
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his naked companions, seeing that the Arabs were going 
to kill him, removed all his garments, as he stood pas- 
sive and motionless — even his boots and socks — and 
handed all over to the lords of the desert. He pleaded 
for his hat, as the heat was fierce, and it was of no use 
to them; but they ran their speai's into it, and tore it 
into small fragments. 

*' Shallih ! " shouted again one of my would-be despoilers, 
the words hissing from between his white teeth a.s we sat 
on our steeds staring at each other. 

Keeping my linger on the trigger, and my eye on the 
robbers, I said, very slowly and calmly : " You are both 
absolutely in my power. I can fire twenty shots with 
this gun, and six with this revolver, before you have 
time to lift a hand. Ask pardon from God, and plant 
your speai-s instantly in the ground, and I will spare 
vou." 

There was a space of ten or fifteen yards between us. 
I lifted my gun, and my mare, thinking 1 was going to 
fire, stood steady as a rock. Instantly both men stuck 
their speai's into the ground, and, lea[)iiig off their hoi-ses, 
\\\\\ towards me ivs if to kiss my hand or stirrups, 

'* Stand back," 1 shouted ; ** leave your rusty old daggers 
and pistols with your spears, picket your hoi-ses, and come 
and eat with me." 

On several critical occasions in Syria, botli when alone, 
and in company with others, I succeeded in averting 
bloodshed by an assumption of authority. The two 
would-be robbers did as they were told, and then followed 



uie to n hilluuk, two limidreil yartiU Qn 
horses. I spieiul nut my biscuits, dfttes, I 
we all three sat down to the frugal 1 
dried olives anil suited platachios to 
handed me sotuu uf the iiiiLUcd pistachios, ■ 
I hud put otic into uiy mouth, they said u 
and tlien they proceeded to kiss ray I 
[jerfectly safe with them, and proceeded fl 
mj'stery of my arma, telling them how ( 
I had not been obliged to slay them. 

One of them said, " Are you a FianH 
replied, " I am an Inglizi." 

"Ah," said he, "you are ruled by a i 
caliiro, iind drink Immdy." 

1 responded: "My people never • S/iiilliM 
diny ijf anutlier, nr sliow their Uicks to a foaj 
16 not their own. They make calico, and bdj 
cultivate lite ground, and live in peace j 
Some of them, I added, are not Chiiati 
get dniuk and make otbei-s drnnk, and t^ 
the weak, and either Hee to other countr 
up in prisons." 

"Are you," he asked, "one of the Nazi 
ship images iiud saints?" 

" No,"' I said ; " I iini ;i Christian. \Ve| 
only, and if you rome to my church in 
will see no pictures and liear no mention of 

" Do you believe in Muhannned?" he ask 

•■ Ve;i," I said; "I believe in iluhamme< 
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Arab. He slaughtered the idolatrous Nazarites who had 
departed from the pure and holy religion of Jesus Christ ; 
but he was a gross, cruel, and licentious Bedawi." 

''Our law,'' said the robbers, '••permits us to take by 
forte from a hostile tribe, from the peo^Je of a village, 
from a desert caravan, and from a traveller like youraelf. 
It is lawful spoil, not theft, is it not? " 

I said : "• Your law is cowardly, and cruel, and cannot 
have the approval of God, whatever Muhammed may have 
thought. It permits you to rob the weak. Christ's law 
is, ' Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself,' and he 
enjoins on all his followers to do to others what they 
would wish others to do to them." 

" W'AUah, is that so? " ejaculated both at the same time. 
'' We have heard that two great princes contend in your 
country for the mastery. Prince Kladstone wants to 
make all the Turks Nazarites, and the Jew prince wants 
to make all the Nazarites Turks. Is it so?" 

I tried to explain that Christians were never made by 
the sword, iis Muhammedans had been, but by love, faith, 
and voluntiiry sun'ender ; and then, giving to one the 
Ciosi)el of St. John in Arabic, and to the other the Gospel 
of St. Matthew, and exacting from both a promise that 
they would read the portions, I remounted my mare and 
galloped off. 

Long afterwards, one of the two recognized me in 
Hamah when I was travelling with Subhi Pasha. He 
attached himself to me with the most dog-like fidelity, 
and it was he who procured for me the gypsum by which 
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neai'. Tlic sun was sinking behind the western mountains, 
and after it disappeared tlie brief but glowing twilight 
faded into darkness : a cold wind swept across our path; 
but my iniue went lorwarit witli the steadiness and untir- 
ing eiu'Lfry of a Htciini-eiigiiie. Siieli is blood. 

I became very sleepy, and sle[it fur hours in the saddle, 
but iietasioniilly I \^as siidilenly brought to consciousness 
by my marc stumbling into tlie holes of the Jeihoas, 

That was the longest nigbt I ever remember, but the 
dawn came at last, and tbc sweet and beautiful plain of 
Damascus was in view, and in it all tiie trees of the forest 
and the garden blended tlieir many sbades of colour, and 
extended for many a mile, and held the desert at bay. 
And the great pearly domes and graceful minarets rose 
fi-oni nut the ocean of emerald green that surged ai-ound 
and over the city, and Heiinon. grand in its snowy shroud. 
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gleamed beyond. And along the dusty tracks, beneath 
spreading walnuts, and past tiinibling eascades, we lield on 
our way. and entered the city aa the auii touched the snowy 
crest of Hermon, and the criers from the niiuarets sum- 
moned the faithful to prayers. 




ADVENTURES AMONG THE RUINS OF 

BASHAN. 



CHAPTER XXL 

I HAD made complete preparation for a thorough inspec- 
tion of the ruins of Bashan, and for becoming acquainted 
with their inhabitants. I had undertaken several prelimi- 
nary visita, and had gained the confidence and friendship 
of most of the sheikhs and spiiitual chiefs of the Druzes. 
With my colleague, the late Rev. J. O. Scott, I had formed 
projects for occupying the whole of that interesting dis- 
trict with a network of schools, which should receive our 
constant surveillance. Circumstances prevented this plan 
being carried out. 

I resolved, however, to go and offer the Scriptures to 
every individual in all that region. The Revl Prof. Andrew 
Harper, then an Australian student, who had completed 
his studies in Scotland for the ministry, and who was 
giving a few months to the study of Oriental languages in 

Damascus, previous to his return to hLs own land, eagerly 
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entered into my pi-oject, aiitl zealously assi»t43(I imu ifi rough- 
out. The Britisli and Foreign Bible Society pliiced a 
colporteur ;it our disposal, leavijig- me to choose the man. 
I chose Khaltl Dawoud, a member of our church in Rii- 
sheiya, w!inni we had formerly employed as colporteur 
at the t!\[)ei iety. 

Whei] we ■ we made the acqunintAtice 

of a pU'awaiii men, who wer« travelling 

for the purpo! j j « ds, and for other similarly 

cogent reasons. We all ag to start on the following 

morning, and cross the "1 of forays" together, to 

Rur&k ; but their master the diiigoman determined other- 
wise, fbaiing the length and danger of the way. The 
next ninriniijij we waited for our new companions till an 
biiiir past the appointed liniL', and then started alone. As 
soon as tiic ili;if;iinian perciiived that we were gone, he 
bi-ought his parly tu my bousi' tii assure them of the fact 
also, and then lakitig tlii'iii a iVw lunn-s out of the city, 
encamped them for the iiij^ht by a miasma swamp. 

We left 21 Sti'aight Street on tlie 4th of April, about 
half-piist ten o'ldoek a.m. As we passed along the street 
eastwaul, we enconnteR'd a string of camels entering 
the city, lailen with olive-wood for fuel- The husband- 
man during the fruit season marks the trees that are 
unfruitful, gives them special attention and cultivation, 
and if lliey still continue to "cumber tbe gi'ound," they 
are eut down, and carried into the city on tbe backs of 
animals, and sobl liy weight as liro-woud. 

It is not pleasant meeting a row of camels with these 
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crushing loads. Their ciishioiiecl feet iiuikc no noise on 
the pavement, and they swing so in the narrow streets 
that there is always some dexterity recjuired to evade 
thoni. They are conducted along, often without halter 
or l)ri(lle, and as they are exceedingly timorous, they 
dart and jerk about in the most unexpected manner, like 
huge uncouth birds. 

Camels are very subject to panic. In the desert, a 
whole caravan of them will sometimes scamper off over 
the plain, in the wildest manner, like a flock of startled 
birds, and are only overtaken twenty or thirty miles off. 
A camel panic is a fearful event in the city. They 
rush along the narrow streets wildly, and nothing in 
their path need hope to live. The cry "The camels 
are coming!'' precedes them, and the people rush into 
their shops and houses. The torrent of camels sweeps 
along till one slips and falls. The next in succession 
falls upon it, and so on till the last, when the street is 
one throbbing mass of living camel. 

Here and there on the right we see sides of columns 
peeping out of the mud walls. These are the remains 
of the north side of the double colonnade that stretched 
for a mile down the two sides of the Roman via recta^ 
and made '^ the street called Straight," in the days of 
Paul, a splendid thoroughfare, unsurpassed in the mag- 
nificent capitals of modern Europe. We passed out of 
the city by Bab es-Shurky (eastern gate), through one 
of the Roman side arches. The great central arch is 
broken down, and filled up with bits of columns and 

9 
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blocks of HiiTiian niiiainiy. The other sulo nr«Ii i« 
tire and filled up. Throiigli this pftUj KUhUcI, "ihcsworf 
of the Lord," entered by treachery in a.d. fi34. and 
filled the adjoining streets with Christian blond ; and 
near this, in 1148, the Crusaders, under B^Udwin III,. 
made their last n fttlL-uipt to niiptura 

city. 

The Crusadei \exir-(ie-lh on jv stone 

side the eastern gj y scattered roins in tbe 

ditch, where they are soi iies picked up, but they 
left no other memorial at lascus. 

As we looked down the w i, in wliich we reco|*iiized 
pieces of the Roman period, we saw houses on the ram- 
parts, and windowfi oveilianging the ditch. From such 
a place was Pnul let down on tliu night of his memo- 
rable escape from Dama^ciis. 

Onr road lay tlii'cmt;h thf native Christian cemetery. 
It is a horrible iK-ld of dualh. M.iiiy of the vaults are 
wide open, taintiut,' the air for mili's around, and atti'act- 
ing the dogn and other wild animals from afar.' 

Among these vaults is an olilong building arched over 
with a slight curve at the top, and with a little air- 
bole in the end. Into this were gathered the fmgments 
of some seven thousand Christians murdered iu 1860. 

'TliP iU'n]>k' believe Hint llic rin'iil decniiipusitiEUi nf "llie body in. 
dicfttcs a liftppy hiale of llie siml, and il is a caiisp of great grief 
and KrnniUI to llie frloiiils uf any one slioiiKI his body be found after 
the lapse of a year iiol suffiiNontly (ieroinpoMCil. Probably it is to 
prevent siicli a calamity tbat llic ccriU'tcry U li'ft unwatelicd, and 
the bodies uiicuflined. a prey In wild beaslii. 
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When the order was given to stop the massacre, all 
the pieces of the mutilated Christians that the dogs had 
left were deposited in this mausoleum. There is an Arabic 
inscription on the soft limestone in the wall, now much 
defaced ; but on my fii-st visit to the place, eight years 
before, I copied it. It is in rhyme, and runs thus, literally 
translated : — 

"This is what the ]>eople of Sheui (Damascus) have done unto us. 
O Lord, let not justice be lost uuto us ! " 

In this we recognize the old Miltonic spirit expressed in 
tlie lines : — 

" Avenge, Lord, thy slaughtered saints ! " 

On the other side of the way the ground is strewed with 
long, wedge-like stones, covered with Hebrew inscriptions 
dating back several centuries. This wiis the burying-ground 
of the Karaite Jews, who have long since disappeared from 
Damascus. 

In the corner of this large Jewish cemetery stands the 
neat little Protestant burying-ground. In the matter of 
burying the dead the Protestants have given an example 
of a more excellent way. The Protestant cemetery is sur- 
rounded by a high wall, overhung by fragi-ant walnuts. 
The ground is marked off for graves by rows of shady 
'Pride of India,' and bordered by damask roses. All 
further attempts at ornamentation have been frustrated. 
Yew-trees, those '' constant mourners of the dead,*' were 
planted, but they were soon carried off. The well that 
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was sunk for the inigatioii of shrubs and flnwunt was 
destroyt-Hl. Tbe oraamoiitjil gravostones were broken, 
&u(l the nun-ornamental were stolen aud sold. 

Ill the midst of the chaos of neglected open gi-avoyart 
A closed sukstantial door it) a mark for fanatics, and » 
cemetery door ia thickly pi red with shot and slugs, aoi 
blue bullet marks appear on the stoiieu at each side, show 
itig fanaticism iu excess of skill; and sometimes tiie giitf 
used to be smashed in several times in one year. 

To that little cemetery the mission and consular familiaa 
have made lai'ge contributions, giving sad proof of the 
unhealthy climate of Damascus. In one row. side by side, 
lie eight of the missionaries' chilrlren. Near them is the 
grave of the Kev, J. Orr Scott's beautiful young bride ; 
hut he, though due to Damascus, liea far from her he loved 
so well, in the biiv, red sand of Suez. The Rev. J. Fi-azer 
and wife in deiith are not divided. And there is here the 
grave of William llaninets, ait Kitglish mechanic and man 
of <"od, who was brought to Diinuiscus by an Ai-ab com- 
pany to set up machinery, and lodged in a feverish sty, 
till he died. 

Ami here lies Buckle, who, with much pretentious schol- 
arship, erected a literary |iyramid with its base upwai-ds, 
and i-eceived the lust kind offices fi-om the people whom 
he liad lalmiircd hard to misrepresent, by means of his 
wundrous stores of secoiid-liand learning, and by all the 
ai't.s of a fascinating style. 

Hy the side of this niaii of lelturs. spoiled cliiefly by the 
adulation of women, lies the unfortunate Countess Teleky-, 
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in accordance with a wish she had often expressed, even 
before her visit to Damascus. 

At a short distance from these rests one of a diffei*ent 
type, — William Broomfield, F.R.S., the kindly Christian 
gentleman and profound scientific scholar, whose memory 
is green in the love and esteem of all who knew him. 

And here also lies the beautiful and cultured Lady 
Ellenborough, known .at Damascus as "The Honourable 
Mrs. Digby el-Misemb," who lost her way in London in 
the seething slough of fashionable society, and after a 
wild, passionate, and reckless career, closed her days in 
peace, as the wife of a Bedawi sheikh, and died in the 
Christian faith, " in sure and certain hope of a blessed 
resurrection." 

We were now fairly on our way — colporteur, cook, and 
two muleteers — when the colporteur, seated between his 
two boxes on his little horse, dashed past us like a bolt, 
disappearing in a cloud of dust, which streamed behind him 
like the smoke of a milway^ train. '" Bravo !" shouted the 
muleteei's ; but it was not a case for bravo, as the race was 
entirely involuntary on the part of -the rider. He soon 
appeared again, shooting ofif at a tangent in another direc- 
tion, and presently, with a general crash, the horse disen- 
gaged himself from rider and boxes, and then turned round 
in the most gallant manner to learn the result. 

We rode up, fearing the worst ; but as Dawoud had only 
fallen on his head, there was no harm done. A leathern 
water-bottle, however, had got crushed in the fall, and 
its precious contents. Scripture type of the evanescence 
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of life, was sj)ille(l upon the ground, and could uot be ' 
gathered. 

The gardens and nrchardti through which we now passed 
were verj' beautiful. The light-green apricots, and dark- 
green walnuts, and nilvery, evergreen olives, ititerspersed 
here and there with red-brown pomegranates and white- 
stemmed jii^plars. quivered in the bright spring nioining. 
each leaf catching from its neighbour sunlieanis, and each 
flinging biicli to each burnished diamonds; imd beneath 
the trees was the broad, level carpet of green, fresh corn ; 
and Hernmn. in his glittering shroud, ever and anon shone 
like burnished silver thmngli the vistas formed by the 
arching biiinchcs. In fmnt. at a dislnncc of seven or fi^ht 
mile.i, the -sonibie wnll of the ljl;u*k iiioiiiitain seemed to 
cross our path, each ravine fluodt'd with wondious tints, 
from roseate and pale violet to deepest iiidigo. 

In about an hour we passed the Mnslem village ISabila, 
with its dome and minaret and saint's toml>. Bv the 
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and towns, and gave to the whole a wonderful appefirance 
of reality. I never passed that way without seeing the 
mirage in one form or another, but always wonderful. 

I^eaving the cultivated ground, we entered on a part of 
the plain where the grass grew deep and thick as in an 
Irish meadow. Large flocks of cattle and camels were 
browsing about, and innumerable swarms of sheep and 
goats covered the face of the whole district. After this 
the ground was thickly covered with scented southern- 
wood, the little shrubs being about a foot and a half high, 
through which our hoi*ses had to pick their steps. Here 
numerous storks, called by the Arabs ''the father of luck," 
stepped out of our way in a stately, dignified manner, and 
eyed us with curiosity from a distance of twenty yards, as 
we ixissed. 

We struck the basaltic formation at one o'clock, and in 
lialf an hour more, having passed through a ruin on the 
eastern spur of Jebel el-Aswad, we alighted for lunch in 
a little grove of poplars at Nejha. Nejha wjis the last 
village in the Damascus plain on our road. It was built 
on a rising ground, and contained about eight houses and 
forty souls, all Moslems. A duct, led ofif from the 'Awaj, 
supplied it with a little dirty water. The men had an 
evil look, and two of them, with long guns and heavy 
bludgeons, were very anxious to take us in charge; but we 
disliked their looks, and declined their escort — of course 
with great civility, explaining to them the nature of our 
guns, which blazed awfiy at the rate of thirty shots a 
minute, rendering guaixl or escort unnecessarv. 
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The women hiul a gijjsy ajjpeaiiiiice. One blue calico 
shirt, closely fitting nt ihe neck, and extendiug to their 
toes, was their only gui-ineut. A souty-luuking cloth was 
wmpped niinul their heiuls, leaving the cmwus, that never 
felt a ccimh, hare, aud ^leimitting the hair to liaag down 
their hacks in ui i. Thty wore an ornament 

stuck in iheir ni. >nd all had hraoelet^ of glass or brass. 
Their tawny fai were horribly tattooed, from the lips 
down, and they had bliarp, quick, restless eyes, such as are 
seen in conOrmed pickpoi;ket«; hut they had the most 
lovely teeth, perfect in form, and white as the purest 
ivory. Unlike village women generally, they were aa 
fanatical a« their sisters in Damascus, and we could not 
get from them a pleasant look or word. 

The village coutaina no ancient ruins, but it h;j3 two 
Latin inscriptions on an inverted column in the little 
mosque. They contain the names of Diocletianus and 
Maximianns, Constaiitinus, Constantius, and Constans. 
The column may have been brought from a distance. 

A few minutes after leaving Nejha we reached a broken 
bridge over the almost dry bed of the 'Awaj. This river 
has its origin in the spi'ings of llermon, passes Kefr 
Howar and Sasa, and flows Into the llejany marsh. It 
is very tortuous in its windhigs, and hence is called 
'Awaj. namely, "the crooked." For several years this 
river lias I)een called by travellers the I'hariiar, and has 
found its way into modern maps under that name, with- 
out, )V8 far as 1 can asceitiiin, a single claiLu, higieal or 
arc hujo logical, to be so honoured. 
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"Are not Abaiia and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, 
better than all the waters of Israel ? " The language of 
Naaman, the Syrian captain, was, no doubt, a jealous 
burst of patriotic indignation ; but the great general 
would not have made himself ridiculous in the eyes of 
his followers by ranking the brook 'Awaj higher than 
the river Jordan, or by declaring that it was a river in 
which he could bathe at all. Nor would he have called 
it a river of Damascus, seeing that it is distant from the 
city a ride of three hours, and interposes between itself 
and the plain of Damascus the whole range of the Jebel 
el-Aswad. On the other hand, the meanest follower in 
the Syrian's train would have endorsed his leader's boast, 
as would every Damascene in the city to-day, that the 
Abana and Pharpar were better than all the waters of 
Israel. 

In riding through that heated land I was never able 
to resist the temptation of a cold bath, when one offered ; 
but after two attempts to bathe in the 'Awaj, I can safely 
say that it« watera have now no attraction for me. On 
my first attempt I lay down on the pebbly bed of the 
river, held to the bottom by my nails, and let the water 
and sand run over me. I came out of the turgid stream 
as if I had been whitewashed. On my second attempt 
I plunged into what seemed to me a considerable pool, 
and found myself up to the knees in mud, surrounded by 
toitoises and frogs and leeches. If Naaman meant the 
'Awaj when he declared the Syrian waters superior to 
those of Palestine, he was certainly open to experience. 
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The rivent of Damascus are its one greut and abidiugj 
eliarm, and every Damnaceiie loves them piissioiiately. j 
The IJarailii is split up iiiUi different channels, severall 
miles above the city, and these all flow through Danias^l 
cus, bearing different names as rivei-s, and are supposed 1 




^vaUir is most prized is called the Abanias (doubtless tht 
Abana), and passes through what was once a fashionablffl 
suburb, the " Southern Went Eiid " of Damascus, oveff 
hanging the green merj. Another river of Damascunl 
passes through what was the northern West End suburb! 
of the city, until Tamerlane destroved it. It is now called J 
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the river Taura, which name we find in an old Arabic 
version of the Bible instead of Pharpar; and Benjamin 
of Tudela identified the Taura with the Pharpar. 

The " VVady Barbar," said to be at the source of the 
'Awaj, and which was supposed to contain in its name the 
word Pharpar, is now known to have no existence ; and as 
there are at Damascus a number of rivers,^ known by dis- 
tinct and different names, there need be no question that 
the same rivers with various names flowed through the 
city in the days of Naaraan and Elisha. 

And there is no reason to doubt that the great Dama- 
scene mentioned in his haughty boast the two rivers he 
had most enjoyed. And if the various rivers of the 
Syrian capital now sparkle in fifty-eight public baths 
during the decadence of the city, who will doubt that the 
same sparkling waters were as extensively used for pur- 
poses of luxury in the palmy days of the Ben Hadad 
dynasty ? Nor is it for a moment to be supposed that the 
great Syrian leader, who knew the refreshing charms of 
the Damascus rivers, would mention as on a parity with 
one of them the brawling little 'Awaj. 

J Nahr (river) Taura, Nahr Abaiiias, Nahr Kanawftt, Nahr Yazid, Nahr 
Harada, Nahr Deirany, Nahr Akrabany. Each is called a river. 




< \p xir. 

A S we cmssed the river 'A into a rich loamy plain 
**■ beyond, we caine up witli .. caravan of mules and 

donkeys ladi-n with j;irs, on their way to the Hauran. 
The men nislieti toivurds us as we approaclied and made 
an attempt to l;iss our feet and stirrups ; and then 
followed a little torrent of jerked-out ejacnlatiouR, along 
with wIhi.-1i llie iiands were lield iij) to heaven, thanking 
God f()r sending us to he llieir proleeloi-M, 

One of our servants sliouted out, -'(iod is great," the 
usual solace for all difliciilties. and we were in the act of 
riding on past them, when they appealed to us so pite- 
ously that we had not the heart to leave them. Thev 
pointed to their little donkeys, and their fragile burdens. 
and tohl us liow many mishaps they had had on that same 
road, on their way to Huiiik. They assured us that the 
Anilw would without douht sweep down npon them from 
liehiud some hill, if we left them. " And. oh ! my lord, we 
have only _v<iii and Alhili to trust in." Their itppeal was 
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successful, and we lingered with them, much against our 
will. 

They had been waiting for us all the morning, as our 
muleteers, who were their friends, had informed them of 
the strong escort that our travelling companions would 
have, so they had ventured to come the nearer but more 
dangerous way in hopes of being protected. 

Our route lay over a high stony table-land, with hills to 
right and left. As we proceeded we met an almost naked 
shepherd, walking towards Damascus, followed by his 
sheep, from which our potters first inferred that the 
country was safe, as a shepherd and sheep could move 
through it unmolested ; and secondly that there was great 
dangei", as the shepherd was only coming from some tribe 
in the vicinity. 

A deputation of potters now approached us, headed by 
their most eloquent spokesman, who by the most fierce 
and extravagant tales, in which they or their ancestors 
had put to flight or slaughtered hosts of Bedawin, en- 
deavoured to arouse our valour, or at least to prevent it 
from '* oozing out at our finger ends." When I hinted to 
them that my mare was very timorous, and very fleet, and 
would, no doubt, bolt at the fii-st sight of the Arabs, but 
expressed the hope that from their hereditary proficiency 
ill the art of disposing of their enemies, they would never 
miss me, they suddenly changed their tone, and told how 
they and their ancestors had been " killed " by the Arabs 
without any power of retaliation.^ 

1 An Arab always speaks of a beating as a killing. ** I ate a killing" 
is a very common phrase. r 
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Of course every eecoiid word was punctuated wittf 
an oath. Ttio siiirit of " bmg " luid now seized our j>arly, 
and they boiisted and swaggered, and hurled great stones 
feebly at the heiids of imaginary liedawtn. and kept 
up a regular fusillade from their one gun; but they 
would have ci ir earthen pote, befoi-e auy 

seriouB blow. anstrated with them that 

their tumultuii were calculated to attiTict 

the enemy, they at the Arabs would know 

from their firing that ik. e armed, and should they 

see ua with them, they v , take us for their armed 
escort. Thus what seemed ti us folly was only strategy 
in their eyea. 

Following some partridges on a ridge to the left, I 
found that tliere were artificial hollows in the ground, a 
few hundred yards from our i>ath, in which a large number 
of Ambs might lie concealed, and pounce almost instanta- 
neously on pasBCi-s-by. Such a discovery suggested watch- 
fulness and preparedness, esi>ecially as wo were on one 
of the paths most frequented by the Arabs. My faith, 
however, in Bedawt attacks hud been gi'owing weaker 
and weaker for eight years, till 1 had almost become a 
confirmed sceptic. I knew that they seldom make a 
serious attack unless the odds are tremendously in their 
favour. 

The most conspicuous object in view for a long time 
was a solitary tree, high up on the side of a bill to the 
right ill front. The hill was called Ahu A7('(/«n((, "the 
father of one tree." This part of the desert was ex- 
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ceedingly stony and barren, but yet it showed signs of 
former occupation, by foundations of houses, by traces 
of fields, and by stone walls stretching miles in a straight 
line over hill and plain. We passed also a place where 
water could be had, and where there wei'e numerous sheep- 
folds surrounded by circular single stone walls breast-high. 

We now reached the spot celebrated for Bedawi gazzos 
(razzias). To the left there was a high conical hill, 
called Abu Muraj, behind which the Arabs lie in wait 
and form. A trustworthy man with good sight lies on 
the top of the hill, so as to be unseen from the road, 
and, when the proper moment arrives, he starts to his 
feet, and gives the signal, whereupon the Arabs sweep 
round the base of the hill with a fiendish noise, and with 
quivering lances make their sudden flank attack on the 
passing caravan. Clearing the hill, they find a piece 
of ground admirably suited for their peculiar hostile 
operations. 

If the caravan is properly equipped and commanded, 
it forms instantly into a circular rampart, the animals 
being firmly braced the one to the other. The men who 
have guns fire away in succession as fast as they can 
over the backs of the mules and from under the bellies 
of the camels, and those who have no firelocks stand 
by their animals with clubs and stones, waiting for the 
onset at close quarters. Should the Bedawin have the 
caravan at their mercy, and no blood-feud exists to em- 
bitter their feelings, they are seldom wantonly cruel. 
They approach with such shouts as, " Surrender, and we 
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will epnre your lives. hikI \k uuntent with the half 
your loads"; "(JivQ up your giiiw, and we will li 
you your mules." 

If ail eiLsy victory is not certain, the Itodawtn, cbftry of 
their own blood, hat especially of that of theii" martji. 
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always end so bloodlessly, for t,ie district around is a coiii- 
eteiT- Here iiiid llieie -xw UiK'k mounds, when- fiiL^nd 
and foe rest heiijiuil togetlier. iis in more civilized lands, 
"after a glorious victory"; and in other places there are 
little nionnds and solitary head-stones which mark the 
MceiH' i>f insignilicant skirnii.slies and foul murders. 

W'f now dcsfendcd to tlie level plain. Here I had an 
exciting chase after a hnslard. about the size of a large 
fowl, called by tlie Aralts h'lhari. My mure was so ex- 
cited at being taken from tlie rest thiit I could not fire 
from the saddle, and so I sprang to the ground and pur- 
sued it on foot. It kujjt its distance, aliont one hundred 
and fifty yards from nie, and wlien I stn[]iH!d it stopped 
too. At last I made a iinal effort il.nvn tlie liill. and 
gained upon it till tlierewas onlyabi>ut one bnndred yard^ 
between us, when it took lo its wings, and flew aliout five 
hundred yards further, and so I was obliged to leave it. 
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The sun was sinking in the west when we reached the 
level phiin. Before us a weird-looking, dark wall crossed 
our path like a low, gloomy sea-coast. A thin strip of 
green corn seemed to be sweeping like a sea around the 
headlands and up among the creeks. And the wondrous 
Lejah (Argob of the Hebrews, Deut. iii. 4, 14; Trachonitis 
of the Greeks) lay before us, having all the features of a 
sea — a troubled sea. From no place could we have had a 
more curious view of the Lejah. The setting sun touched 
the tops of the rocks and the bushes, and in contrast with 
the black shadows they shone like the crests of waves, 
and the dark shadows appeared like the deep furrows of 
the waves. 

It was hard not to believe that the Lejah, as spread out 
before us, was a heavy sea, rolling great billows from west 
to east. The sun went down upon us as we neared the 
edge of the plain, and in tbe brief twilight we saw the 
heads of watchei's looking out upon us from the rocks. 
We rode up a tortuous path unto the edge of the Lejah, 
and pitched our tent in the dark, among the ruins of 
Buiak. 

We were surrounded by a motley crowd of muleteers 
and camel-drivers, who were waiting for the cover of the 
night to proceed to Damascus with their precious loads of 
wheat. Hearing that we had seen no Ambs on the way, 
the caravan filed off immediately. The people of Bur&k 
also gathered sullenly round, but neither helped nor hin- 
dered us. 

When I renewed my acquaintance with the sheikh, he 
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iiii(l«r..land that theii- waLur was eiitiidr 
111 Uioii>;Ii we were willing- to pav for it at 
i;onl(l imly obtain alx>uL two pints, whicli 
iiiivd up ull (Uy ill n dirty skin, having be*ii 
or eight miles on the back of a donkey. The 

11 ' * vius of a liuc that wnulJ 

iv&vxa. hut its l.-ti^te was 
th, iiDd as no niuouiit of 
ir of raw hide, we snal- 
ie incdieine. 

k proved even a greater 
ke tea; for tlioiigh ihe 



gave me 1 1 1 

exhausted : 

any price, h 

had been tn- 

carried sevt^r 

tea manuf^Ktiir ' * 

have delightod 

strongly sii.ijgL'h 

sugar would iiculr 

lowed down iKl- bitter uev* 

Our atttinpU to sleep i 
failui-e than imr attomptn 
colonists nf the place arc not lun eroiis, they have broucbt 
a very iil,i|[]il;iijt iiiid healthy supply of bliick aiKl whit-^ 
fleas with them, wliich seem to live and thrive among 
the ruins of the town, rendering sleep all but impossible. 
The lii>it man I saw, in looking out from my tent, was a 
soldier whom I ouce found in the north of Syria robbing 
some peasant-women of tiuffles that they had spent the 
day in digging. The women appealed to me, and I forced 
the soldier in a somewhat high-handed manner to return 
the stolen property. I had therefore doubts as to the 
footii>g on which I should meet the bandit; hut as soon 
as I issued from the tent, he came up and claimed me a.s 
an old friend. 

We were at once reminded that we were in the Lejah 
— "the i-efuge" — the region to which .\bsaloin fled after 
the murder of hiw brother, and the place where the 
rufhan soldier is safe, after having stabbed a shepherd 
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to the heart for defending his sheep. That roek-girt land 
has been in all ages the home of the enemy of man, and 
there are few men in the whole district whose hands 
luivt not been defiled by some foul deed. 

And never wiis land more suited to its inhabitants. 
J^lack discharges from the bowels of the earth " gloom 
the land," with a scene that might become the landscape 
of Dante's Inferno; and amid these scenes and landscapes 
lurk to-day assassins of every hue, and communities red 
from the perpetration of wholesale massacre. Nor is the 
right hand likely to forget its hideous cunning among 
these congenial scenes; for on my first visit to Burak, 
the tall son of the sheikh, then a barefooted lad, boasted 
that a few days before he had killed four Ambs with hia 
own hand, and the boast was confirmed by others with 
circumstances of time and place. 

Leaving exact measurements and architectural details to 
tlie Palestine Exploration Fund, I could not help express- 
ing disappointment with the actual ruins, especially after 
the exaggerated accounts of them which I had read. 

The style of architecture is peculiar, but not wonder- 
ful. There is little wood, but much stone, in the region, 
and as security is the great end in view in building a 
liouse in the Lejah, the people find stone much more 
suitable than wood. It is curious, no doubt, to see stone 
roofs, and stone doors and windows, on a house, but it 
cannot l)e considered wonderful that tlie people made 
their houses of the material which was most abundant 
and most suitable to their wants. 
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The penijlti of the Lejah huilt theii' hniiaes as the 
feudal Iuril» built their uastles: they eould light outside 
the Willis, retrent to their coui'ts, niul finally retiie within 
the stone keep, and sleep soundly behind the stone doora 
and shuttera. Thus the houses, though peculiar, are ex- 
actly suited to the circumstances nf the country and 
the iioeessities uf the people. 

A few of the houses are in ii suHicieiitly perfeet state 
o[ prusL-rvatiou to eiuiblo one to get u good general idoa 
of the habitations of Uashau. The walls of the housed 
are fi-oni threo to live feet thick, and from fight to 
twelve feet high, built «f sqnaiiid b:w;i!t stones well 
fitted together. Stone plank-like slabs, three or four 
yards long and about half a yard broad, are laid across 
from wall to wall, and i-est on ii projecting cornice which 
runs around the room. In some of tiie houses there are 
very massive semicircular arches, on which the roof rests. 
The doors and windows, which are generally small, ai-e of 
hlack stone. Some of the doors, however, even of private 
houses, are nearly six feet high. 

The doors are generally folding, and they are hung by 
means of pivots, which project from the doors into holes 
in the lintels and thix'shohls, Tlieyarc sometimes orna- 
mented with panels and knobs and flowers, but those 
in llurak are mostly plain, well-dressed solid slabs, from 
six to ten inches thick, A few of the houses had second 
stones, but owing to the accumulation of d6hrh the lover 
stories of some of tJie houses are almost concealed. 

As in all the villages of the Ilauran. the houses seemed 
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to stiiml on a mound of black earth, while in reality they 
are built on the foundations of houses of a more remote 
antiquity. I descended in one place a depth of sixteen 
or eighteen feet, to see some pottery lately discovered, 
and 1 found the walls at that depth formed of enormous 
undressed and unsquared stones, unlike the stones of 
the superstructure, which are smaller in size, and have 
been better prepared for the walls. 

Buiak nuist have been a town of considerable impor- 
tance in comparatively peaceful times. It was built upon 
the rugged rampart that surrounds the Lejah with its 
" munition of rocks," and was thus eivsily defended. As 
far as we penetrated the dreadful lava bed at Buiak, 
we found few signs of cultivation, though there is pas- 
turage for goats ; but there are vast arable plains that 
sweep up like a sea to the rock-girt coast on which Bur&k 
stands. 

A few Druze families who now occupy Burak cultivate 
a patch of the plain, within musket range of their houses, 
and are amply rewarded. They plough, and sow, and 
reap, with primed muskets slung from their shoulders; 
but if they were protected from the raids of the Arabs, 
thousands of men would here find a remunerative field 
for their hibour. Even in comparatively peaceful times 
a good liarvest may be gathered into the threshing-floors 
among the rocks, where the villagers can defend them- 
selves. 

Tlie position of Bur&k, on the edge of an immense 
fertile plain, must have rendered it an important town. 
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But it had other advantages. It wiis the nearest port 
to DAinascua, on the lioast of the Lujah, being the mi)«t 
northern town of that region. It also lay on the nearest 
route to liathaniyeh, or the Druze mountain, and was 
thus an eniporiuni of exports and ini^>ort». From these 
ahiding caiiaes of prosperity we should natuniUy suppofia 
that Bui&k, like Damascus, would be too tempting a 
prey to the destroyer to have many iincient buildinga 
remaining; but as Bur&k seems to have fallen early 
under the destroying bUght of Islam, and never to iiave 
recovered, the ruins are of considerable antiquity. 

There can lie little douht that moat of the houses w)iieh 
are still standing were built in early Christian times, and 
when Christianity was triumphant; for we find on all the 
best houses crosses and other Christian emblems, which 
are evidently of the same date as the buildings them- 
selves ; and some of these crosses and Christian emblems 
are to be seen on lintels of doors, which have been 
80 buried up that they are now lower than th& surface 
of the streets. Tlie Greek of the inscriptions appeai-s to 
be that of the period between the second and fifth cen- 
turies of our era. The Kutic inscriptions were evidently 
scratched on the stones in mUi. in the walls, and do not, 
I believe, mark the date of any building in Bur&k. All 
the coins and medals which I found in Burak were those 
of Constantine and his immediate successors. 

There is reason to conjecture that Bur&k is the ancient 
Constantia, whose bishop, Solemus, was present at the 
Council of Chalcedon, in the fifth centurj' (a.d. 451). 
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Hierocles places the episcopal city Constantia among the 
cities of Arabia, and by the side of Phjena, the modern 
Musnieih ; and Mr. Waddington ^ remarks that inasmuch 
as the name Flavins is found on all the inscriptions of 
Barak, it confirms the supposition that the town was 
founded or embellished by Constantine. 

Whatever may have been the apcient name of the 
town, there is no doubt that the ruins which we now 
see are on the top of ruins older still, and in the walls 
of the most ancient-looking structures we see bits of 
lintels and fragment of ornaments rifled from more 
ancient structures. 

Towards the outskirts of the town there arc rude 
houses, sometimes built over caves, and against the 
stones of these houses no tool has ever been lifted up; 
but Jis these houses are composed of material in its primi- 
tive state, it would be equally bold to predicate either 
their great antiquity or otherwise. That the town is of 
great antiquity, however, does not admit of a doubt, 
since its structures date from the time of the Roman 
occupation of England. Nor will it be doubted that 
beneath that raised mound are buried the remains of one 
of the " threescore cities " that once existed in Bashan, 
and which still exist under changed circumstances, some- 
times under different names. 

The present name of Burak signifies tank% or re%ervoir8^ 
a name which did not suggest to us that our poor horses 
would have to pass the night without water, or that we 

^ Inscriptions Grecques et L(Uine8t p. 576. 
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ourselves would imye to put up with h few cupfuls of 
greasy fluid that no tiog with miy self-respect wmiUl 
driak. NameH in this country nre geiieridly signiHcntes, 
and south-east of the town art! extensive aqueducts lend- 
ing tn a large tank or reservoir in the 8ul)urb, The 
aqueductti ai-e, of couitie, broken down and neglecte4c;j 
mid the reHervnii- wiu tilted up with stones by Ibrahimn 
Pasha, the Egyptian (of whom more anon), aa a war 
measure, when he sought in vain to bend the Druzes to 
\m will. 

Tliis barbarous oufltom of destroying the water supplies 
of ail enemy has been |.ij'n^.itised in ihis laml since Ibe 
days of Abraham (Gen. xxvi. 15). The Philistines of 
war stopped up the wells, and the innoeent and the 
guilty suffer together. And this act of impotent wrath 
on the part of the great Egyptian ]ia.s i-endered this 
village uninhabitable, except after rainy years. 

When Burekhardt and Porter visited this place, they 
found it entirely uninhabited. When 1 visited it last it con- 
tained six or seven families who liad come from Aleppo, 
under the leadership of Abu Khattar, their sheikh. For 
the first few years after their arrival thcry were compara- 
tively happy, as tliey bad only tlie Arabs to contend 
against. If tlie Aral>s came in small bands, they fought 
them, and a fight is always pojmlar ; hnt if they came in 
Lvrge immbei's, tliey gave them blackmail, known in Arabic 
by the name " brotherhooii." The government has now 
found them out, and a good deal of their time is spent 
in concealing their property and tbeii' numbers from the 
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official tax-gatherers, who are, as a rule, only legalized 
bii<i;aiuls. From force of habit, they attempted to conceal 
their numbei-s from us, but we shall not be far wrong 
in estimating the entire population at sixty souls. 

Leaving the village, we wound down over the rope- 
like lip of the Lejah, into the margin of the plain. On the 
previous year, four days later in the year, when I visited 
Burak, the whole plain was covered with a little lilac 
flower which made the air heavy with its rich perfume. 
Scarcely a blade of it was now to be seen as we passed along. 
The difference may be accounted for by the former spring 
coming after a wet winter, and the latter succeeding a dry 
winter. Swarms of Greek partridges were running over 
the rocks about us, and as we did not wish to abandon our 
servant, who wjis delayed in the village settling for the 
teapotful of dirty water that we got the night before, we 
occupied the time during our halt in knocking over a few 
partridges for dinner. We abstained, however, from kill- 
ing more than we needed. 

The process of bagging partridges in Syria is very differ- 
ent from the same operation in England. The partridge in 
Syria is a larger and stronger bird than the common part- 
ridge at home, and as game laws are unknown, the birds 
look shaiply after partridge preservation themselves. An 
old cock, with a good eye and voice, is generally stationed 
on a prominent rock, and when danger approaches he gives 
a peculiar cry of warning, and then slips down off the 
stone, and runs from the danger, and all the partridges in 
the neighbourhood follow the sentinel's example. They 
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run about as fast as a common <log, and tbe sportem 
must go at the speed of a greyhound to overtake them. 

The usual and most successful method ia to walk slowl^ 
towards the partridge till it disappears Iwhind the rockspj 
then rush with all your might to the spot where you I 
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saw it, and continue running till the bird rises. This i^ i 
does with a tremendous screech and whirr, and you mui 

fire quickly, or it is gone like a rocket. 

The natives conceal themselves about wells and spring 
and slaughter the poor bii-ds when they come to drink, a 
they sometimes employ a decoy partridge in a cage to ca] 
its free friends to their doom. 
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Those who, like us, travelled througli the wilds of Syria 
without tlie luxurious impedimenta of a dragoman, find 
these partridges, which are equally distributed over the 
country, a great source of comfort and economy, especially 
as without them we should have had to buy a whole sheep, 
and slaughter it, every time we wished to indulge in the 
luxury of a meat dinner. 

The cook sat on his mule and plucked tlie partridges as 
we went along, and on our arrival at a village at night 
they were placed in a pot with rice and water, and a stew 
was soon prepared, which was alwa3-s very palatable after 
a ride of thirty or forty miles. We soon procured our 
supply of partridges for the day, and galloped back to the 
village, to extricate our servant out of financial diflSculties. 

The statement thtit Druzes received no return for their 
hospitality sounds patriarchal in books, but is not at all 
in accord with the facts of our experience. When they 
expect to receive a revolver, or a telescope, or a pocket- 
compass, they do not permit money to be paid, lest they 

• 

should not also get the valuable instrument. And they 
are also very generous to traveller with consular recom- 
mendations, or with consular influence, but they are 
thorel)y building up a debt of obligations which they will 
take good cjire shall be cancelled by the consul. The 
Druzes, however, are the most generous and most hospi- 
table and most gentlemanly of all the inhabitants of the 
land, and I hope I shall not be detracting from their vir- 
tues when I say that we were always able to pay in full 
for everything we received in the Hauran. 
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starting on a voyage ; and the small, round stones on 
which our horses stumbled ever called to mind the 
"pebbly beach/' 

The real objects around us had all the marks of sea and 
sliore ; but, in addition, as usual, the mirage was playing 
all kinds of fantastic tricks, throwing up beautiful wooded 
beaches with castellated crests, and spreading out glassy 
seas which mirrored all the surrounding objects. 

We coasted along, keeping clear of the headlands, cross- 
ing bay after bay in succession. In several of the bays 
were little Arab encampments of live or six tents each. 
The men were awav with their flocks, and the women, who 
were hideously tattooed and frightfully dirty, were occupied 
in churning goat's-milk. The churn is a goat's skin which 
has been drawn off the goat like a stocking. All the 
openings of the skin are tied except the neck, and when 
the milk is put into the skin, the neck opening is tied too. 
A woman then gets down on her knees beside the skin 
and rolls it backwards and forwards with her hands on 
the ground, which is the churning process. She uses her 
fingers as a strainer to separate the butter from the milk, 
and she then places the butter separately in another skin. 
I have sometimes partaken of such butter, but it 
smells of camel and tastes of leather, and no one could 
look at it without sympathizing with the Yankee, who 
guessed it would be l>etter to serve the butter in one ball 
and the haii-s in another, and then he could exercise his 
discretion. 

The first time we passed this way we had a most 
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, exciting chiwe. Our piirty consisted of several oleigymvii 
and a, celebrated paintef and liU wife. I itsoendcd u 
rising gvouiid to get a view of tiic Uudscape, and just aa 
I renched the top of llie einiiteace I came face to face 
with ail armed Bedtiwi. He was a scout sent on in 
advance by a who wislied to i)ass that way, 

to see if the ree of Druze». As hoiui w 

he saw me, hi i a most frightened maouor* 

and I, not km. e might be, summoned avx 

Druze escort, and m tailed in piireult, our Ind/ 

companion among the )at- 

As long as the Beda kept his distance he niMb 
straight for his companions ; but when he fouutl we wenft 
gaining upon liim. he doubled like ii sly old jartridge 
which wishes to decoy the enemy from ita young. The 
day was bright and bracing. The ground inclined gently 
in the direction of the chase. The Arab, like the"inai^, 
stayer "' fleeing before " the avenger of blood," bent to his' 
horse's neck, paralli'l with liis spear, and seemed to fly 
ovei the plain. Tlie Drnzes, like the avengers of blood, 
thundeied along on his track. Our laity friend and her 
companioni gallojied along prnniisi'unusly in the rear, and 
thoroughly enjoyed the chase. 

Those who have seen the cxcitL-meiit of huntsmen, after 
a nUberable little hare or toK, can form some idea of the 
feelings in this wild chase, when the quarry was a son of 
Ishmacl on his own ground, and onr fellow-liunters were 
the chivalrous Dnizes, his inveterate eneniv. The Bedawi 
fled for dear life, but after a brief course lie was brought 
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to the ground. He of coui-se expected instant death at 
the licinds of the Druzes, and he seemed to bear himself, 
when we came up, as if the bitterness of death were already 
past; but his manner instantly changed when he found 
that our presence secured his safety. We kept him as 
a hostage till near night, and then sent him away happy, 
with a good backshish. 

Near the same place we came upon game of another 
kind — a large bustard and a flock of katha, or pin-tailed 
sand-grouse. This bustard was the fii-st that my com- 
panion or I had ever seen at large, and so we stalked it 
carefully from different sides. We both got within long 
range of it, but did not succeed in bringing it down. 

I have since seen the same magnificent birds in the wide 
plains bordering the Orontes. There the young chieftains 
of Hasya catch them with hawks, which seize the wing of 
the great bird and bring it to the ground. I succeeded, 
however, in getting several specimens of the katha, and I 
was the more anxious to have them, as I knew that Hassel- 
quist and others had declared they were the quails by 
which the children of Israel were miraculously fed in the 
wilderness. 

I once saw the katha migrating, and they seemed suffi- 
ciently numerous to feed all the hungry tribes of the 
desert. They swarm so thickly in the desert that the 
Arabs snare them, and knock them down with sticks, and 
sell them for one half-j^nny apiece. At Haushhoush, near 
Bora, Burckhardt declares, "The quantity of kathas is 
beyond description ; the whole plain seemed sometimes to 
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weijrlil, iiiid lietwet^n the size of a jjartiidge and a bhie 
roek pifreon. Its cilimi-s and tints were very beautiful. 
A broad IkukI of c'lie-stniit, edged with dark green, en- 
circled the breast, and the upper surface of the body 
Wiis streaked with alternate biirs of yellow and green 
and silver grey, and on the centre of tlie feathers weie 
yellow, heart-sliaped spots. Wlien flying, it shouts 
" Katlia, katha ! " from which sound it takes its Hebrew 
and Arabic name, and it takes its linglisli name, "pin- 
tiiiled," from tlie fact that the two central featliers of the 
tail are elongated about seven inches, and stand nut forked. 
We found its flesh dark and tasteless, like that of an 
old pigeon, and much infeiior to partridge. There are 
many circumstances in favour »f these tx^iiig tlie (imiils 
of Scripture, but I would suggest that the katluvs are the 
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kiitli of Scrijituve, birds striuUy unclean to the Israelites. 
The iJt'brew mime for quails is almost the mime as the 
Arabic, and they migrate through Syria in enormous 
numbers every spring. 

After a ride of two hours a niisL'd promontory stretehed 
out before ub, and on its isthmus rose niitssive, black. 
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jagged ruine. We worked our way with difficulty along 
what was once a Roman road, and entered the city Mus- 
meih, the ancient Phitiia. The moat conspicuous ruin was 






gorni stiitc of preservAtioii, and i 
Li tlie tcinple was an enormous scallops 
in the bauk side, opposite ti 
door. The coluiuiis which su 
ported the hjilf-falleii roof we 
curiously wreathed with oak dm 
let:* uear tht- top. There wv. 
iiiclie» round the walls for slii 
ues, which would, no doubt. I 
found Dagon-like, on their fane 
if the dSl>ri» were reniov^ed; an 
one still saw traces of jello' 
iind purple fi-escoes on the plaj 
tered walls. 
The spirit that seeks immortality by seribbUug on wall 
Wii3 abroad when the temple was erected. Hence, on th 
lintel of the door, and over the niches to right and left o 
tlie door, and on tlie stones of the architrave, are long am 
beautifully cut Greek inscriptions. Some of these inscrip 
lions contain forty lines, and in some of the lines there an 
over seventy letters. What a paradise for the "Dryasdusts" 
The inscriptions, however, are of great importance. 
Tlie longest is a letter from the legate to the citizen! 
touching the lodgment of soldiers and strangei's. It 
begins thus: " Julius Saturninus to the Phfeuians in th« 
nietro[H)lis of Traehon greeting." We ascertain thai 
Trachonitis, of the Teti-arcliy of Pliilip ' (Luke iii. 1), 

1 1 linve a coin of this tetmrch struck at Ciesafea - I'liiliiipl iu tLf 
twelfth year of his rcigii, and etghUi a,i>. ^^_ 
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and the modern Lejah, are one and the same, and that 
Phoena was the Roman capital of that region. From 
another inscription we got the Mate of the building, 
which was a little after the middle of the second cen- 
tury of the Christian era. 

From the date of this building we may approximate 
the dates of the other buildings. 

The palace, or residence of the legate, now tenanted 
by swarms of blue rock - pigeons, is three stories high. 
Around this are grouped the other official residences of 
the city. The style of architecture is the same in all 
the buildings: well-built walls of moderate sized stones, 
roughly dressed ; roofs of long, hewn, finely dressed stone 
slabs, closely jointed, and resting on cornices round the 
walls, and on central arches ; stone windows and doors, 
whose pivots project from above and below into lintels 
and thresholds. These buildings of Musmeih have a light, 
airy appearance seldom met with elsewhere in Bashan. 

The native part of the town is of the usual low, 
gloomy character, and the Roman structures beside them 
strike one at firat sight as being of yesterday in com- 
parison ; but then the native houses are generally built 
of the undressed old stones brought in from the lava 
beds, and the structures look as aged as the materials 
of which they are built. On the other hand, the Roman 
part of the city has a fresh and modern appearance, 
being built with stones dressed and chiselled, and fresh 
from the quarry. 

The accumulation of rubbish, however, is as deep about 
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the KiiLiiiiii Ijouses as about the native houiic», and Id must 
cases dee|>er. which woiihl seem to prove that the native 
housen »ie of more recent coiiBtiuclion. And this view 
is not iiurL'toimublo when we consider how much less 
solidly tliev me built thmi tha Roman 8tructui-es, and 



how iiiuih If 
ages. On the 
much higher 
Romsn iiouaein, — a 
sti'uctioiis of the native 
Those facta, however, 
remote antiquity of the 



kTe to enditVH the wear of 
lie native houses stand on 
imulated rubbish than the 
uh paints to many recon- 

!8. 

way go to disprove the 
it only the remote antiquity 
of its present buildings. It may be added that tliere are 
structures in the suburhs, half cave, half bouse, whidi 
might 1h! of any age. There i.s, however, little aceiinui- 
lation of rubbish about them, and they show few signs 
of oecupjition, 

Musnieili is not a comfortable place to linger in. Tall 
men, armed with long gunn, which reached a good distance, 
whether they carried far or not, followed us stealthily, and 
watched all our movements from afar. Their teeth were 
glittering white, and their black eyes had a peculiar, 
uncertain light. Their only garment was a sliirt, reach- 
ing from neck to heel, which, from colour and circum- 
stance, seems to have been born at their birth, and to 
have grown with their growth. Through this garment 
peeped lithe and brawny limbs of a dark olive colour. A 
caniel's-bair rope two or three times round llie head, and 
a broad leatliern girdle, witli knives and charms pendant. 
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completed their toilets. They were all barefooted, and 
as they were little encumbered with flesh or garments, 
they ran over the ruins like tigei-s. 

When approaching a group of ruins, you heard the 
crowd following with such a tumultuous noise, and with 
such vigour of epithets, that you supposed they were 
coming to Wows. You turned and faced them, and they 
shied back like fish in a pond, and there followed a great 
calm. As you entered the ruin you saw a form emerging 
from it at the other side, and when you paused in the 
centre to get an idea of the structure, you know that a 
score of pairs of eyes were converging upon you, as in a 
focus, from every part. 

They peeped at you from every window, from over the 
wall, in at the open doors, and down from the portions 
of the roof still remaining. When you looked at one of 
these gazers, he returned your look with furtive, pick- 
pocket glances, and soon disappeared. When you moved 
on to another position, they hurried after, noisily com- 
paring notes, and again scrambled up the walls like 
monkeys, and took up their positions as mutes. 

Everything you do is wonderful in the sight of these 
wild people. A compass is an instrument for pointing 
out the position of hid treasures. A cylinder that lets 
out and in a long measuring- line is looked upon as an 
inexplicable work of the J&n. But the greatest wonder 
of all is my Prince Pless breech-loader, which they endow 
with virtues that would make it the idol of the military 
powers of Europe. 
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Before these iiiiaophLsticated crealures, it is the cus- 
tom with Home travellers to swagger and to LiiUy an? 
of them that come in their way, and tbia uonduct some- 
times meets its reward in the bully getting' thi-nsbed ; 
for these men, though sliy and sheepish-looking, i 



cowa^d8 wlien 
wild beasts in 
I have alwi 
makes them lai 
ful manner. They ine 
own language, and a qi 
eats Ihem tlirows them 



and as they live like 
no law or governraent. 
a joke, or aoytliing that 
ir confidence in a wonder- 
■ihed to hear yoa use their 
I or a proverb which inter- 
eir guard at once, and you 



can nend them flying over the place, searching out 
inscriptions, and bringing you antiquities, in a manner 
that the Sultan liiinself could not command. 

TliL're were more penple among the ruins than on my 
former visits, owing to the supply of water holding out, 
while it was exhausted in other villages. We led our 
horses to the water at the wsst of the town, and found 
swarms of women at tlje different tanks or cisterns, draw- 
ing water. The tanks were very numerous, and seemed 
to be half cave, half well. The women were partly gipsies, 
and partly from the Arabs in the neighbourhood. They 
were lightly clothed like the men, and hoiTibly tattooed. 
They bad the white teeth of tlie wild animal, and the 
piercing glance of the basilisk. Their speech resembled 
the sharp barking of a dog, and as they drew up their 
skins of water they screamed and swore at each other like 
flends. 'I'hey were a most unlovely-looking set, who bad 
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seldom during their lives heard or uttered a kindly word, 
and who had not, so far as we could make out, one 
attractive feature ; and yet those black, buttered tresses, 
escaping down their shouldei^s from under sooty bands, 
were eagerly sought to adorn lovely brows in the saloons 
cf civilization. There was in the town a ruffian who 
watched those hideous harpies till they fell, and then, 
vulture-like, rushed upon them and tore off their hair to 
supply raven locks for the European hair-market. 

When we attempted to continue our journey south-west, 
we got inextricably lost among tortuous mazes of lava, 
and though we were in the midst of Arabs, no one would 
tell us where the path was without first receiving two 
haBhliks — over two francs. At last a woman with a rem- 
nant of the instinct of her sex, pointed in the right direc- 
tion; and after dragging our horses up and down black 
waves of rock, that rang metallic under their feet, we 
emerged on a path flagged with broad stones worn slippery 
as glass. We soon reached the coast-line, and for a mile 
or so I walked along the high edge of Argob, parallel with 
my party, in order to get a better idea of the strange and 
awful district. 

The lava lay in great, petrified waves, and these huge 
waves were generally split along the centre of their ridge, 
and the two sides falling away, left a yawning chasm, 
wide at the top, but narrowing towards the bottom, and 
disclosing the heart of each wave. The scene had a weird, 
unearthly appearance. Here we crossed the party that 
had engaged to start from Damascus with us, but were 
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being led tiboiit tbriiiigli tlie Uiid, and pasl the inoet la 
portADt ruins, at tlie will of their (Iragoinnii. 

We coasted along tlie edge of the Lejah i?i a iwtutl 
westerly direction, crossing broad Imys which ended i 
nairnw creeks, and skirting headlands with their Ughi 
houses in ruina. e jmssed, likewise, four considerabl 
towns, witlih rei-s, on tlm coiist of the Lejah. and 

number of sii r ruins. The country oii our right wa 
entirely under cultivatiou, and towards night we joined ii 
a long string of fami labourers returning from ploughhij 
The ploughman generally rode a little donkey, carryui] 
his plough across the saddle before him, and leading hi 
twi) oxen buliiiid. The men were strong, hoaUhy, am 
hearty. 

They weie going to Khuhab, and so were we, and w 
swept along together. As we entered Khnbab, we met al 
the youths of the place drawn out in a line to receive us 
headed by the priest, the sheikhs, and the schoolmastei 
As we passed, all Iwiit to the ground to honour us, the hoi; 
father lowest of all. It soon appeared that some niistak 
had been made, and that honoui-s ha<l been given us tha 
werG not intended for ua ; for the sheikh, an old acquaint 
aiicc, darted forward, and shook hands with me iu th 
most familiar manner. 

For the moment, Sheikli Diab was the most envied niai 
in Khubab, for Lord Aniadhon's dragoman had sent ■ 
report before that a prince was coming, and the simpi 
people behdd with wonder and awe their own Bheik) 
shaking hands with llie piiiii;e. 
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It was curious to hear them telliug one another that 
tliey folt assured from the beginning that I had nothing 
princely about my hat ; but when the real scion of nobility 
did come, his appearance impressed them so little, that 
they let him pass without a nod, though they had 
been waiting all the evening to give him a princely 
reception. 

He that would rule Easterns must not neglect appear- 
ances. When the Crown Prince of Prussia visited Da- 
mascus, he was looked upon as of little account, chiefly, 
I believe, ])ecause he did not wear a crown on his head 
through the streets, and nothing seemed so inexplicable 
in that wonderful Franco-German War as that so quiet- 
looking a man could l^e a soldier at all. 

A Russian prince entered Damascus in princely trap- 
pings, and the effect was marvellous. An old Moslem 
who stood by my side exclaimed, *' W'Allah, such a giant ! " 
and then he went off into the following soliloquy: 
"Praise be to God who raises up men like themselves 
to destroy them." Of course he meant the English, 
whose mission in the world is to fight the Russians 
whenever the Sultan of Turkey calls upon them to 
do so. 




CHAPTER XXIV. 



TV^HUBAB is a large Christian village, built on the 
■^ *- marginal waves of the Lejah, An old inscriii 
in tlic neighbouring village, Zobeireh, in which there 
relji-eiiee to IJritiiiii, gives the ancient name of this 
lag';, whit-h was Hahiha. Kliubab, or Habiba, an enti 
Cli'islia:! villaj^e, iiiiiler a Clu'istian slieikh, conti 
nmst fiivonrably wiih llio plaues we last visited. 

'I'hf Dnizts at liuiak are a parcel of outlaws, watcl 
for the jtolice, or tlieir otiier natural enemies, the Ar 
Tlic iKtople of Musineili are wild animals with some li 
clothes. Tliey bavu a limited liehl for vicious pvaeticei 
nobody worth tlie kilHiig, and nothing to steal ; bu 
have reason to believe that they have fair natural tah 
for dastaidly deeds, wliich would improve with op| 
tunily and [iiactice. for my cninpanioii dropped his 
from Uie saddle, ami it disapi^farod among the ro 
lik,. a flash. 

Khubab is an agiimiltural village, wheeled round 
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far west from the Arabs as to be comparatively safe from 
their attacks ; but sometimes the Arabs sweep over their 
fields, and leave them clean enough; and sometimes, 
also, they gut and ruin the village. There are a few 
liouses in the village of the best Hauranic style, with 
the ceiling slabs ornamented ; and these are solid enough 
to defy the Arabs. The villagei*s also hide their wheat 
in pits {nawawia') in the earth, which they stop, and 
cover over with dung, rubbish, and stones, so that the 
Arabs do not always find their grain treasures; but they 
sometimes torture the sheikh to make him disclose these 
granaries, and they have refinements in cruelty worthy 
of the ancient inquisitors. 

The men of Kluibab labour in the fields during the 
seasons for labour, and, during the remainder of the year, 
cut and dress basaltic mill-stones, which are rolled to 
Akka, and there shipped for the Egyptian market. The 
women spin and weave and attend to household matters, 
and keep themselves comparatively clean. One of their 
occupations exclusively is kneading the cows' dung and 
sticking it on the walls to dry for fuel. When dry, the 
balls are gathered and stacked for winter use, as is done 
with peat in Ireland. There is not a shop in the town. 
Pedlai*s visit it with Manchester prints of the brightest 
coloui-s, Egyptian sugar, bracelets, and other commodi- 
ties, and get wheat, eggs, cheese, and such local products, 
in return for their merchandise. 

I proclaimed that we had books to sell, and the whole 
village turned out and swarmed to our tent. The people 
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had a sullldiency of curiosity, iind curiosity soraet 
leads to kiiowlcdgo. We had a fair prni)j>ect of aA 
all our hooks at the firnt market; but the sehnohat 
cnme with a stick, and drove away his pupils, and b 
him the priest arrived, with great bluster and noise, 
forced his fl tho \illago. He declared 

they had don^ i without our Bible, and t 

would not pens nter among them. 

We were startled tc sar an almost Scripture exp 
sion drop from Ma passionate lips, — 

" These people have turned tho world upside down 
Beyrout and Damnacus, and they are come here also 

It was in vain 1 tokl liiin he was rejecting God's b< 
and t'lirist's (fOHjjel, and mentioned tliat already he 1 
one of our Ribles on the altar of his church ; for he \ 
wrathful and inexorable, and he drove his flock away, 1 
one of his lamhit «;arried off a Bible without paying for 

The sheikh and another man came to our tent 
night, Nicodemua-like, and eagerly bought two Bibh 
and a pretty little bride, Feri<le, — a rara avis, — w 
had learned German, and become a "Protestant, with I 
Prussian Sisters at Beyrout, bought from us a Boga 
ky's "Golden Treasury"; but her husband, still Hn( 
the yoke of the priest, compelled her to return it on 1 
morrow. 

We spent Sunday at Khulmb, and had a good deal 
conversation with the people, for they kept coming a 
going in a perpetual stream .ill day. Their guestic 
and modes of thought were very interesting. 
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During the day we strolled up to the top of the chief 

xidge, on which the village was built. We stopped beside 

» little graveyard in which women were swaying them- 

aselves backwards and forwards and wailing for their 

<lead. Each grave is walled up with a single-stone wall 

fiibout four feet high, which tapers in towards the top. 

The district is cut up into little gardens and fields, and 

walled around with high walls which have no entrance. 

But in these enclosures there is neither soil nor shrub — 

nothing but the bare grey stones. If they were ever 

gardens or vineyards, both soil and roots have entirely 

disappeared. 

The country about the village is not so rocky and 
rugged {IS at Musnieih. The greatest waves of the lava 
stopped a mile east, leaving a ridge-like formation, on 
which stand two conspicuous towns that were finally 
destroyed by the Bedawln about six yeai*s before our visit. 

Looking towards the Druze mountain, the great basaltic 
lake or plateau does not appear so fearfully desolate Jis 
when seen from the north ; patches of green with yellow 
flowers relieve the dreary scene. 

Between us and Mount Hermon there stretched a vast 
level sea of green growing corn, dappled with red fields 
left fallow ; and here and there black villages with white 
domes and tall minarets, rose like islands ; and conical 
hills and low ranges of mountains prevented the green 
flat sea from running up sheer to the edge of the mountain. 

Hermon itself, streaked and zebraed with snow, pre- 
sented from our standpoint one of its finest side views. 
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Ilowt'VLT modeni vulgarity niayaffuct to despwo iSfi 
for not being the biggest mountain ia the world, it 
£ar the finest object in thu wholo Syrian Iuiidsctii>u ; an 
do not woHiiiT. when wo view it from all quarter oi 
Ittnd. that it itupresstid bo deeply the minds of ]>aitrit 
and proplietji. 

About ua, od, the only sig-iis of vegeti 

were a few p (ttlea and mullows, which i 

among the blasted-loo.— g, desolate graves; but I 
were piitches of green d wii below in the hollows, au 
we looked down on the village, it preHent«d a cb«t 
ftppearancu — gii'la trooped about in their brig^ht Sat 
dresses, iind heada of families lay about in little gr 
fields. Willi their eliildren tumbled around them. 
scene eanie iis near ii pictui-o of home life in a coui 
villiifjt! as uiiythiiig I had seen in the E:ist. 

From the point where we stood we were able to co 
fourteen round towel's in the l^ejah, and a gieat numbe 
ini>rluary tuinbs rusembling in a small way the Palm 
towers. Being once detaiiiL'il a day at Khubab, in coi 
(luence of my horse havicig lost a slioe, I visited the roi 
tower due south of the village, and succeeded in gett 
a good photograph of it. 

The tower stands near a fort at a well. It is built 
basalt, and tapers from the base. The cii'cumference < 
yard from the ground is sixty-eight feet. It has tbir 
seven layera of stone in it. tho one with the other of wh 
woulil be nearly a fn.il hi<rh cai'h. The walls are four f 
thick ; the height of llie dour ia live feet five inches, a 
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its width three feet three iuoheM. A central coluinu of 
cylindrical stoues supports a stone loft at the height of 
fourteen feet, and a spiral stairease, the stones of which 
project from the wall, and are much worn by wear, 
ascends to this loft. 

By the Haumn tower T place, for comparison, one of 
the PI noujtvtn lllfodtuhe one 




hundred and eleven feet high, and to contain hcxdi for 
foui' hundred and eighty bodies. 

On our way back from the tower we visited one of the 
ruins tliat are so numerous, and that no one tliinks worthy 
of a visit. We chose Melihat Hezkin, inasmuch as no 
European, as far as we knew, had ever visited it. We 
reached it on foot in less than an hour, and on our way we 
got both partridge and qnail. We met three women who 
were out gathering a kind of wild rape, which they cook 
and eat. We found the village just like all other Hauran 
towns, in a small way. The doors and ceilings and win- 
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duna wiTc iif stone. Each house, liowever, seuiiitHi 
have tnui'L- tliiin llie oidinuiy iiiiiultei' of ouin|>artiuentj 

At one comer of the viUugo, iieui- tbu villagi.- lank 
ciHt«i'n, was a scjuara tower forty or fifty fuel higli, wi 
a sjiiml btaircase ascending to two stoi-ios. TIiu upj; 

flooi-s were brokr- -" ^"t enough remiiined to shuwt 

clmracter of the buu 'lie stones hi the narrow slret 

Were worn smooth, ain ireplaces showed sigits of mu 

use, hut the place had been a long time utterly abniidnne 

At the nortliern comer, a little modem square buildii 
domed over contained the grave of Sheikh Hczktii, un 
ered with a green cloth, Pilgriniages are made to tl 
tomb, ami each pilgrim leaves a staff Rtiick into the wt 
»i.';tr IIk.' giivvc, sii that llie cliitniW-r is a magazine of stavi 
Tlie only sijju of life in the place was a solitary dove th. 
flew out of the only tree in the village, which is tJiat in tl 
eoiirt of the mosque. 

On the 7lh of Ajiril we started for Ezri, a town c 
llie margin of the Lejah due south. The nioming wi 
raw and cold, and yet women and boys were liangin 
about our tent. As we worked our way once more to th 
eoiist-line, we only saw, of animate things, pensive doi 
keys, meditating among the hlack rocks — picture,s c 
long-suffering misery, When we pushed out from th 
black .shore, the ground became covered with flowers 
among othei-s I saw pink convolvulus, lilac mallow; 
yellriw-heartod daisies, and scarlet plieasant's-eyes. 

AVc fii-st passed thiuugh fenced and cultivated field; 
much resembling parts in Ireland, Scotland and Wales, an 
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we soon emerged on the broad unfeuced plain, where the 
neighbours' landmarks, large black stones, show the boun- 
daries of the different cultivators. Tibny was in front, 
on an eminence, like most of the towns of this region. 
I galloped to the village, according to ray custom, in 
advance of the cavalcade, shouting or singing something 
to bring the people out of their dens. I found tliat the 
most eifective cry on sucli occasions was '* fresh haddock " 
with a County Loutli accent, and as we were in the 
character of pedlars, the cry was not very unbecoming. 
In Druze villages we tried a stave of the Druze war- 
song, and it not only brought the people around us, but 
put them in good humour, as they were no doubt charmed 
with our style of singing it. 

Most of the villagei>4 came out to meet us, and saluta- 
tions over, I pointed to the colporteur, who was opening 
his boxes, and told them that he had books for sale, God's 
books, and explanations of them by good and learned 
men. 1 then took an armful of books, and leaving the 
crowd around the boxes with the colporteur, I literally 
took a walk over the town, jumping from roof to roof, 
and saluting the people down in their courts, till I had 
a sufficient crowd around me ; and, then sitting down on 
an aged stone, I read them passages that seemed to turn 
up by accident. I thus had an opportunity of seeing the 
whole town, and of offering our books to every soul in 
it. Sometimes the crowd became menacing, and then 
I became aggressive, and questioned them in sucli a 
manner as to turn their attention from me to themselves. 
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VVIieii it became a uwo of '• ihrowiiijj [warU before swine. 
I L'tiiiitiHjneed to purcliasw Uwir old uoiiw and ini;dal 
liku oilier tiavellera. 

Fniiikiie«s ami good temper and tirniiiuas carry iir 
HKfiily iiloiig, wliile a. little swagguring. ur tuwumption f 
mj'Stery, would get lui turned out of tliu vilkgii, mid pel 
Imps sometliiag more. I itlwayH rotunicd to the oOi 
portvut' with an enoinioua following of savagus — cUmbinj 
ovur walls and houses, and swarming out of lanes am 
duns, and nil convorglng towards the Ixioka. 

Hero a widow, with impreaaive eagerness, bought j 
Bible for her aon, who could read, aud stie not only pai. 
for it, but pourt'd bltiajjiiigs upmi us for bringing it to liel 
" My won will read it to niu, iind I shall learn everytbiu] 
for myself," she exclaimed. 

Tibny, like most of the other to^viis, consists of tw 
parts. The Roman ofBcial part, temple and all, is ii 
ruins. The native inhabited part is on a mound of ruiiu 
and is of more recent construction. 

Leaving Tibny, we piiased ii number of men ploughinj 
up the fallow ground. They refused to buy oar bookf 
on the plea that they had no money; but when I offerei 
them free they had no desire to possess them. Fiv. 
other villages similar to Tibny lay along our path, A 
Muhejjeh there are long Greek inscriptions, and piece 
of Greek sculpture: Imt the inhabitants were the mos 
surly Moslems we had met. <)ii tlio principle of offerinj 
our hooka to all, we urged thcni to buy, taking no notici 
of their churlishness. 
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Tlie women of Muhejjeh have their legs tattooed in 
pretty patt<3rns, so that they seem to have on blue open- 
work stockings, through which tlie white skin appears. 
They wear their petticoats short, and tucked up, in oi-der 
to show their ornamented legs. 

Shukra, in the midst of a red plain, turned out to be 
a Christian village, and we could see that Christianity, 
even in a very degraded form, has a thew and sinew that 
rendei-s it superior to Islamism. The people seemed alive 
and eager to see and know. I found such people, as a 
rule, better than their priest. They bought books, but the 
old priest stole one. 

I watched the priest with much interest stealing the 
book, but did not interfere with him, as I knew that he 
could put an end to our selling if he chose. In the 
accomplishment of his little purpose he bought a Psalm- 
book, and shuffled it and a Bible together, until he 
thouglit no one saw him, when he slipped the Bible to his 
wife, and she carried it off home under her apron. When 
he had the Bible secured, he pretended to discover mis- 
takes in the Psalm-book, and got back his money. 

Shukra has also its Corinthian capitals lying about, and 
several (Ireek inscriptions built into the walls with the 
wrong side down. It has all the Hauranic characteristics 
of the other towns, and from its modern walls peep the 
eloquent fragments of a higher civilization and more 
prosperous times. 

Bearing to the left, we entered Ezrfi, over a horrible 
path, pai-tly the Roman road, and partly the black basaltic 
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rock \V(»iri smooth and slippery as polished steel. Kii-fi 
ti large ntiiu aituated at the base of a rocky pminonttii 
on the «outh-we8t corner of the Lejah. This ruin has i 
cently been iilentitied as the Edrei o£ Og, king of Rasha 
but without Kiiflicient reason, and contrary to overwheli 
ing evidence. 

Edrei of Ug was vn to the Greeks unci Ronui 

under the uaiue Ad thi» rendering of the Uebi-e 

name in Greek corresponds Ui the reudering of oth' 
Shemitic names by the sainu people, especiHlly in tl 
bilingual iuscripUona of Palmyra.' 

In Roman times Adraa (Edrai) was one nf the chu 
to^vns of the Arabian pixivince, and, like Bosi'a, lia 
liberty to enin its own money, and I have in my cabine 
sevLTiil iniperiii! (iroL'k L'oiiis struck at Adraa,^ 

Kow we lilt: Ifft in no licisitiition as to the position o 
AUr;i;i (I'Mivi.) Till' Bible declares it to have been 01 
"tlio WAV to lS;t.sliiin " fur an army mai-ctiing from Hesh 
boil.'' Kusuljius jilaccs it on tlie road to Capitolias anc 
(jadani, twenty-live miles frmn ISosra, and the Peutingei 
tables pliiee it twenty-four miles from Bosra, in the same 
direction. 

On one of my visits to Adr.i"iit I a])proached it from 
iSosra along the route indicated by Eusebiua and the 
I'eutinger tables, and after a march of twenty-four or 
twenty-five miles we came uimn the extensive ruins of 

' l>i' VogliO, Inscr. Palmyr., p. 4. 
lUif;f*iiii(; tr,i(iilion of Og. 
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Edrei at the place where our path was crossed by "the 
way to Bashan." 

Accompanied by Dr. Thomson, the author of The Land 
and the Book^ I started from Bosra on April 10th, and 
proceeded by a track parallel to the Roman Road, which 
runs straight as an arrow from Bosra to Adra'at. 

The country through which we passed was exceedingly 
fertile and well cultivated. Vast spaces green with com 
alternated with immense tracts red in fallow. Furrows 
a mile in length were turned by the plougli in the basaltic 
ash, of which the soil is largely composed. 

On our path, and to right and left, there were many 
agricultural villages which marked, by decaying ruins, 
the sites of important towns, and there were many rocky 
patches and basaltic outcrops here and there ; but as we 
stood high in our stirrups and gazed around us, we 
seemed to be steering through a vast sea of waving corn, 
and villages and rocks appeared as black islets in the 
green ocean. 

Adra'at we found beautifully situated on a rising 
ground, enfolded in a l)end of the Wady Zeidy. At 
Jisr et-Taiyebeh, a river, flowing in the Wady Zeidy, 
crossed our path from right to left, ran by our side on 
the left, sometimes quite close to our path and sometimes 
at the distance of a mile ; but at a quarter of a mile from 
Adra'at it recrossed our path from left to right and 
flowed in a beautiful curve round the north of the 
town. 

During the whole journey I inquired from every person 
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we rac>t the iiame of the towu on tlic hill to wluob ^ 
were going. 

"What ia the name of that town?" I would )»k 
fjentlj-, pointing to the place. Invariably the Hetlawii 
would answer, "Adra'at." 

As if I hat) listinctly, I would nsk tbt 

qutisLlon again ; higher key, and they wonld 

biiwl out again anu spirating every letter until 

the word might have torn their teeth out, " A-d-r-a'-at." 

Almost as uniformly the Pellahtn called it Deri, but 
as the Bedftwtn always preserve the oldest pronunciation, 
and their rendering agrees with that of Abu el-Fida, 
Edriai, and the Arab fi^eographers generally, I propose to 
follow it in this Ixiok. 

We had a discussion regarding the right name of the 
place on the bridge below the town as hot as any that 
has Ijecn ^^'aged hy Western scholars over the name. A 
great caravan bearing \\'heat to Akka was passing over 
the bridge as we apjiroached it. The drivers in charge 
of the kvfi, were Bedawfn, Imt a number of the Fellahin 
to whom the wheat Ijelonged were in the party. 

"What town is that?" I said to a IJedawi, as 1 handed 
him a few dates fi-om my pocket. 

"Adra'at I" shouted the Bedawi. "Der4I" shouted 
the Fellahin. Then there arose Babel on the bridge, 
and we could occasionally catcli fragments of sounds — 
such as "Ibu el-Ke!b" (son of ji dog), "Dera "at" 
"Majuoun" (idiot), "Der4,"etc. In fact the sons of 
the desert were almost as rude and noisy as critics and 
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controversialists at home, and they sought to settle the 
matter in dispute by strength of assertion like our own 
positivists. 

While the controversy raged we forded the river with 
difficulty, and ascended the sloping sides of the green 
hill to Adra'at. We passed several Bedawi tents on the 
acclivity, with men and children squatting at their doors. 
The people of the town were at first sullen, especially 
the Moslems ; but when they found we could talk their 
language they became more pleasant, and were ready to 
sell us anything they had. 

Adra'at stands in the midst of green and beautiful 
rolling hills. It must always have been a great agricul- 
turnl centre, and it is still the most populous town in 
Bashan. As it is situated on the edge of a most fertile 
district, it has been more constantly occupied than Ezr& 
in the Lejah, and hence it is smothered with great heaps 
of dung, which have grown up higher than the houses and 
over them. The land needed no manure, and all refuse 
remained where it was first flung. 

Adra'at is a town of four tiei-s. The modern habitations 
are on the top, and next to them are the Roman founda- 
tions, and beneath on the chalk are the ruins of Og's city. 
But below all there is a subterranean city, with houses 
and streets excavated out of the solid rock. I explored 
some of the passages, but as the work was both dirty and 
dangerous, and as I had no change of garments with me, 
I thought it better to be content with Wetzstein's de- 
scription till such times as the Palestine Exploration 
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Fund cniilil tftke up a tb^iough iuvesdgation of IJ 
umlergrnuTKl cily,' 

A sitinll jiortion of the ancient Atlra'at is now coven 
by the niddi'iii village- We explored the place, keepil 
along the tops of the nreat dmig heajis and looking dofl 
into the sqiml There are still many ancie) 

TuinH whicli have en eugulfi'd by the evei'-groi 

ing refuse. There irious square minaret of tl 

tnniciitcd pynimid pattern. There is a lai^ mos(]L 
wliith 8L'cni8 to be a tran irmed monastic building, ui 
at the Hoiitbern end of the rectangular enclosure one set 
the ajwo of the church, the chord of which was thirtj-ejgl 
yariipi. '['liere are also the remains of ancient luiths an 
niiiny oihci- ruins which testify to the civilization an 
hixiiiy of l!ie place at w remote period. All the structure 
iip])CMr in h;ive lifcn built frwii stones rifled fi-om olde 
l)uildLiij,'s. Wc h:id cur Ix'sl view, however, from Tel 
Karak, whiuii stands hi<;Iier than Adra'at, and formed th 
ciladel or iiorth-cfistern snlnub of the city. \Ve saw fh 
aqueduct, beariiifj tlic name of I'hanioh, by which the wate 
Wivs brouf^lit from Dilly. and I'linied across Wady Zeid' 
by a biidge of five ciiciilar s]uius, now partially in ruins 



' Merrill, iii liis interest ins hook " 'V.i.sx n£ ilie Jordan " — Tyindoii, 1881 
pp. M0-;!ri2 — has irsiii.s lilted Dr. Wei?,-^leiii's description ; and Mr 
Si'lmui.icluT. ill liis work "Across the .Iiiniiiir'—-]mlilislieilbvtlie Palc^lin 
Kxpli>rati..n Fiiini. 188C, pp. i:wi.i44 - liiis yiveii a rniniae deacriptioi 
Willi i>l:iii, of an umlerpviiKiil exi.l..iatioii riiiri.-.i nut by liiin. He doe 
not, liiu\<'ver, seiiii to luive conie aeross t!ie part ixplorid by Wetzstein 
Kor did I. 
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The bridge, though ancient, was also made from odds and 
ends taken from other edifices. 

We sj^ent some hours on Sunday reading on the top of 
Tell Karak. A large group of natives sat open-mouthed 
around us as we read in their own tongue the twenty-two 
l)assages of the Bible in which Og, the khig of Bashan, is 
referred to. As we read and looked at the natural features 
of the landscape around us, the whole scene became vivid 
before us. '* And they turned and went up by the way of 
Bashan : and Og, the king of Ba.slian, went out against 
them, he and all his people to the battle at Edrei." ^ 

The Israelites, flushed with their victory over Sihon, 
king of the Amorites, i)oured down the sloping sides of 
the Zulmeh Hills from the south-west, and on "the way 
of Bashan," at Edrei, gained a decisive victory over King 
Og, who dwelt at Ashtaroth and Edrei, and reigned in 
Mount Ilermon and Salcah, and in all Bashan. . . ." ^ 

It is clear from the narrative that the great battle was 
not fought in Bashan, but on the way to Bashan. " Then 
we turned and went up the way to Bashan : and Og the 
king of Bashan came out against us, he and all his people, 
to battle at Edrei." « 

As we read these and kindred passages on the summit 
of the old citadel of Adra'at, we had no room for even a 
doubt that we were in the very centre of the ancient 
battle-field, on which the kingdom of Bashan was won for 
the half tribe of Manasseh. Og's two capitals were Edrei 
and Ashtaroth, and he reigned in Salcah and Hermon and 

1 Numb. xxi. 33. ^ Joshua xiu. 11, 12. a Deut. iii. 1. 

u 
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in nil Bashan. The inspired writer might liavo si 
where we stood when writing hia narrative, so vivid i; 
deHcription. To the Houth-eivst Saleah (Sulkhid). 
castle erected on the crater of an extinct volcano, di 
nated the diHtriot. Far to the north-wost towered 
lofty Hermon, anow-clad to ita base. Between these 
lofty landmarks stretched the kingdom of Bashan \ 
the tlireescore cities of Jair. 

Og's two capitals were Edrei and Ashtaroth, F 
E^rei he could see the lofty extremities of his kingci 
But where was Ashtaroth? Standing on the highest 
of Tell Karak, I asked the crowd of Arabs who surrour 
me the iiLinics of the tells in view. Beginning on 
eastern horizon and sweeping round the north to the n 
they pointe.i out Tel! "Arar, Tell cl-Faras, Tell Abn N 
TVU el-Jumna, Tell el-Jabia, Tell el-Harrah, and a si 
nf other lells which were either extinct volcanoes or i 
lieial mmuids. 

One of tlie tells meiilioiied in llie general summary 
Tell Aslitaruli. I did not affect any surprise when I he 
the namo, but I said quietly. "Where is Tell Ash'areh; 

Half a do/.en vniees shouted out at once, "There is ' 
Ash'areh, but yonder away Iwyoiid is Tell Ashtarah." 
I slood on the lii<;liest point of Kdrei. I could distim 
see mil (inly tlie reiiinte liuuiidaries of Baslian but ; 
the M.mnd of Aslitarolli towering from eighty to . 
humlreii feet aliiive the surriiuinliiig plain. 

Miliei was Og's gie;it iiidustiial and political capi 
but Aslitarotli was his saered and ecclesiastical capi 



PALMYRA AND ZEN OB I A, 291 

and the sites and ruins accord with this view. Edrei 
stood on the cross-road and meeting-place of industry 
and commerce, and the ruins tell of large resources and 
great prosperity. Ashtaroth stood on a sacred mound, 
ai^art from the highways of secular life, and the scattered 
ruins and foundations on Tell Ashtarah are such as might 
be expected in connection with the worship of the local 
deity. 

In conti-ast with these obvious landmarks of the ancient 
Edrei, let us look at the three reasons given for identifying 
Ezrd of the Lejah as the City of Og. 

First: The situation. It occupies an "impregnable 
site," whereas "Adra'at lies in the open country." 

To this we reply, that the city Bosra was in the open 
country too, and in the open country became much more 
great and famous than Edrei. Besides, King Og was 
strong enough to live in a city in the plain. And when 
the Israelites "went up the way to Bashau" (Deut. iii. 1), 
Og did not retreat to some impregnable stronghold, but went 
out to meet them on their march, confident of victory. 

Second: The antiquity of the massive tvalls of the dwell- 
ings, Tlie chief advocate of this theory acknowledges 
that the buildings may be "as old at least as the Roman 
dominion"! 

The reply to this is obvious. Roman ruins, however 
massive, cannot be taken in evidence in the identification 
of the city of Og, king of Bashan. 

Third: The correspondence of the Arabic name to the 
Hebrew name Edrei. So far as this argument goes, it tells 
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ill favour of Adra'al, whicb in practically the same a 
Hot^rew imme. 

]t was not, therefore, up nmoDg the rocky fastnesi 
liiuhan tliiit the giant leader and his host were over 
by the hosts of *'-" ' 'ird, but on the plains, n5 
Isi-aelites "went up way to Bashan." 

We must not, I wever, overlook the testimony ol 
ancient dwellers in these parts, for their vanity oftei 
them to write the name of their city in conjunctioii 
their own names. Thus "I, Smith." or "We, the Sd 
of Huch and such a place, erect this monument at our 
expense," etc. On this question the evidence of ant 
Smith is conclusive. For he declares, with mtthifl 
phasis and frequent rei>etitiou, that ttie name of the p 
in Greek and lloman times was not Edhm or Adraa. 
/orava. The name of tlie rity Zorava stands a.s i 
spicuons as a signl)oard on two large stones near 
minaret, and engi'aved on ihe walla of the two churt 
— St. Elias and St. (Icorpe. 

Og, king of Haslian, was one of our earliest and t^il 
friends. He and his wondrous bedstead had a large pi 
in our imaginations ere we lieard of "Jack the Oi; 
Killer" or "Hiant Despair." We owed his giantshi 
Kinall debt of gratitude, and we have now paid it, 
restoring our tall and ancient friend to his own city ! 
rightful inlieritaiicc' 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



TTZRA is an extensive ruin three or four miles in 
-'— ' circumference. Some of the buildings are very 
massive antl look veiy old, as they are half-buried in 
accumulated rubbish; but when one sees in a massive 
wall a Greek inscription wrong side up, showing that it 
was taken from some other building, be rationally con- 
cludes tltat the structure is not older than the ruin from 
which its literary ornaments were rifled. 

Probably the most interesting edifice in Ezr4 is the 
church of St. George. It is one of the oldest Christian 
structures in the world. From an inscription we learn 
that the church was erected in 410 of the Boatrian era, 
corresponding to 515 a.d. It owed its construction to 
Jolin Dioniede. He built it on the site of a pagan temple, 
and dedicated it to St. George, who appeared to him, not 
in a dream or vision, but in reality. The tomb of St. 
George, containing his bones, is in the church, and is an 
object of veneration to Moslems as well as to Cbvistiiins. 
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The foini of the church is that o£ an octagon desvr 
wilhiii a square. Eight piurs support the lof^ d( 
which has aii exteraal g:illery runniug round it. 
church of St. George was built after the pnttem of 
church at Antioch, which was the fii-st octagoiml cfai 
ever erected, ant' '-- - '-om the time of Conslantin 

As we pitched our t, we were joined by the G] 
priest, who, probably, had the true succession from 
Greek priest, his predecessor, who ran away with Bui 
hardt's money. He showed a disposition to take limi 
views of European society through the small opeui 
of our tent. When admitted, he told n harrowing talt 
Moslem persecution and murder, which broke down iin 
examination. He was a very ignorant and unclean prii 
and a very importunate beggar, and a veiy disagreea 
man in every way. 

The inhabitants of the place were about half Mosl 
and half Christian. The Moslems of the place wei-e suL 
and morose, but 1 visited them all, notwithstanding. 1 
Christians were keen and active, and they all visited 
As a rule, the men oE Ezi'd are tall and well made, and t 
women would be handsome but for the tattoo marks 
their faces. The children are very beautiful, and tlie < 
women are simply hideous. Several villauous-looki 
chai'actei-s, probably tiic same who made the murderc 
attack on Porter, were hanging about the camp, on p: 
tence of looking at our hooks ; and tliey became vc 
nutch interested in the books when we wiitched the 
hut jis they held the wrong side of the books up. 
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may be presumed that they were uot profiting very 
much. 

We were informed that we might expect to be robbed 
during the night, as the caves about the village were 
infested with robbers. Our muleteers, though unarmed, 
threatened loudly, and in the most emphatic language, that 
if any one appeared during the night, they would blow 
them into a thousand atoms. I showed my gun as a 
curiosity, and the rapidity of its fire, twenty shots a minute, 
was very impressive, and probably helped to secure us an 
undisturbed night. 

We left Ezrd by a path at right angles to the one by 
which we entered, and crossed the promontory due east 
in the direction of Jebel Kuleib. The road was similar to 
that by which we entered, the black surface of the rock 
being worn smooth by traffic, till it had a metallic polish, 
and there were here and there, especially in the hollows, 
fragments of the Roman pavement, polished and slippery 
also by much wear. 

In our descent we met several very fine-looking village 
women, who would have been counted handsome in any 
countiy but for the horrible blue tattoo ornaments worked 
on their faces and lips. Here also we got jour supply of 
partridge for the day. 

In twenty-five minutes we reached the bay on the 
eastern side of the promontoiy, and launched once more 
on the vast green sea, with the indented and ruin-crowned 
coast of the Lejah, or Argob, on our left. After a lovely 
sail of two hours, we turned in to the left, behind a head- 
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land, tu visit Busr el-Hariry. We reaclietl the ruin ovei 
an cxccniblo roail, and found it scuttered over tlic Uu 
aidcA of a wady. 

The rums were extensive, ancient, and massive, and cm- 
tained, as usual, many Greek inscriptions. We found ilic 

women at tr* ~' ' ^""^ "le water was so exhanstwl 

that we couk paying for it, get enough 

for our hors( 

Both men ^-t- nded us here with the pole 

assttusin faces we icus, and gazed at us in tJie 

oalm silence of supp: uiaticisin ; and there n-as 

lightning in those ( d hrows, but lest it should 

dart forth on us. we drew r attention from ourselves 
by urging them to buy books. The only rivil niau in the 
plai;c WHS the old green-tuibaned keeper of the mosque, 
which was the most conspicuous object among the ruins. 
Hii bold our hoities, and permitted us to copy all the 
inst-riplions, jukI we i-ewanlod !iim. 

Quitting liusr cl-Hiiriry without regret, we embarked 
once more on a green sea of "poppy-growing corn," We 
passed Dflr, a large village, with a high square tower 
standing at a distance from the bouses, and we saw a num- 
ber of smaller places of the ordinary Hauranic type. We 
had hero a typical Moslem for travelling companion. He 
was an intelligent ploughmaker, and we had conversation 
with bim on many subjects. His tlieory about the 
Koran was th.it it has supei"seded all other revelations; 
and he added, of bonks in general, that they are an im- 
iiertinence to both Ood and man, as the Koran conUiins 
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all knowledge. He was the first Haurau Moslem we liacl 
met who did not seem preternaturally stolid. 

I hope my readers will pardon the use of nautical phi-a- 
seology thus far, for I could not divest myself of the feel- 
ing that I was sailing along near the tide line, with a black, 
rugged coast on my left, and a vast green sea on my 
right. Indeed, my companion, who was more of a geologist 
than myself, suggested that the molten flood may have 
been poured out from the bowels of the earth, ere the 
shallow sea had retreated, and hence the horribly con- 
torted forms into which the seething mass finally settled 
down. 

We had now coasted round more than half the well- 
defined border of the Lejah, and at midday we turned 
inland north-east to Nejr&n. When I had last approached 
Nejr&n a battle was going on within its walls. We heard 
the guns and the tumult of battle, and turned away, and 
on the morrow heard the result in killed and wounded. 
The wonderful unanimity of the Druzes, which is much 
applauded in books, is less the fruit of religious principle 
than the result of external pressure from their enemies. 

We entered Nejr&n through a savage wilderness of 
gloomy rocks. We found the town half in ruins, and the 
population half Druze and half Christian. The Druze 
sheikh, Fendy Abu Fakhr, gave us a hearty welcome. 
He led us to an open veranda covered with mats, and 
spread a felt rug on the ground. Then he ordered up 
Inhan in a lordly bowl, and we all three sat down on the 
rug and cemented friendship by eating together. The 
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batlj 



sheikh called np his little sou to kiss our Imuds, batf 
refosed to allow him to do sn, on the ground tliat W* 
were ChriAtiiuiity teachers; but in the meaiitiiue tbu 
native Christian.'^ cam« hurraing iu to see us, and oti 
euteritig the veranila, tliej all, eveu the old men, kisstxl 
the hand of the sheikh's sob, though he was only a L-hilil 
of aeveu yes 

It Was hui the manner in which the 

Christian!) crin|j<i,>. iruzes. They immediately, 

however, (oil fiercely on U8 or calling ourselves Chris- 
tians, and eattug in Lent, which gave us a fine opportunity 
to give them a lecture by way of self-defence. 

A tiiU lady, whom we took to be the sheikh's wife, acted 
as our hostt'ss, and lo her we gave our fee; but discover- 
ing that she was not the sheikh's wife, we paid backshish 
over again, for we found that we were always more 
wcleonie where we paid our way. The lady, however, was 
so different from all the other women that we had seen 
in the Haurau tliat she deserves a ])assing notice. She 
was dressed in a long blue skirt reaching down to her 
feet, and over it a blue calico robe, lined with red, which 
she folded back to let the red ajipear. She wore gi-eat 
coarse boots, reaching half way to her knees, and a black 
handkerchief on her head, over wliicli she had a turhan 
of red and green ; and encii-cling her brow, and around 
her head, she had strings of gold coins. She was tall 
and slender, in contrast with the thiek, stumpy Druze 
women. Her face was long and jiale, her foi-ehead high, 
her features well cut and very animated when she spoke. 
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Her eyes, dark as a gazelle's, shot from under artificially 
arched brows, and the arches were magnified by care- 
fully applied pigments. She carried in her hand a cherry 
pipe with amber mouth-piece, and worked over with a 
filagree of gold thread. Every one seemed to treat her 
with the greatest deference, and her will was law at the 
sheikh's board. 

When she saw me buying old coins, she asked me to go 
with lier and she would sell me a few. Instead, however, 
of leading the way into the sheikh's house as I ex- 
pected, or to some house in the village, she marched 
straight out of the town, and for the first time I found 
she was not the sheikh's wife. I followed her through 
labyrinths of congealed lava, not without some mis- 
givings ; but I had my revolver with me, and at worst I 
could make a good race back to the village. Nor would 
my Druze friends allow me to be drawn into an ambush. 

About a quarter of a mile from the town we reached a 
solitary tent pitched on a little patch of green among the 
dismal rocks. She invited me into her "house of hair" 
with the vivacity of a Frenchwoman ; and though my 
curiosity was roused to the highest pitch, a vision of 
strong-minded women from Jezebel to Lady Macbeth rose 
up before me, and I felt more comfortable standing out- 
side and peeping into her tent after her. From what I 
saw I concluded that she lived in this tent entirely alone, 
but neither from herself nor from the villagers was I able 
to learn anything of this remarkable woman. 

She soon emerged with a handful of old coins — Kufic 
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and ConstAndrios. and Remus and Itotuulus tuggii 
Uitt wolf; bat among the cotninoii rubbitih I foand one 
whk-h is a real u-easnre. and especially useful iu the iden- 
liticaUon of Edrei. It is the imperial Greek coin, referred 
to above, struck at Adnm. Tliere is a huge, ill-shapei; 
giant on the reverse of this coin that was struck \i\ llie 
city of Og. He bears in his left hand a club lik« 'j 
weaver')) beam," and in Ills right hand a skull. Oa6 
bis feet ubo seems to rest on a skull. 



1 




The Romaus permitted t«wns to place on tlie revera 
of their coins tlieir tutelary deities and tniditional heroes ' 
and 80 we see on coins of Sidon, Astarte ; on coins of 
IMuui, Dagou; and here, doubtless, on this coin of Adraa 
we have a remnant of the tradition of Og. the last of the 
"I'etunant of giants" (Deut. iii. 11), preserved by the peo- 
plt* of hU native town. 

On iu_\' return to the village the sheikh took me away 
vorv uiystcnously to the roof of his house, and when I ex- 
pecU'^l to htfar some state secret, which (Ji la Tancred) 
WMuUl tlukv ft thousand thrones, he merely informed me 
tWt \w WAUtvd " to be ill the purse of the English Consul." j 
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Having no political mission, and not wanting to hamper 
myself by inconvenient promises, I answered, " You are a 
very big man, and the Consul's purse is only a few inches 
wide." He then explained that he wanted English pro- 
tection, and to be a prot^gd of the Consul. 

I replied, '" O, Sheikh ! your own proverb says, ' Too 
much tylnff loosenn,' Everybody knows the good-will the 
Druzes bear to the English, and the protection the Eng- 
lish extend to the Druzes. Do not loosen the knot of 
friendship that exists between you by any attempt to 
tie it tighter." 

A proverb may not always be logical, but if it be aptly 
applied it is always conclusive in Arabia. He came down 
from the roof apparently as well satisfied with my reply 
as if I had made the present debtor to the future by a 
vscore of extravagant promises which I could never have 
hoped to perform. 

Our visit to Nejran was one of the pleasant^st we made 
in the Hauran. We had a good sale for our books, and a 
most pressing invitation to stay during the night ; but we 
pushed on to Mejdel, the residence of my friend Sheikh 
Hazimeh, the most powerful of all the Druze sheiklis. 
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/~\N our arrival at 1, Sheikli Hazimeh was absec 

^-^ but his son, a, hivimsonie lad of fourteen, receivi 

us willi lii-niiHlury cniivtesy and hospitality. In Mejd 
we could once luoie move about without our revolver 
and witliout wishiufj we bad eyes in the backs of oi 
heads to guaid against sudden surprises. However, n 
I waiidcicd in the sniinrlis of the village, I became th 
object of a very ridiculous demonstration. 

I had left my colporteur with the crowd, and whil 
copying an inscriiition at the end of the village, a Redaw 
woman came up and slipped her hand into the open pocke 
of my coat. The action was so quick and skilful that , 
did not perceive it. Finding that she had only secured f 
central fire cartridge, she returned it to me with a look oi 
disgust. She then commenced a jerking liedawi dance 
sliouting or singing with a shrill voice, " Walla, w'alla 
look at the smallness of his legs!" Her screams anc 
laughter drew a crowd of llcdawi women, and they imnie 
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tliately fell into a ring round me, 
and all clapping their hands 
together, joined in the chorus. 
"Walla, w'alla, look at the 
sniallness of his legs, just like 
pipe shanks!" When they saw 
that I rather enjoyed the scene, 
the din became deafening; hut 
a Druze cnnic to my rescue, and 
they all slunk off to their lairs, 
withered hags as they were. 

These women belonged to a 
snh-tribe of the Bediiwin, which 
is always stationary in the neigh- 
bourhood, and while the Druzes 
protect them, they act as "hewers 
of wood and drawers of water" 
to the Druzea. They have the 
8am? gipsy appearance wherever 
seen. They are small and lean, 
have sharp, pinched features, 
which are all covered with blut' 
marks, and their clothes are a 
bundle^f grimy rags. The) ill 
have the same deep-set, 
small, piercing eye«, iin ! t 

the same uncomlwd hi i '•'r-^* 

buttered locks. 

At Nejran we fir.st came 
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upon tlie Druze women wearing the tantur, or wonderful 
horn, which in many jjiicua thoy have since ceased to weai- 
Tlie horn la a silvor tutw from twelve to twcniy inches 
long, anil three or four inches in diameter, tajjeriMg to the 
top. It is like a tlrinking-glass. greatly elongated, ojjen&t 
tbu hottom top, and it is generally em- 

boiwed with ique patterns. The honi is 

placed with tarboosh, or red felt cap, on 

tlic top of thu uei orward. and it is fasteited by 

strings attached to I he born, and passing under 

the fliin and behind 1. Over the horn & white 

veil is thrown, which t wn over tho shouldei-s, and 

a hair rope passing round tht liead outside the veil keeps 
tlic lioni in its place. The head-dress is then the shape of 
tliL- "f^reniulierH' hitts" whiuh we used to make of rushes. 

Tlic remainder oi the tdiiet of those horned females con- 
.sists i>f wide ciilico trousers, and a kind of blue calico 
sliiiL fiiilinfj over ;ill to below llie knees. Tlie feet are 
generally bare. In this strangest of costumes, whivli gives 
a 'SMolhcr Hubbard" appearance, they engage in all 
works — some of them are said to sleep with tlieir horns 
on at night; aTid as one sees them going to the wells, with 
jai-s on their shoulders, and horns on their heads, they 
form a very striking picture. 

All the women wear massive ornaments, so that on the 
same arms you will see bracelets of ghiss, brass, gold, and 
silver, the one above the other. A well-dressed, fashion- 
able woman in the llauran will have on her pei^son fifteen 
or seventeen pounds' weight of jewellery. The Christian 
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women dress exactly like the Druze women, barring the 
horn. The children all wear little red caps with coins and 
charms suspended from the tassels. 

On the 9th of April we cantered out of Mejdel on 
a clear bracing morning. Lebanon and Hermon appeared 
very distinct, and very high, and the snows on their 
summits glowed like amethyst as they were lighted up 
by the rising sun. To the north-east. Tell Sheehfi,n stood 
gazing open-mouthed at the unlovely sable flood which 
it had vomited forth on the plain. The morning shadow 
lay dark on the mouth of the crater, showing very dis- 
tinctly whence came the discharges which now drape 
the land. We believed we could trace the wavy outline 
of the fiery deluge that issued from its rugged throat; 
and the other smaller truncated cones around showed, 
by the deep gashes in their sides, that they were no idle 
spectators of the dismal work. 

The stones were here gathered out of the fields, and the 
corn was growing luxuriantly around the cairns. In a 
few minutes we crossed the Roman road which runs from 
Phsena to Bosra through the centre of the Lejah. On 
my previous visit I got a small bustard at this place. It 
was larger than a partridge, but the partridge was pre- 
ferred at dinner. 

In a little over an hour we reached Suleim, and the 
Skeikh Abu Shahln met us with the ever-ready Druze 
welcome. The sheikh was very proud of his new house 
which he had built in the flimsy Damascus style. Into 
the walls he had built stones with inscriptions and bits 
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(jf Greek omameiits, as he ii;iively said, to save Englis 
men from ranging through tlie town to look for tliciu. 
On one stone there were the figurea of two aoiiuaLs like 
lions, with wings aud very long necks. They were much tie- 
faced, hut they seemed to have hivd the comitenatices of men. 
North-east of the village there is a fine temple in ruins, 
and hard by the large village cistern. The Dru^e women. 



k 




as they stooped to fill their \w& along the hrink of t 
cistern, appeared from a distance like huge bivtla with 
their long beaks pointing down to tlie water. 
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From Siileiin we struck up the hill to Ka.uawat. The 
country moat pleasantly remiuded us of home, — exten- 
sive cultivatiou aud abundant vegetation, and the whole 
disti-ict wooded like an English jiark. On our left, on the 
curve of the hill, stood "■ Kaitr Mabroom," a round tower, 
the moat conspicuous artificial object in the whole landscape. 
We crossed a mountain stream opposite the Kasr Mabroom, 
and close to the ruined base of another round tuwer. 




I 



We now ascended among the evergreen "oaks of 
Bashan," doubly pleasing in shade and colour, after the 
dismal and sterile districts which we had been travei'sing. 
Through the breaks in the trees on our left we saw a 
curious ruin, and, after vainly attempting to bring our 
horses up to it, we tied them in the thicket and ap- 
proached it on foot. It was a huge round tower, with 
the side fallen out of it. The stones of which it was 
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hiiiU were diessed, and did uot seem very old ; 

wvru linrd by h niiRilicr of fotitidations of otlier rou 

towi-i-s tliiit Ijftd a very aiKuent look. 

A ciuneidei-nlilu struant flowed dose by tbtute townre, n 
partridgiis rooatud in the OHkit tiinl eovered them. As 
rejiclwd tliu cdgf of tliu wiiiiy on wbicli tlie city xtood, ' 
came uiton other foundHtiuiis of round towers, one 
which, with a little inscription lying besidn it, was twel 
yaitla in diameter. 

The I'UinH of Kanaw4t are umong the most important 
Bashan. and they date from tho early centuries of our ei 
One of tlie earliest iikscriptions in the Haurau is a f rs 
nient (of roiirae rilled from iin older structure) now in tl 
wall of one of tlie ehurehes. In this fragment, Agripj 
Cpresiiraably the elder) reproaches the people for harii 
lived up to that time as if in the dens of wild beasts ; ai 
the reiiiiiiiidLT of the iiisuriittion, which is wanting, i 
doubt called upon them to build themselves hoiisea ai 
live like men. The testimony of Josephus and others cc 
rnborales Agrippa's tablets as to the habits of the peop 
up to that period, and the ruins of private houses, as wt 
as palatial residences, stand as proof that, at that time 
least, they took to building houses. 

From the time of Agrippa to the time of Justinian 
gleam of 8Un«hine fell upon Dasliaji, for to that palii 
period of Konian rule belong all her wondrous monumen 
Before and afler that period, dark and troublous tim 
were the portion of Baslian. But a wave of prosper! 
then passed over the land, leaving behind it monumer 
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which, in the grace and grandeur of their massive ruins, 
have been attributed to tlie giants by travellers of the 
nineteenth century. 

This ruin has been hastily identified as the Kanath of 
the Bible ; but the theory is one that must be thrown 
down. There is little in the Bible about Kanath, but that 
little goes to prove that it could not have been at Kan- 
awat. 

When the Manassehites were settling into their posses- 
sions eiujt of the Jordan, " Nobah went and took Kenath, 
and called it after his own name " (Num. xxxii. 42). 
Kanath is but once again mentioned in the Bible (1 (^hron. 
ii. 23) ; but under its changed name, Nobah, we meet it 
again, in connection with other towns which approximately 
fix its location. 

When Gideon pursued the flying Midianites across the 
Jordan, touching Succoth and Penuel in his pui'suit, " he 
went up by the way of them that dwelt in tents on the 
east of Nobah and Jogbehah, and smote the host " 
(Judges viii. 11). 

Now, Succoth, and Penuel, and Jogbehah belonged to 
Gilead (Josh. xiii. 27 ; Num. xxxii. 35), and Jerome 
places Succoth east of the Jordan, opposite Scythopolis,^ 
at the place where Burckhardt found its ruins.^ 

We would thus expect to find Nobah on the east of 
Gilead, beyond the places mentioned in connection with 

1 Jerome ad Gen, 33. 17. 

2 Burckhardt's Travels^ p. 345. Beisau is now finally identified by 
the P. £. F. party as Scythopolis. 
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it, cerUiinly not on a remote mouiit^ii distant from vL 
a mmiili of throe or four d:iyB. But wIk-u we read tl 
" he went up hj the way of them that dwelt ia ttsoU 
Uie L-iLiit of Nohah," we uee from the olighlest koowlec 
of the country that Nobah could uot have been Kanaw 
for the country east of Kanaw&t is mountain, and (u lu 
gone uii by tlie people who dwelt in tenta east of KiuiKw 
Oideoi) muwt have Uiken his noble tliree bundrtnl rou 
iKihind Jel)el ed-I>ruxe, into tlie distant and inhoMpita) 
desert, El-Knu 

We thus see the utter absurdity of identifying Kaiis 
or Ni)l»ah of th« Bible witii the Kaimwat of the Dri 
iiiouiitniu, Kiuiiith must be sought for much neaj 
Gileitd : and it va nf the utmost im[M)rtance, in the int 
estt! of Bibliuul geogniphy, thiit attention should be call 






to fanciful identifioutioiis w)iich have already taken 
recognized positions on the maps. 

I wish to ti-oubli; the reader with as few as possible 
these crude identifications; but I should he inexcusa! 
did I give the approval even of silenue to so niauifes 
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incorrect identifications as those of the Pharpar, Edrei, 
and Kanawat.^ 

There is little doubt that Kanatha, or Kanawat, grew 
into importance as the summer residence of the Roman 
rulers of Biishan. It was the %amiarium of the district. 
Even Florentinus, whose great tomb is at Petra, is sup- 
posed to have had a summer residence at Kanaw&t, and his 
name remains over the door of a private house to this day. 
What Simla is to the English of India, and Blud&n to the 
European resident at Damascus, that was Kanawat to the 
Romans, whose presence brought order and prosperity, for 
the first and last time, to the manifold districts of Bashan. 

At Kanawat they had wooded hill and bracing air and 
ice-cold springs and murmuring streams, and the scene of 
their stewardship spread out before them like an open 
book; and so they builded temples to their gods, which 
were no gods, and when Christianity became patronized 
by the Constantines, they pulled their temples about and 
made them into Christian churches. And they had their 
baths, and their theatres, and their hippodrome, and their 
promenades. And when the city was plucked from the 
feeble grasp of the Byzantines, the blight of Islam, whose 

1 In Roman times there were two cities in Bashan, Kanatha and 
Kanata, and writers have not been sufficiently careful to distinguish 
between them. I have in my cabinet coins of both cities. Kiiuatha is 
Kanaw&t, and Kanata is supposed (Waddington, p. 549) to be Kerah, 
a ruin in the vicinity of Bosra. This Kanata has been pointed out with 
some probability as the Kanatha of the Bible ; but though it answers 
better to the Scripture account of it than Kanaw&t, I believe it is also 
too far distant from the Jordan to be the Nobah, to the east of which 
Gideon went up with his improvised and famishing little troop. 
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genius is destruction, fell upon it, and froBi that peri04 
the- present diiy time and niitu hiive united to make 1 
Iiively town oiu'e move like ii bunnwing-placp of w 





beasts. Their success Im.s been considerable; bafi 
gaze on the aiiy colunuiij liiat proudly lise above the c 
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and stumble over statue and column and capital, and 
listen to the partridge, and see the gazelles roaming 
tamely through the evergreen parks, and drink the crystal 
waters, and then turn to the wondrous landscape, stretch- 
ing away to Jordan, and Ilermon, and Lebanon, we can 
form still a conception of tlie paradise which Roman 
energy and taste created in this mountain dell. 

I was glad the sheikh was not at home, for he was so 
warm a friend of mine that he would certainly have en- 
cumbered us with kindness. Unimpeded by friend or foe, 
we roamed over the whole ruins ; but we were not a little 
surprised to find that all the men carried arms ready for 
use, and wherever we came upon any one suddenly his 
fii-st institict was to gras[) his weapon. 

I returned from my explorations, having sold every book 
I took with me. 

The women are just like tliose we spoke of at Mejdel, 
and they wear an additional red rol)e under the blue one, 
doubtless necessitated by the greater altitude of the vil- 
lage. The horn is more common, and the size and weight 
of the numerous bracelets worn on the same arm are 
more striking. Tlu^y all have a tri(?k of drawing the veil 
that hfings from the horn coquettishly over the face, 
leaving only a little hole for the right eye to peej^ through, 
— a bright eye in a sooty setting. 

The Druze women were all busy, and always busy, 
nursing babies, kneading bread for food or dung for fuel, or 
carrying water in jars, or grinding at the mill, or making 
rays and baskets of straw, or spinning with the distaff. 
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A short distanct! up tin* hill from Kanitw&t we csms 
upon the interesting ruins of Siu. The temple was dedi- 
cated " to oar Lord, King Herod the GreaC and ivaj 
adorned with groups of sculptured hird^ «nd Htiimals. iin<i 
festooned fruits and flowers. Heivid's statue, of which 
one foot remains, was destroyed prohaWy hy the early 
('hristifttis, who Imre no good-wilt to the niui-deii-r of the 
infants. 

This monument to Hemd the Great is exceedinglj 
interesting, when taken in connection with a Htatement bj 
Josephus. Herod commenced the work of civilizatioii in 
Biishiin, and Josephus (Ant. Jud. zvi. 9, 2) t<.tl]); us that 
" he placed three tliouaand Idumeana in Trachonitia, and 
thereljy restmined the robbei-s that were there." On the 
atones aljout there are Idumean inscriptions, mul it has 
lieen plausibly conjectui-ed that Herod placed the three 
tlioiisimd in K;vnaw6t, and that they erected the monu- 
ment of Siii, And this conjecture seems almost certain, 
when we remember how badly the great king's efforts at 
eivili/ing these wild regions were appreciated ; and, indeed, 
so unpopular was he with the people, that a monument 
could only have been erected in his honour in a place pro- 
tected by his gari'ison. 

Descending from Kanawfi,t, we passed one of the love- 
liest ruins in the Hauran. (In a knoll to the right, a 
number of beautiful Connthian columns stand on a raised 
platform, towering over the wooded landscape. Time has 
niiide gaps among them, so that they i^tand charmingly 
uu'jjuliir, like the trees of the field around them. 
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We passed down to Attl tlirougli a lovely wooded coun- 
try, in which every piece of open ground waved with 
luxuriant wheat. Streams niiivmiired between grassy 
margins, and the air was heavy with the seent of haw- 
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thorn and other blossoms, and on tlie grassy slope our 
horses crushed, with iron heel, 

Deep tulips, dashed with fiery dew ; 
Labuniums, Uro]>pin(; wells o£ fire." 

When our minds wandered, led by the association of 
ideas, to the "days that aie no more," we were generally 
abruptly called bnck to the reality of our position by the 
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apj)eai'itiicu of some I'ulliAii niiiuiif^ the trues, bniced In 
antique Annour of bis Imruditury rublter inuo. 

Ill Atfl, thf Hiicioiit Atliiln, tlwri; are two t«inpl«a e 
many iiiscriptioua, one o{ which was Addressed to 
Idumeaii i^od Tbeandriaa, who wns worshipped eUewli 
iu UiU!baii, especially in Boara. Several broken statt 
aoniu of ibem equestrian, are Ijitig about, uud tliei^ in 
Atie budt built into a garden wall. 

Here firet we met the Druzes armed and excited, bu 
yet we did not know the cauBe. A young Ornzu, \ 
wiM once in a Protestant school, recognized me, and 
had II gimd sale of books. 

The wlidlu village ])resfied ii]>oii us mopB fiiiniliai-ly t 
was pleasant, and I found one man whose hand had stra 
into iny pocket. He seemed greatly amused when I as 
him if that was an ordinary custom among them. 

We disi:overed in Alil a wonder such as no trave 
has, I believe, seen in the Hauran since or before. It ■ 
nothing less than r Druze woman reading a book. She ] 
the "notable horn between her eyes," like the other i 
corns, and was sewing with her book propped up bel 
her. The book was a manuscript, written, she .said, h 
Magraby, containing the traditions of the Pharaohs ; 
it was really a miserable work on magic. I could not 
her interested in the Bible, but she bought a copy 
" Henry and his Bearer " in Arabic. 

Here, during a hnlt of an hour, we sold thirtv-tli 
different books; and when we left, an armed Driize 
lowed us for a ti-act, and as he paid for one he suatcl 
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by force Ei-om the colporteur, and ran aw 

unph. 
Attl to Suweideh our path lay for the m 

le Roman road. Nothing in that laud gi 
idea o£ the earnest, stern purpose and i 
old Roman teacliers of order as that road, 
as an arrow over rock and hollow, thro 

Bngth of this dismal land. We passe 

to liave k-en roadside inns at regular i 

road. 
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CHAPTKR XXVII. 




■\^ ZE eiiteretl Snweideh in company with an enorm 
• * flock of little horses returning from their pastu 
My olif friend Waked el-IIumdiin gnve us a moat fathr 
welcome, and his sons looked on our visit as a pleas 
iiieident, B;ishire, our old guide on a former tour, 
grown vei'y fat and puffy since I last saw him, iiiadf 
great fuss over us. and recounted all the fine things 
then said and the wonderful things we did. 

It was arranged that he should give our servants eve 
thing we wanted at a fair price : and he gave lis to und 
stand thill from him wt- could get a list of all I 
Knglishmen who had sponged on the sheikh for the 1 
ten yearn, and of all who honestly paid their way. 

Hashire is a refugee fi-om the Lebanon, where. 
consequence of his great activity in 1800, his head v 
eagerly inquirei! after. We fouiul him a trusty giii. 
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and, like Falstafif, he was the occasion of much wit in 
othei-s, by the wondrous tales he told of himself. 

We read in books of the unfailing loyalty of the Druzes 
to hereditary rank, and the statement sounds patriarchal. 
If it were correct, however. Waked el-Hamdan would 
have been chief of all the Druzes in the Hauiun ; but as 
in other states hereditary claims are set aside for politi- 
cal considemtions and personal fitness, so in the Hauran 
the valiant and turbulent, though plebeian, Atrash family 
had eclipsed the gentle and humane, though princely, 
house of Hamd&n; and at the time of our visit there 
was a radical movement among the Druzes to strip 
Waked of the last remnant of nominal power, and confer 
it on Ibrahim el-Atrash of Kureiyeh. 

Nor was this to be wondered at when we remember 
that the Druzes were engaged in a desperate struggle 
for national existence. On the one hand, they had to 
guard against the encroachments of the Turks, and on 
the other, against the encroachments of the Bedawtn ; 
and occasionally they had a despei-ate war with the 
Christians. In such a state of society the fiercest valour 
is the highest virtue. Waked el-Hamd&n was a tall, 
handsome man, of a most gentle and impressively sweet 
disposition, and his virtues were such as are recognized 
in more tranquil times. 

All points of etiquette complied with, we declined the 
proffered banquet, on the ground that it would take up 
too much of our time, which we wished to spend in 
selling books and seeing the place. The sheikh the 
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mom readily coitseuted to our leRviiig him for A tllM 
some question o£ deep interest was agiuuiiig tliu Dru 
and there were dusty courieiw arriving and frusli cour 
galloping olf. Thei'e was also much whisporing, 
cleaning up of old armour. On our i-eturn to our t 
wc liuard a loud voicu " proclaiming from the house toj 
thv progmiiinitt of the uioirow. Part of t)ie proclamal 
wiu in the acerut language of thu I>ru;;es, and it e)i 
in plain Arable, forbidding, to our Huipriuc, thu depart 
of tliu earavun for Damascus. 

Wv uoiijcctuitid Uie causa of all this, but resolved 
go on with our work, at^king no questions, until evi 
should ri'Vtal tliemaelves. 

We explored the ruins the ntext morning, and foi 
them very extensive, but very much tossed about ! 
crushed into heaiM. The place must have been 
considerable importance in the past as well as iu 
preMeut : and the fact of its not Ijeing mentioned 
history is easily accounted for, on the sup[>osition t 
its name was changed in the early centuries of our 
from Soada to Dionysias, and tlus conjecture recei 
confirmation from the fact that "Smith," in a Greek 
sciiptiou, calls Dionysus the founder of the city.^ 

If it were Dionysias, it had considerable fame, eccl 
astically and otherwise ; but the identification 'i& oul 
plausible theory, awl it ought to remain a theory u 
prooed. Tlie necessity for this last observation will 
pear the more obvious wlieu we remember how xtn 
' WiidiUugtuiL's liucriiiliviis G'reijiici el Ltil/iiM, p. 531. 
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ITauran theories have been already set aside. We were 
assured in books that two Greek inscriptions among the 
ruins of Suweideh had been erected by two companies, 
which were prototypes of our East India and other 
famous companies; but when the inscriptions were care- 
fully examined, they turned out to have l)een no com- 
panies at all that erected tliem, but two historic Arab 
tribes. Nor is it easy to undei-stand how this blunder 
was made, for the Greek word translated "'company" is 
rendered by the word " tribus." 

There was a large population among the ruins, and 
among them some Jews and Christians; but the door was 
effectually closed against missionary operations by late 
impracticable attemptij to open it. 

Waked el-Hamdan was not one of those who " welcome 
the coming and speed the parting guest," and so he would 
not hear of our departure; but we finally succeeded in 
taking leave of the kindly old patriarch and his amiable 
family, and gallo|>ed out of the town to show we could 
ride. 

At first we jmssed among fields with high stone walls, 
and with many bases of round towers here and there, 
seven or eight being in sight at once. Druze women 
were in the fields gathering loads of yellow weeds out 
of the wheat. They all wore horns, and had unusually 
dirty veils thrown over them. They had a very ingenious 
way of getting the loads on their donkeys. They tied up 
one of the animal's legs and threw it down, and having 
rolled the sack of weeds on its back, they tugged at its 
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tail till it gut up. The poor animal iii tiyiiig to rise- 
generally istunibled aud fell twu or tlu-ee times with tlie 
load upon iti bo tliat this system of loading donkeys 
cannot Iw recommended on humane grounds. 

Passing over a hill, we came in sight of Raha, and we 
waw on the lUMiiig gi-onud to the left twenty-three j-oke of 
oxeu ploughing in one field. It was here a eufitom with 
the Druzes to meet together and plough each other's land 
in company. Our way now lay across stony meadows. 
On our left was Kuleib, the pivot, or litth heart, a lofty 
cone at the southern end of the Druze mountain. It 
was once a volcano, and the crat«r is still lying open 
before us. 

The trend of the lava from Kuleib was in a south- 
western direction, and we were anxious to know if the 
basalt stretched any further, and whence came the lava 
which is east of the mountain. Our' curiosity was of 
short duration ; for as we passed cast of the extinct vol- 
cano Kuleib we still found the basaltic lava-bed continued, 
and there were many cones, large and small, with the 
peculiar gash in their south-western sides, and we could 
see clearly that the basalt south-east of Kuleib was trace- 
able to these numerous exhausted volcanoes. 

Following a little stream, we came to a fountain called 
'Aiii Mousa, with a Greek inscription over it, containing 
the name of "Isaac, the jeweller." By the fountain there 
was a shepheid boy playijig on a reed pipe to a flock of 
goats and lambs. The music was of the simplest, there 
being only, as far ius we coulil m,i.ke out, two notes; Itut 
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the boy was so "charmed with tlie sound himself had 
made" that he scarcely noticed us as we passed; and 
never did " high-born maiden in her palace bower " give 
more rapt attention to the strains of some disti-acted lover, 
borne on the midnight air, than did these appreciative 
sheep and goats to the serenade of the modern David. In 
fact, they shut their eyes, and nodded, and rocked from 
side to side, and seemed lulled into drowsiness. 

A little beyond the fountain we entered El-Kufr, 
through high-walled fields, and rode round the town 
before going to the sheikh's house. When at length we 
reached the house, we found a number of Druzes armed 
and in conclave in a large, dark room. One of them, Abu 
All, whom I had once assisted in getting a friend out of 
prison, recounted what I had done, and so I became imme- 
diately a great hero. Abu Ali, however, was sorry he 
could not tell me what all the arming meant, but assured 
me that we were perfectly safe as long as we were among 
the Druzes. 

Having used all the compliments we could think of, 
three or four times over, and a silence ensuing, we 
mounted amidst the most hearty hand-shaking and rode 
away. We then passed through lovely meadows, " o'er 
the smooth, enamelled green," to a wooded upland. 

As I stopped on the knoll waiting for my party in the 
rear, I watched the efforts of a butcher-bird to secure a 
lizard. The lizard was one of the long, yellow kind, and 
several times it escaped from the bird's beak, and made 
for a heap of stones ; but at last the butcher-bird carried 
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it off ill tiiumph iind iiDjiak-il it ou a thoru. There were 
ilifTciieiit kiiids of tiutctkei^biixlti about, and warlilers lliat 
I coiild imt .fee. wliieh sent forth from the Ituzsfavs a strange 
Awcct song; AiiJ Uieru were, iit the oi>eii j>atched amoag tlm 
trct-vt. Hturkit, with HUitcly steps, that had not forgotten 
their Hetiai^ii- 

Wf vj»itcd Hubi&ii to the right on tlie bill, and hiiU 
a niugmficuut viow of the laudscape. We exploi-ed thu 
chui-clies, which were once idol temples, and read tbe 
Grt'ek inscriptious which, even on this wild ;«uiuinit, 
"Smitli" bus left behind him. A cuckoo, a rare bird in 
tlie laud, flew out of the ruined cbui-cb as we entered it. 
The ohui-cti had no othor tenant except the lizard:) on 
the walls. 

The Druzes of Uebifla were by fav the most ruffianly- 
looking set we had seen in tlie Hauran, but they wei^e 
civil to us. I (iliuost shuddered to think of the treatment 
an enemy would meet in that fastness. 

The women were not civil, aud they looked even more 
villiinous than the men. 

From the village we descended a very steep hill, passed 
great dams of yellow wnter, caught from the winter i-ain, 
and proceeded tluough a pathless, stony plain, with abim- 
dauce of grass growing among the stones, hi some of 
the fields I counted over one hundred storks- We passed 
the village Schewet el-Khudr on our left. Khudr is the 
Arabic name of St, George, who was put to death, under 
Dioeletian, at Lydda('0> «ud whose bones rejjosc in the 
Church of St. George at Ezr'a (.*'.)■ Tlie saint is held in 
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the highest veneration by Moslems as well as by Chris- 
tians. They all make pilgrimages to his shrine here, 
and on the 23rd of May they sacrifice a lamb on the 
threshold of the chapel of St. George. 

On our right, over against Schewet el-Khudr, is an 
extinct volcano, called Tell Miriam — the Mound of Mary. 
The evening shadow lay black on the mouth of the crater, 
and brought out its chamcter very distinctly. Here, in a 
lonely spot, we met five armed Druzes, who deployed in 
the most skilful manner as we approached, and yet their 
action was so quiet and natural that one could hardly 
believe they were preparing for defence. One remained 
with the horses, and the others took up positions among 
the rocks, from which it would have been extremely diffi- 
cult to dislodge them. 

We pushed on straight for Orm&n, but from the time we 
came opposite Sulkhad we entered among high-walled gar- 
dens. The walls still stood very high, but the gardens 
were uncultivated. For days we had l)een exploring the 
secret recesses of untenanted houses, but now we entered 
among well-fenced gardens that for ages had known no 
cultivator. For miles and miles we saw the gardens and 
vineyards, from which the vine had disappeared, and the 
silence and desolation were as oppressive tis among the 
homeless houses of the deserted cities of the Lejah. 

I have often said to myself, as I wandered from 
chamber to chamber of some deserted palace, '^This was 
once, probably, the home of some chief, looked up to by 
his neighbours, whose footstep was listened for by wife and 
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children, luul tliere were here tlie thousAtid domestic ties 
tbat biud a m&n to place." But iiow we were passing 
tbroagh deaiiUti.! viiiey»r(ls from winch joy had been taken 
away, and sve saw how lilonilly the judgiiieuts iironoiiniwl 
by Jereiuiiib hud been here fulfiUed : " And joy and ghid- 
\\wis» i» token fiom the pluntiful field, and frtim the hind of 
Monb; luul I }i)ive ciiusud wine to fail from the wine- 
presHcs : none shall tread with shouting" (Jer, xlviii. 33), 

We have now reached the place where I must fulfil my 
promise, and xpeak of the object and uses of the round 
towera that we meet with throughout the Haui-aii ; and the 
plnce it) most fitting, for here every garden has its tower, 
some small, some large, according to the size of the gardens. 

In investigating the unknown, we should alwaj-s proceed 
from the known. The tjuestion then is. Have we anything 
known at present corresixmding to these towers, and have 
we any written notice of such towers? I think 1 may 
answer these questions in the affirmative. I believe that 
these towers corresponded exactly, in use and object, to 
the mantara», or watch-towers, now raised in the phiin of 
Damascus, and elsewhere, wherever crops are raised. 

In the plain of Damascus, for instance, four long poles 
are planted fiimly in the ground in the form of a square. 
Near their tops sticks are fastened across from pole to pole, 
and a large cage is made and covered over, from which one 
or two men watch the ero])s and keep off robbeiu. 

For such uses wei-e the towei-s at Orman ; but they were 
built of stone, the material which was most abundant, and 
such were nearly all the towers in the Hauran. 
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The round tower near Khubah, of which I gave a pict- 
ure, stood not far from a well, and the land around it had 
once been cultivated, and it was doubtless the maritara for 
the bits of garden watered from the well, and for the fields 
round about. 

But the chief key to unlock the secret of these mysteri- 
ous towers may be found in the parable where our blessed 
Lord speaks of a " householder which planted a vineyard, 
and hedged it round about and digged a wine-press in it, 
and huilt a tower^ and let it out to husbandmen " (Matt. 
xxi. 33). To-day, in Syria, every vineyard and garden 
has its tower, l>earing the same relation to the permanent 
structures of the past as does everything modern in the 
land. 

A few round towers were mantaras for beacon lights, 
such as the Kasr Mabroom above Kanawat, and the 
towel's on the hills along the road from Damascus to 
Aleppo. Some square towei*s, where Palmyra influence 
prevailed, were for the bodies of the dead ; but netirly all 
the towers in the land clearly correspond in use and 
object to the tower mentioned in the parable. 

In the neighbourhood of Damascus men sit in these 
mantaras all day, watching a few roods of melon, or a field 
of maize, or a vineyard, and they sleep in them during the 
night; and no doubt these high towers of the Hauran 
were slept in during the summer, and were used as refuges 
in times of danger; but most of those that exist now 
were originally intended as watch-towers. 

But if so, why so many together, as at Kanawat? From 
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tlit'ii- |jositi(iii lit Kiinawat, they witb intended to oc 
iiiuikI the ))lAin aiu) the vitieyardH nn the opposite li 
whiiUi xhnwH nignH nf t«ri-nite(l cultivation, ami from 
spot whtii'ft the toworti Are the wiitL'hmen cnnid hav^ 
bird'e-eye view of every vine mi the hill. Each man w 
hud a vineyard on the hill would have a t«wer fi-oin wh 
to wiitch it; and doubtlesw he and hist family slept th 
during the sunimur mouths. As we culeri'd C>nn 
enoi-moiis docks of sImjc]) were eoiiTCi-ging Ui the vilh 
from nil Hided. 

We received n welcome, unnaually hearty, from \ 
sheikh, llirahtm Nejm el-Atnwh, and the other Druzes » 
reincmlRiriid niv previous visits. The nheikh was a ppl 
(li(l-l 01 iking, big, dark man, about two hundred and eigl 
pounds' weight. He was also a mighty man of valour, :■ 
it was believed that bullets could not pierce him. 
occupied one of the outpost-s of the Drupes, and bad 
lH.')ir the fust shock of Ar.dt iuvasinu. He bad a lai 
body of Druzes under hi.s comniaud. and they were 
well armed, and near!}- all well mounted. 

In the autumn of 1810, Rurckbardt visited Orman s 
found it uninhabited. At the time of my visit it hai 
large Druze population, chiefly made up of men who 1 
l>eeu civilized off the l.ebanon. and whose interest it is 
be far from the government; and Nejm el-Ati-ash ru 
as supremely in this cave of Adullam. over his outlaws. 
David did over bis mid following. 

riie sheikh and bis son, and their retainers, visited 
tciit after diuuer. Thuy examined all our boc 
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and for hours we read to them portions of the New 
Testament. We were much impressed with their intel- 
ligence, and especially with their knowledge of foreign 
politics. 

Next morning we returned the visit, and found the 
sheikh sitting in the gate, surrounded by all liis followers. 
The news that disturbed the Druzes on our path had 
arrived, and a council of war was being held. The sheikh 
rose and met us, and took us to the guest-chanilier, a large, 
loAV-roofed house, once a church, erected from material 
rifled from other buildings. 

The roof was supported on two sets of heavy arches, 
and stone rafters laid across from arch io arch formed the 
roof. Light was admitted onl}'^ by the chimney and door, 
and served to make the darkness visible. The roof wiis 
ebon black, ebon stalactites seemed to hang from the 
rafters, and the chamber was sombre in the extreme. 
Crowds of Druzes sat around in the thick darkness. Two 
Christian alt4irs, with Christian emblems and inscriptions, 
stood in the middle of the floor, having probably never 
been removed from the building since the time it was a 
Christian church. We had first, as in all other places, to 
go through the ordeal of waiting for and drinking coffee, 
in a becoming manner. 

The ceremony was worthy of a sketch, especially as 
modern civilization had never yet affected the st<?reotyped 
customs of this remote village. My companion was deci- 
phering a Greek inscription on one of the altars in the 
floor, 80 that I was able to take accurate note^s of the 
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i'off(>e*iiiakiiig;, tliu Druzes thinking that I was writi 
tlitf inscription to dictation. 

T!ie oiHtrator, a thick-lipped Ahyssiniiiii, sat tUn 
eviduiiHy deeply impressed with the iiiipoitrtiiee of 
iip^riitirm lie wns about to coiiimeiice. 

Ho tli-Ht look a handful of small green coffoe-ben 
frotii a sooty bag, and put them in an iron pan ti'tCt 
long iron handle, which he lield over the lire In 4 
middle of the floor, stirring the ben-ies till tluiy wi 
hmwn (not black). Then he put them into a wooc 
mortar, beautifully carved, and with a long wooden si 
ilarly-carved pestle he po'inded them to the tune 
rat-c-tat"tftt. The music wns so impressive that every r 
listened in deep silence, iind with fallen under lip. 1 
bloke the berries fine, but did not pound them into du 
and he emptied them into a very grimy pot, which 
placed nn the fire in the centre of the chamlter. 

Wiien the coffee had boiled a little, he took six cii 
poured a little water into one of them, and held it, w 
his fingers out*iide the cup and his thumb inside, a 
dexterously turning it rubbed the bottom all round w 
his thumb. He then poured the wat«r out of the c 
into another, and so on till the last. 

Then he emptied a little coffee into the first cup, y'wm 
it, and emptied it into the second, and so on till he rint 
with coffee all the cups. These rinsings are not tliro 
away, but poured back into a pot of second-quality cof 
for the common guests, lie had now reached the climi 
when he solemnly poured out ii little coffee into c 
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number one, and bravely drank it off, to show it wfw not 
poisoned. He then filled the six little cups, which were 
as large as egg cups, about half full, and they were 
gravely handed round. 

When we had finished, we handed our cups back unto a 
brass tray, and the slave instantly covered them with his 
hand, that no one might know whether we trusted our 
host by drinking or only pretending to drink; and we, 
having laid down our cups, made graceful bows to our 
host, accompanied with our sweetest smiles and a stereo- 
typed expression. 

Before the coffee ceremony was over, we had become so 
accustomed to the darkness that we could see the outlines 
of the Druzes, who sat in concentric circles around the 
room. And what a thrilling picture might have been 
made of the dark room by the genius of a Rembrandt ! 

The sheikh, who had never learned the art of " honeying 
at the whisper of a lord," and who feared no potentate, 
publicly announced to us the cause of the excitement. 

The government of the Ilaunin had resolved to levy a 
new tax on the Hauran. The governor had assembled 
the sheikhs of the villages and proceeded to value the 
land. The people had risen in their wrath and slain two 
of the sheikhs, and the governor had saved himself by 
flight. The people then wreaked their vengeance on any 
emblems of Ottoman rule they could find. They tore 
down fourteen miles of the telegraphic wires, and all the 
officials fled for their lives. The government had ordered 
up cannon and troops, and threatened vengeance, and the 
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lliiuiiiiiui.-s rcj>li«d tliiit un tlit; 14th of April UlOfHr 
lenvo the Ilaumii en ma»*e. 

Tile slieikli tlieu pointed to liie messenger who 
lirought tile roport, mid wound np a calm stntemei' 
fiicts by a few impassioned, burning sentence*: " 
quarrel of tlie Iliiumn in our quarrrl. If tlioy tax tl 
tlioy will also tax lis. The government does nothiii; 
us — does not defend us from the llcdawln — does 
make roails for us; and having driven us from our fitti 
homes in Lebanon, they now follow us into this dc 
that we have reclaimod by our industry and defend ' 
oiir lives. Shall nur children be as cmelly wronged ai 
liiivf ljei.-n? Nn. my childi'i^n 1 We will unite with 
!tiiffering breLhten in the Haman. We must nieut 
enemy on the threshold before !« enters our bari 
With a righteons cause, and God on our side, we an 
vincible." We inquired no preternatural perceptioi 
see that the sheikh .spoke the sentiments of everj- 
[present. 

(.)f nil wbii beiinl the sheikh's declaration we were, 
liiips. the mo(*t annoyed, for we had resolved to re 
home through the dii^ttict that had Itecome disturbed, 
offer our books at every village. At Orni&n 1 ni< 
Drnze teacher fi-om Mount Hennun, who long ago c 
to me and professed to be a Christian. He ga\'e m 
iiiitobiography, showing by what proeesaeii of thought 
education he had become a Christian. Chiefly thrc 
the influence of Ibis mail we were enabled to sell i 
books in Ormfin than at any other village. 
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Ormaii is the Ultima Tliule of travellers in the Ilaiiran, 
but most of them wisely content themselves by looking at 
it from the castle of Sulkhad. It was with no ordinary 
pleasure and surprise that we heard there was an in- 
habited city two houi-s east of Orman in the desert. We 
rejoiced that the " Handbook '' knew nothing of the city, 
and we resolved to become discoverers ourselves, wliatever 
might l)e the result. 

We sprang to our liorses with some of the feelings of 
Columbus when he started on his great voyage of dis- 
covery. We brought with us a mule, with luncheon and 
books, — all good generals think of the commissariat, — 
but we soon vanished from the sight of the muleteer, riding 
into the unknown desert, and we did the whole distance 
in half tlie prescribed time. 

The morning mirage lay all about, exaggerating every 
little ruin into "giant cities" and "donjon-keeps,'' and 
we felt the spirit of exaggeration creeping upon our- 
selves — that spirit whicli generally enters into a man 
in the Ilauran. On our right, on dist^mt hills that bor- 
dered the horizon, were many ruins, and a few on our 
left also. We stopped occasionally in our headlong 
career " to take a round of anijlen^^^ but it wjis only for a 
moment, for we had ceased tamely to follow in the foot- 
steps of others, and we had become discoverei-s ourselves. 
Our pace for the future would only be "a hand gallop," 
and woe betide any luckless Arab tribe that might cross 
our track! 

At last a town rose up before us, in the mirage larger 
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than Palmyra. Oii we «inuivd tiereely, tuit) fivt' 
towers (like tliose at Pnlmyr.i') came safely out ol 
tiiirago and sUxkI majeHtioally aigiind on the oi^ > 
The walls were high, but there were bi-eaches in 
here and there ; and there was much ai>pareiit \. 
about the city, and over twii'nty yoke of oxen 
jiloughing ill the suburbs. The name of the place jpi 
to be Melah es-Sarr&r. 





CHAPTER XXVIir 



TT 7E completed our exploration of Melah es-SariS,!" in 
• ' u spirit of liigli- wrought enthusiasm. We found 
it an irregular square, surrouuded by high walla partly 
in ruins, with great towers in the walls, in some places 
grouped two and two, and over sixty feet high. They 
i-e»embled the toweit) of Palmyra, but contained no loculi 
for bodies. Five of these high towers were in a good 
state of preservation, three more were in a tolerable state, 
and there were foundations of several others in different 
quarters. 

The ruins were wonderfully crushed together, and 
" battered by the shocks of doom," Some of the ruins 
had very lofty doors, and there were a number of very 
high arches standing among the ruins, tlie object of 
which it is difficult to conjecture. On many of the 
lintels we saw Greek crosses, and we copied eight 
Greek inscriptions, one of them dedicated to Dusares, 
a deity much worshipped in Basban. 
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Tim tuwL hUiiiIh ill llic; uiidst of 11 liii't^' cuIIivaUmI 
jiUin, whicli, when looktd at homoiiUUy, seems oue 
flat of gR'y stones, but when you ride tliiougU it yon 
tiiid tliat lUl the xtoiu'H are locwe, and that the aoil 
among tlieui in all cultivated. Owjug to tliu altitude 
of the ]>lain, thoy were still ploughing and sowing a 
little on the lllh of April. Ki-oni one of tlje towers of 
MeUh ex-Saniii' wu counted foui-ttiuii otiier ruintt in 
Right, and most of them iuLal>il«d. Oa tlie top of a 
hill, due east, slauda a very conspiououtt niin, Deir e»- 
Kosara, tht; convent of the Christians, which is said, I 
hope truly, to Ix) tiie last ruin in thai diivi'tton. 

A large number of Druzes and some Christians 
huirowetl among the ruins of Melah es-Sariar. Their 
slicikh was Ilusein Abu JVIuhammed, a son of Nejm, 
sheikh of Oriiiaii. Ilusein was not so big as his father, 
hilt reseiiiblL'd him very much, and was exceedingly 
hiindsomi! and guntlomiuily. From him we learned that 
the ruin was visited thivu years previously. We con- 
jectured riffhlly that it must have been by the indefati- 
gable Wiiddiiigton, but we were very much chagrined 
when we found that we could not have even this little 
corner Iteynml the bounds of civiliziition exclusivelj' for 
our own cxplonition. Immediately the glory began to 
fade from colossal tower and massive ruin, and we 
put the whole tiling down as late Roman — in fact, 
Byzantine.' 
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And rightly, too, for one of the Greek inscriptions dates 
from the middle of the seventh century ; and the names of 
places, such iis Deir en-Nasara and Imtun el-Khudr, show 
that the region attained to eminence during the time that 
Christianity, victorious, was becoming degenerate. 

While we were seated in the guest-chamber with the 
sheikh and his people, two Arabs arrived, wlio were a won- 
derful contrast to the Druzes. They had on them the left- 
off habiliments of the Jebusites, and tliey entered the 
chamber as if going to execution. They cast quick, furtive 
glances at everybody, without being able to meet any one's 
look in return. Their voices, a kind of glugging bark, 
seemed borrowed from the camel, and appeared to sound 
up out of their boots. They were salt-smugglers from the 
Jowf. 

There are fine beds of salt at Jerud and Palmyra; but 
a few years ago the Turks declared the salt to be govern- 
ment property, and forbade any one to carry it away on 
pain of severe punishment. Tiiey did not, however, bring 
it to the cities themselves, and so tlie price of salt rose 
enormously without any one gaining advantiige from the 
high price ; and so, while enormous piles of salt, like a 
frozen sea, lay uselessly at Jerud, a day's journey from 
Damascus, these creatures were engaged in smuggling it 
from the distant Jowf. They entered in the most thievish 
and sheepish manner, and as soon as they were seated they 
wei*e presented with a bronze basin of water, of which they 
drank enormously. The Druzes seemed to look upon 
these Arab guests with good-natured contempt; and I 
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liave DO doubt the ariatocrats of tbo desert look down 
turn upon tho Di'uzes as upon a plebeian race. 

We wlurned past Onnftu. wbere we waved an adiei 
the sbeikli ck pasgant, iiud, joining some men \rbo v 
wailing for our protection on the road, we procee 
through a fenced counti-y to Sulkb&d, whei-e we pitc 
our tent for the night. 

Sulkhfi.d is doubtless the Satohab of the Bible, one of 
northern boundaries (Dent, iii, 10) of the kingdom of 
We found the name in a, Nabatbean inscription on 
front of a church now used as a dwelling-bouse, but 
Arabic name is sufficient of itself to settle tbe identi 
tion of tbe place. 

Sulkli&d is a large Druze village containing, accon 
to liiirckhanlt, eight hundred bouses. The town is * 
ated on the south-eaateiii base of a conical hill which 
once a volcano. A niagniliceut castle now stands on 
very cmter of tbe volcano, and tbe scorife, or volcanic 
ders, are Ij'ing about. The castle is Saracenic, and tbe w 
are full of Greek inscriptions rifled from other buildingi 

The chief budding in SulkbM is the mosque, whic 
made up of beautiful odds and ends from temple i 
cliurch and nhop. 

Tlie ix)of is supported by nineteen arches, wbich rest 
buttresses built of square stones. Light is admit 
tlirougb windows of beautiful patterns worked in sU 
and tbe roof is composed of long stone rafters, reach 
from arc 1 1 to arc.b. 

Five of the arches in a corner are walled off for the set 
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meeting-place of the Diuzes, It must be a sombre assem- 
bly-room, for it has no windows, except a few pigeon-holea 
among the stoneii. Aeioss the court from the mosque, 




there is a beautiful minaret, standing alone, with a belt of 
wbit£ stone round it alwut balf-waj uii, and on the belt a 
Kufic inacription, dating from a.d. 1224, 
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Streeti! of shojis Ii« open und imuiieO, Liutaliovr many 
tiigiiH of wear and nccujiation. A Urge iiumbex of houses 
in the village have been repaired, and are now occupied. 
The pliice was almost unoccupied when vi»ited hy Burck- 
hardt ; but the tux-gatherers, and the niouey-lendeis, himI 
other uivillKiiig agencies have driven whnle colonies of 
the Di-uzes from the Lelmnun to these distant and con- 
genial regions. 

The Sheikh Muhammud et-Atrash was absent, for 
troublous times had urrivfd. and the turbulent spirits 
were up luid moving. I shall never, however, foi'get the 
circiunstJiiiL'tja under which he received us o\\ my firsl 
visit to SulkhSd. We arrived after dark, and pitched our 
tent in a tempest of rain. The sheikh sent for us, and 
when we entered his large guest-chamber, we found it 
[Ktcked full of HediUvin. They were the Isai, who had 
nuulc an onslaught that djvy on the Ma'ajal, and had been 
victorious. 

We had at last ])efore us an Arab army, and an Arab 
army Jluslied with victory. Their spears were yet red, 
and they had the trophies of war with them, — thirteen 
mai-es, ninety camels, and forty guns. The rain had 
driven theni to seek shelter in the sheikh's house, and he 
was ))reparing tlienr a feast. A gi-eat fire was blazing in 
the middle of the floor, and tongues of flame licked the 
stone ceiling. The smoke was thick and bitter, but we 
bore it for sake of the heat, ;is our clothes were drenched 
througli and through. 

The dinner could not have been much more savage, and 
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yet there was order. A brass tmy, seven feet in diameter, 
was carried in by four men, and placed in the middle of 
the floor. On the tray was a great heap of bunjal — 
crushed wheat, boiled. A number of sheep had been 
cooked together outside in a large cauldron, and two men 
carried in a pot full of gravy, which very much resembled 
coal-tar, and poured it over the heap of burgaL My friend 
naively suggested, " Tiiat is the snowy pyramid we read 
of in the guide-book " ; and we held our breath for fear 
we should be invited to begin. 

The animals were torn up, each into four pieces, and 
built up round the '^ snowy pyramid." 

The sheikh, when everything was ready, mounted a 
Christian altar, which stood in the corner of the room, and 
calling out rapidly twenty or thirty names, the men 
rushed forward as they heard their names and attacked 
the pyi-amid. Each caught up a handful of bunjal^ and, 
rolling it up in a ball, put it into his mouth, and then, 
tearing a handful of the flesh from some quiveiing limb, 
put that in also. Wiien these had fed noisily for about 
five minutes, they suddenly fell back into the outer dark- 
ness, and another relay advanced at the word of command, 
with l)are, black arms and hungry eyes. 

There seems to be this broad difference between an 
Arab feast and a civilized feast: with civilized people 
tliere are courses of dishes, but with the Arabs the men 
form the courses. And so they advanced, course after 
course, at the word of command, till, with the seventh 
coui-se, my muleteers advanced, according to their rank. 
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und fell with grciit fury — for it was Lent, and they bau 
Iwen fasting — on u great heap of bare bonea and greasy ftwr- 
gixl. Tiiorc wna a uuunje lowL^r still ; to ttie last the guests 
advanced with the same hungry look of desperate determina- 
tion. When the men had all feasted tho remains of the 
feaat wei-e carried ofif and thrown in a heap for the women. 

We left Snlkhfld tor Kureiyeh by the Kojnau road, and 
after a short time, fearing tliat we had missed the turning 
to the light, some of our party i-ode off in search of it, 
and thus our cavideiide got divided. Wo soon grew 
nervous for the safety of our companions, who were 
straiigei's in the country, aud started off to look for them, 
ftnd so we wandered about looking for each otlier in vain ; 
nor w;is our anxiety diminished by the fact that armed 
bands of wild-looking men were riding through the land, 
and firing off their guns. Our muleteei-s, who had been 
stealing some growing wheat for their mules, came up 
breathless, having been chased by "fourteen men" with 
guns, — i>erhaps there were four! 

At last, weary of climbing over the billows of a rocky 
ocean, we left our errant companions to their fate, and 
struck right across the hills for Kureiyeh. About one- 
third of the soil was under cultivation, with the stones 
piled up in cairns. We started a veiy small black hare 
and two foxes, and we saw swarms of partridges and 
storks. The small birds were chiefly wheatears and 
Persian larks, which screamed a great deal, but had little 
music. Tlie ground was covered with hyacinths, white 
daisies, and beautiful dark irises. 



PALMYRA AND ZENOBIA. 349 

We hurried on and reached the brow of a hill, and to 
our inexpressible relief saw our lost party riding up 
before us into Kureiyeh. We had crossed each other, but 
how, we could not explain; no doubt we went up the 
furrow of one wave, and they came down the furrow of 
another. 

We entered Kureiyeh in company with a shepherd, and 
found that Ibrahim el-Atrash and most of the important 
Druzes of the place had gone off to Damascus to try to 
ward off the coming struggle. We made a hasty survey 
of the place, and passed on to Bosra. 

At first the ground was very stony. By-and-by the 
stones were gathered out of the fields, and gave place to 
cultivation; and the latter part of our way was through 
a broad wavy sea of wheat, with ruins standing up here 
and there like black islands. The ruins of Bosra stood 
up massively before us, and we entered the city, passed a 
large tank built of cut stones, just as the setting sun 
flung back a golden good-bye to capital and spire of 
Grecian column and Saracenic minaret. 

Bosra was just what we expected it to be, a splendid 
city in ruins, — palaces, castles, theatres, baths, temples, 
colonnades, triumphal arches, churches, and mosques, all 
magnificent, and all in ruins. Bosra was the greatest 
city in Bashan at the period when Roman rule was leaving 
its impress upon the land. From the castle we could see 
the true evidences of Bosra's greatness in the numerous 
Roman roads that converged to the city from north, 
south, east, and west. In whatever direction we looked, 
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placed ill the walls with the ends out. They also contain 
numerous Greek and Latin inscriptions, generally placed 
with the wrong side of the inscriptions uppermost. Tiio 
walls of the castle, however, were built round a Roman 
structure, prolxvbly a similar castle, iis they contain a 
Roman theatre in a good state of preservation. " Smith " 
was busy in Bosi-a, and he has left engraven on stone over 
four hundred lines of Greek and Latin inscriptions, the 
earliest of which date from the second century of our era. 
In one of these we find that the worship of Dusares, whose 
name we met elsewhere, was still practised in the middle 
of the sixth century. On a marble column in the great 
mosque there is one most interesting Greek inscription, 
contained within two circular lines. It begins thus: " In 
the name of our Saviour Christ," etc. It is not without 
pain that one thus meets the name of Christ as one among 
many deities of a bygone worsliip. 

In the mosque of Bosni, which Burckhardt says "is 
certainly coeval with the first era of Mohammedanism," 
we see a characteristic s^^ecimen of Moslem architecture 
in its palmiest days; and in front of the mosque there are 
the dtxkakin^ or little arched shops, which the Moslems 
built on the sites of Roman boulevards, and in Avliich they 
squatted beside their piles of wares, and swore and cheated 
as they do to-ilay in Damascus. 

By the side of this specimen of Moslem architec- 
ture there are fragments of architecture from the 
best days of the Roman dominion. There are columns 
towering above the ruins to a height of forty-five feet, 
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and, in particular, there aie •■ the four large Corinthriin 
columns" referred to by Bui-ckhai-dt as "equalling in 
iH'auty of execution the finest of those at Baalbec or 
Pill myra." 

To show a line cultivated taste, we should say here, as 
111 Haalbee, Palmyra, and elsewhere, "Yea, yes, very fine, 
but too florid for correct taste ! " 

Evidently we liavo not yet acquired correct taste, for to 
us these columns, in the wilderness of ruins, seem wonder- 
fully perfect and surpassiiigly lovelj'. What adds to tlie 
marvellous effect of the columns is the miiVtg4 manner 
in which they are placed. They stand at irregular 
distances from each other, and it does not uppcar. from 
anything we can see, that they have ever had any con- 
nection wi£ti any other building. 

The cathedral clmrch of Bosra,' which was built early 
in the sixth century, is a fine specimen of Christian archi- 
tecture. 

It has a general resemblance to the church of St. 
Geoi'ge in Zerd, but is much larger and finer. A few 
traces of fresco are still seen on the walls, but there is 
suflicient to show the idolatrous ehaiacter of Christianity 
in Bosra in the sixth century. It would be an instruc- 
tive chapter that would show how the corruptions of 
the Christian church prepared the way for the triumphs 
of Islam. 

We spent the first jiiglit in Bosra in trying to keep the 

' Tills N Uio olmrL-h of ilir> iimnk llnlicira, who was believed lo have 
cuaclipd up Muhmiiiiit'il in Biblical liistory. 
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tent over us, for a terrible hurricane swept over the plain, 
and seemed to mingle heaven and earth in one great dust 
cloud. Tlie sand was blown into every place, into our 
mouths and noses and down our throats, and when we 
attempted a tea breakfast we had to hold the palms of 
our hands on the mouths of the cups to keep out the dirt. 

Sunday morning broke red and lowering through the 
dust cloud, reminding me of a morning in the Mediter- 
ranean after a tempestuous night. The city enjoyed its 
Sabbath. Doubtless, once there was the roar of Sabbath 
desecration in this great centre, but at the time of our 
visit it was as quiet as the grave, — in fact, it was the 
huge gi'ave of a great, proud, luxurious city. 

The captain of the garrison in the ci\stle, spying our 
tent among the ruins, sent us word that we must remove 
our tent into the castle, jvs the country was in such a dis- 
turbed state that he could not be accountiible for our 
safety beyond the walls of the castle. We felt that to 
erect our tent in the castle would entirely interfere with 
our chief object, and so, resolving to look out for our own 
safety, we pitched it in a green field, sheltered by a large 
building with a curiously-arched roof. 

We proceeded, however, to the castle, where we found 
the captain, a handsome young Syrian, drilling his men, 
and preparing for defence. He had two guns drawn up 
at the entrance, where there w%is a guard suflicient to pre- 
vent a surprise, and in case of the ai)proacli of a large 
force, to close the huge door. At all the weak points he 
had sentinels, and watchere on the high towers. 
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Tilt) captain conducted ita U> the coninuincLiiil, wlinm 
vm fouml Mill in bed. II» wsui a tjiiiciil liU}t.' Turk, wJtll 
iKiiiiIy lugs, and a nase like the scabbard of a IVr«ian sutnii- 
tur. He oocHpied a little ruinous eham)K;i' at tlio highest 
rointir of the oastle, near the flupstaff. Over Hm cdiUiks 
iind holes iu the walls hit* or the llUiMraltil X,ondm 
Nni'it \i;ul Intel! pasted, serving an windows, but the rio- 
luMiAo of the 8t«^nm had blown them nil away. 

On a straw mat in the corner, this little Turkish officer 
had his " shakii-down," consisting of a few sheepskins and 
two Itthafm or quiltt stuffed with wool or cotton. 

rontrary to our wishes, we wci"u obliged to enter the 
room before) the little man had jjot into his enormous 
tronsoi'H ; but without betraying any secrets o( tbe 
chamber of rest, I am free to express ray opinion that such 
aleeiiiug arrangements ought to be conducive to early 
rising. Tlie little man was delighted to see us, and a 
letter from the Willi, which 1 presented to him, lie placed 
nn his head, to show his reverence for the authoiity behind 
it; but he was in a most uncomfortable stat« of mind, for 
the people of the Hainan liiul threatened to abandon their 
bcmies on the morrow, if the government persisted in their 
demands. 

Ite declared that they were in a state of siege, and thai 
for the bust two weeks all their letters to and from Damas- 
cus had been intercepted, and ho feared that the people 
of the lliuiran might converge on the Turkish garrison at 
IJnsra, He said he would not Itc surprised to see thirty 
thousand or fifty thousand armed men appear around the 
castle at any moment. 
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We asked if he would be able to defeud himself, and if 
the garrison would be able to hold out, and he only 
answered with Turkish passivity and helplessness, '' Alhih 
karfm" (God is honourable). 

In contrast with the commandant, the captain was full 
of confidence and energy. He had been indefatigable the 
last fortnight in trying to make soldiers of the garrison, 
and now he was waiting watchfully for the shock. A 
battle was expected that day at Mezareeb, and they were 
listening for the sound of the guns. The wildest rumours 
were afloat, and the officers assured us that we must not 
think of leaving for three or four days, as a hundred horse- 
men could not guard us beyond the walls of the city. 
This news was most disappointing, for we had resolved to 
strike across the desert by 'Um el-Jen)al (Beth-Gam ul) 
to Es-Salt, but the disturbances rendered such an enter- 
prise out of the question. 

We spent an uncomfortable day at Bosra, and wandered 
over miles of ruins as far as Bab el-Howa, the Gate of 
the Wind. Wherever we went, we were dogged by tall, 
sooty-looking men, with long hair and big clubs. We 
kept our eyes upon them, and they kept at a respectful 
distance from us. Beyond the walls of the city proper, 
the suburbs extended far into the plain, as may be seen 
from the numerous foundations ; but the houses seemed 
to have been very small, and the streets very narrow, 
both within and without the walls. 

We spent a long and peaceful time in the ruined 
mosque, which had only one entrance, and we felt as- 




Chnstiiins bearing the "liery crosy" through the laud 
(or their local mastere. 

As we left the mosque a druniming sound at a litUi 
distance attracted- our attention. I saw tliat an nttnclg 
was about to be made upon us, and I directed my com 
piinioii to slip quietly down a bituk way to our 
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and leave me to deal with the mob. As I approached the 
angle near the four columns, I saw a crowd of eight or ten 
stalwarts hurrying to intercept me, and, as I could not 
run past them, I husbanded all my strength to meet them. 

They quickly surrounded me, and demanded my money. 
I told them who I wjis, not an ordinary traveller, but a 
missionary, and that I had books for them, if tliey would 
come to my tent; that I liad no money to give away, and 
that I would not give them any if I had. 

I was standing on a high bank, with my back to a wall, 
and they were all below me, and thus I kept them at bay 
for a few minutes. At hist the leader of tlie party seized 
me by the throat, but instantly lie fell rolling like a 
bundle to the bottom of the bank. The thing was so 
instantaneous that the whole party seemed stunned and 
paralyzed, and I walked quietly away. I moved off in 
such a manner that I could see the mob, without seem- 
ing to do so, as the eye takes in a wide angle. As I 
turned the corner of a ruin, I saw tluit they had collected 
their thoughts, and were gathering stones and starting in 
pui"suit of me. Having got round the corner, I mn 
straight for the tent, and with more than my old college 
pace, I was soon clear of my pui^iuei-s. 

The Turkish officers visited our tent in the evening, and 
the watchers were still looking towards the west from 
the towers. Two or three alarms had been given during 
the day, when a band of Arabs hove in sight on the 
horizon ; but through the long day of suspense no trust- 
worthy news had reached them. 
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'I'hey urged w-a to i-entiiiii. a^ it waji iiiipossibltt lo depmt 
i[i liafely; and when we assured thum that we would go if 
there were fifty biUtles being fought, tliey iusialed that we 
sbuuld take twelve men as a guard, led by one of theinselve-s. 

I verily believed thftt the little Turk wanted to esca]ic 
with U3 to DaniiDieus. We protested in vain, and twelve 
men were told off to accompany us in the morning. We 
»[>ent another sleepless night in Bosra, disturbed, however, 
hy no sound except tliat of the horses cruinpitig tbeir 
barley, and my companion quoting agaiu and again the 
Homeric couplet, as rendered by Tennyson, — 
" And cliuiiipiijg golden grniii, the horses sUiod 
Hard by tlieir chariots, waiting for the dawn." 

Tlie dawn at but came, and while the morning star 
" blazed in the forehead of the morning sky," we gave the 
soldiers the slip, and started for the Druze mountain. 

On the pi-evious year we went straight from 'Ary to 
Mezareeb, through a wondrous plain of wheat. On our 
left, behind and before, the sea of wheat sti-etched away 
to the distant hills. When, a few days before, we had 
looked down from Jebel el-Kuleib we saw what seemed 
to be little lakes of blood among the wheat. 

We concluded it was some phenomenon produced by 
the setting sun and the mirage, but as we passed along 
we found that wherever there was a break in the wheat 
the ground was all ablaze with scarlet poppies. 

In working our way over the hill to Kefr el-Laha, we 
were in doubt about the way, and I struck off to the 
right to look for the road. Passing over a little hill, a 
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solitary Druze saw me, and rushed straight at me. He 
had an ox-goad — a long pole tipped with an iron spike 
— in his right hand, and as he came up close to me he 
snatched a dagger out of his belt. 

According to this man's idea, the battle of Mezareeb 
had been fought, and the Turks had been beaten, and I 
was one of the Turkish officei*s escaped thus far, — a 
fugitive to be promptly despatched. I had a good idea 
of what these men are, on their native mountains, when 
their blood is up. With head thrown back, and eyes 
flashing, he bounded up to me like a strong bull of 
Biishan. He was confounded by my laughing at him. 

"' Don't you see I am an Inglizi ? " I said to him, with 
a laugh. 

His whole demeanour instantly changed, and from 
being one of the most heroic of men, he became a 
quiet-looking old patriarch, about sixty years of age or 
more. He inquired eagerly if I had heard how the 
battle went; but he was incoherent, and so confused 
that he sent us on the wrong way. At last we entered 
Kefr el-Laha at a sliarp gallop, and the sound of our 
horses' feet brought tlie Druzes out of their assembly- 
room, swarming like wasps when their nest is touched. 

Nothing worse happened than a kiss from the sheikh. 
We rushed at each other, placed our two hands on the 
front of each other's shoulders, and reached our heads 
over each other's shoulders as if we were kissing some 
one behind each other's backs. Thus we did not in 
reality kiss, we only fell on each other's necks. 



■ 




^H 




^1 


■ 364 PALMYRA AND ZENOBiA. ^| 

H From Kcfr el-Lalm wo might have proceeded W ^^^l 
H direct route to Damascus. la a few hours we should ^^k 

■ huve reached Shuhbsi, the inicieiit PhilipiJOpoUa, h city ^| 

■ which gave to Rome the Emperor Philip the Arabian, ^H 
P and gave to the Druzes the princely Koi-eish dynasty of ^| 

Shehfib. Shiihba ciintaiua many evidences of ita former ^| 
greatiieau. Templus and columns and ruins of palatial ^H 
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mildings abound, and on the ridge is a theatre wel 
ireserved. The place is well deserving of a visit, an( 
an the straight way ttt Damascus tbere are many othe 
nteresting scenes and ruins; hut I had been over the 
oute previously, and so we proceeded to Rimet el-Loh 
vith intent to cross tlie Lejidi from east to west. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 



A T Ritnet el-Lolif we found the Drnzes as usual in 
^*^ conclave in their dark assembly-room. Sheikh 
Akiizfn accompanied us round the town, nnd pointed out 
to U9 all the antiquities of the place. These comprise a 
Christian church in ruins, a square mortuary tower alwiut 
twenty feet high, and a numl)er of inscriptions in Greek, 
Latin, and Nabiithean. 

The sheikh, after having shown us all he had to show, 
returned to hia assembled brethren, and I started for a 
more thorough exploration of the village alone. As I 
passed the two reservoirs of Ihe village I asked a drink 
from some Druze women, who were tilling their jars, 
Biid they immediately became very talkative, and asked 
questions much faster than I could answer them. The 
first question generally asked by the women is, — 

"Rave you entered t/m ivorhi?" which means, "Are 



you married ? 



>The wallets at the funeral of nn uninanied man make 
UUereit plaint, "Ma dakbal cd dunya" ("He had 
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Tlien they no mo through my calet^lusn 

e<tl<nir of ray wife's skin, whethpr or iinl Aw wore liag 
iu her mew. ami if hhe had any Iwiys, tliv qitestioi 
ni-nrvstt the hearts of the-se SpxitAn mntheis. Wlic 
tht-y n»ke<] if it wha true that with ils the women nile 
l)u< ntft>, I giiv« nn eviuiire annwer, and pnsaed on fan 
my hnniod cal«chiser8. 

Whilv cxphiring art extensive priviite ruin. I drappfl 
down thro»);li a lireak in thv Ktoriu roof, and Tannd 1 
tny axtiinifthment that I lta<l fri^^hluned a family liRH 
their aupijur. Fancy a lunn drojiptug through jM 
reiling wheu you arc all iit xujipcr, and you will not \ 
tiin'imHed to hear tliut I was nsceivt-d with a slony stan 
I siiiil rtll this apologies that I was acquainted with i 
Ai-ahif, suitable to the circunistsiiices, and imniediatel; 
llii'j' were all delighted to Ree me, and no excuse wouL 
aavi- me from [>artaking of their food. At last 
ciiiisijiili'd on eouditiou of every one returning to tl* 
\A\\\-v. wiiieh lie occupied previous to my uneeremoniou 
di-^ffiit. 

I Imil seen the patriarchal and tonlly feast given by thi 
sheikh again and again, always with the same dtgniSei 
(loiirtesy on the jmrt of the host, and 1 was glad of an op 
pnrluriily of joining with a poor family at their ordinatj 
evening meal. 

Tlie family consisted of the father and mother, threi 
pi lin girls, and a spoiled Imy. Tliey all squatted on a haii 
clnili round a little striiw tray, on which was spread somt 
hiirli'V hiciid, and in the eentre of the bread stood a largt 
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earthenware bowl filled with ki%lik. The ki%hk has a smell 
like sauerkraut ; it is made of lahan (sour milk) and burgal 
(crushed wheat), which are mixed together and left stand- 
ing until the whole mass is rotten. Then it is diied in the 
sun, and served up in many ways. 

Our feast consisted of kuhk^ with a little greasy water 
poured over it, and well stirred up with a spoon. The 
women withdrew their veils, exposing mouths and chins 
horribly tattooed. The father of the family leant forward, 
,and with a " Bismilla" (In the name of God) took a hand- 
ful of the kiahk^ rolled it up in a ball, and threw it into his 
mouth. The others did accordingly. I confined myself 
exclusively to the black bread and biuss bowl of water, 
which was handed round. 

The smell of the kishk was sickening, and the bread, 
which was baked with cow's dung, had too much of the 
flavour of the fuel. Tlie boy bullied his sisters and mother, 
patronized me, and contradicted hLs father on grave points 
of history, archaeology, and domestic economy. The father 
seemed to enjoy his son's triumphs over himself. 

One of the reasons why this boy assumed such airs with 
his father, was that he was one of the ukkal^ or initiated in 
the higher mysteries of the Druze religion, a rank to which 
his father could not attain, lus he would not abstain from 
swearing and smoking, and so he remained among the 
jahhdly or ignorant, while his precocious boy of twelve 
was received into tlie highest rank. 

When the maidens had each disposed of four or five 
balls apiece of kishk^ about the size of a pigeon's egg, they 

2b 



J70 



FAfMYRA AND ZENOBIA. 



eUi'ted up aud fell back onw Ijy one. This is the rule ; no 
one waits for another at tabic. They feed rapidly and 
ttilenlly, mid each one withdraws when he has doiiu. 

LcJiviug uiy hospitable ciiterUiiiiers, I procei-dcd to the 
square tower at tht- west of tlie village. It is a gical 
tomb built in imitation of the Palmyra towora. with /oru/t 
TOund tho wiilU for the reception of bodieii. It lias n fint 
Greek inscription over the entrance. 

Whilo copying wi inscription in a garden wall close by 
the tower a tivll, venei-abie Druze issued from a hole in a 
ruin, which apiwared to be only an irregular heap of stones 
and approaching took up a position beside me. Ho told 
nie many wonderful stories, for the Driixe people have an 
amazing faculty for believing the incredible. 

Tlie sheikh had taken a fancy to me, I was so good a 
listener, and invited me to his den. I refused to accom- 
pany hini, urging the lateness of the hour, but being ;u'tii- 
ally iifniid f>f this strange old man, whom 1 saw lieaviiig 
with inspirati'in in the glow of the setting sun. 

When i rose to depart he sei/.ed my arm with a force 
tlnit I did not think Wits in liim, and began h> dmg me 
towards the ruin which be called his house. I went 
quietly along with him till just at the door, when, feeling 
his grasp relax, I plucked my arm out of his hand, and. 
jumping over a low wall, turned at a distance of ten or 
twelve yards to apologize. 

As I hurried back to the tent I met the whole Druze 
population, who had been to our camp to see my wonder- 
ful gun, which my muleteers liad informed them "has 
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only to be wound up, and it will blaze away as long as 
you like without missing." 

On April the 15th we were early working our way over 
the execrable imth l)etween Lohf and 'Aliiry. The grim 
appearance of the bivsalt was here relieved by the glancing 
green of the hxitm trees that grow among the stones. 
In about an hour we approached two beautiful tdU^ or 
conical hills, witli fields of waving wheat sweeping round 
their bases, and surging up their sides, but not reaching 
to the top. 'Ahiry is at the base of the second telU which 
is named Tell 'Amm&r. 

This town is distinguished from all the towns of the 
Lejah in liaving a perennial sui)ply of water. Among the 
numerous inscriptions that abound here we find tlie names 
of Aumos and Agenes, ancient deities of the Hauran. 

On every side we saw Roman remains and Greek in- 
scriptions, and from the iell we saw tlie abiding traces 
of the Roman dominion, in the road, stretching away in 
stmight lines througli the stony wilderness. 

Sheikh Hussein pressed us much to st4iy for break- 
fcist, but time pressed us still more to move, lOs we 
wished to cut right tln-ough the Lejah, and far out into 
the plain at the other side, during the day. Tlie crowd 
that gathered round us here was of the usual character. 

The Druzes, in person and dress, differ from the Mos- 
lems and Christians, who are pretty much alike. The 
tub-like turban ^ of the Druzes gives them a top-heavy 

1 The Druze turban consists of a white felt cap, which is covered by 
the red fez, aud this is swathed about ^ith calico until it assumes the 
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iippeamncu ; nnii indeed, heaviness, I might say grosa- 
iiesn. ill limb Htid featuie, is their general characieriNUc. 
They arts often verj- fair, have blue eyes, aiid are geiier- 
ttUy fat and ruddy. They are always well clothed, and 
live seldom inut with hare footed. 

The Mosleniit and Christians who live among the 
Drur.cs are, as a rule, lean and lithe, have black hair, 
dark, piercing eyes, and olive complexions. They wear 
a handkerchief over the head, fastened there with a hair- 
iiijjp, and hanging down over the Bhonldens. They wear 
also a kind of cotton gown, with a sack-like gannent 
^ thrown over it, and they are constantly met barefooted. 
Tliey are ** the hewera of wood ami drawera of water " 
to Vie Ilaur.in Druzes. 

We .struck once more into the Lejiih in the direction 
of Dama, without guide or guard, as usual, though 
eveiyI>ody assured us that the Amba were in our [>ath. 
I hail Iwen over the road once before, and we were, in 
fact, bi.'i.'oining sceptical about the ferocity of the Arabs. 
Besiide-s, I liad previous lessons in the Hauraii on the 
value of guides and guards. 

Once when reconnoitring the country with a view to 
future operations, we became excited at Khubab in read- 
ing the description of the wondrous approach of Dama. 
"Lofty, in]])ending cliffs," "deep gullies and ravines," 
"a will! labyiiiith that none but the Arabs can [K.'ne- 
trate." are scenes rarely within one's reach, and too 

(llinCTisloiis Iff a tub .ibi>ut eight inches deep and eigtileen iuchca in 
diameter. 
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tempting to be passed without a visit. A spice of 
danger was added to the wondrous bill of fare; for if 
we showed paper and pencil, which we certainly would 
do, we would be taken for magicians, and set upon by 
lawless vagabonds with clubs and stones. We had 
liitherto found everything tamer than we had expected, 
and our faces were at once set to go to Dama. 

My companion had a magnificent rifle, which was 
safely packed up at the bottom of a box, and he 
carried a breech-loading fowling-piece — so much im- 
proved that it could hardly 1x3 fired at all. Our Arab 
guide had a dabbous; but then, we miglit calculate that 
he would he on the wrong side with this murderou« 
weapon. Our guard, a Kurdish soldier, carried a little 
howitzer with a flint lock ; but the arm had not been 
fired for a quarter of a century, nor was it ever loaded 
during our whole tour. My servant had also tied him- 
self to a tremendous pistol; but he fired it for the first 
and last time as we were entering Damascus on our 
return, and it bui'st in the most becoming manner, 
blowing the lock into the air and injuring his hand. 

Tims formidably equipped, and with a supply of stick- 
ing-plaster, we entered the Lejah on our perilous ad- 
venture. For the first hour we had to trace out our own 
way, as neither guide nor guard appeared, but at last they 
overtook us, and still urged us to go back. 

We had set our lives upon a (;ast, and we would stand 
the hazard of the die ! At last we reached Dama, and 
just as we came up to the entrance of the town, three 
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wiiiiii-ii ruHlicd up out of a deep pit where they had been 
lining KkiiM with wiitcr. Tliey raised a wild screum, and 
notwithstanding I cried, " \Vi! me not enemies, O sistei-s," 
the sisUtrii runlied over thu ruina tike Ligresiies, scrcamiug. 
and disiippeared. 

They wei-e tramendoiin women, Amazons of Uie Hauraii. 
tilt* only remains- of the giniite that I feel certain abniil 
having seen in the whole district. "Now, we ai-e in for 
it," we both utterad in the same instant, " foi- the women 
will hiing the town upon us," My friend looked round to 
give a parting salute to the retreating guaiil, but lie was 
nowhere to be seen. In fact, our whole party had dis- 
covered something extremely interesting in tbe rcai', and 
did nut join us for nearly an hour. 

After waiting like Bob Acres, with our valour oozing 
out at our fiugei-s" ends, and no infuriated mob coming to 
attack us, we jiicked up courage and entered the town 
vi et armis. The women bad evidently bidden among 
the ruins, for the only buniau beings we saw in the placu 
were three most savage-looking men, armed with dab- 
bouses. These men kept away from us a distance of 
about four hundred yan.Is, and we could not induce tbem 
to approach us, or to wait till we should ai»proach them. 

We wandered at will through the ruins, descended into 
vaults, and ascended into dormitories, and rambled over 
suites of apartments, and copied inscriptions, and shot 
partridges, and neitlier gave nor received injury. Neither 
did we see the "impending cliffs" nor "deep ravines." 

The inscriptions proved to be of little value, and Dama 
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did not seem to have ever been of any great iiupoiiance. 
It contains the ruins of one large building, the gate of 
which is adorned with vines and grapes, similar to what 
we saw at Kanawat. The houses were good, solid struc- 
tures, a la Hauran, but they were all in a ruinous state. 
The town, which stood in one of the most dismal spots of 
the great lava bed, had neither spring nor fountain, as far 
as we could ascertain ; but the rocks beyond the walls 
were full of excavated cisterns, the sides of which were 
plastered with cement, and in most of the houses we 
saw "broken cisterns" half filled with their stone roofs, 
which had fallen in. In subtermnean chambers the winter 
rains were preserved for summer use. 

In this dreary and deserted region we came upon 
patches of the most wonderful colouring. Wherever the 
soil remained among the rocks, " we scarce could see the 
ground for tlowers." Crimson poppies, and white daisies, 
and yellow rape, and green grass, made a strikingly lovely 
picture, set in a rigid frame of black basalt. 

Should any one accuse us of foolhardiness for going 
through the Hauran in those times without a guard, the 
foregoing experiences are our justification for dispensing 
with such impedimenta, especially as one's guards always 
bully the weak, cringe to the strong, and abuse the hos- 
pitality of one's hosts generally. The one great use of 
guards — to bear home the news in case you should be 
killed — we did not take deeply into consideration, and so, 
guardless and alone, we crossed the Lejali at 'Ahiry and 
made straight for Dama. 
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At Jirst we found the country rough, but generaJly cut 
Tip iiittt lields, many of wlucli were cultivated. The Btonea 
liail beuu gathered into hearts, and built up in fences. i& 
VA dmie in the mountainous piuts of Ireland and Scotlnnd. 
As we penetrated further, the cultivation increased, aiiJ 
fxlended up nearly to Damn. 

As we ^tiissed Deir Dauia on our right, two tall Araln 
came in sight, ou our path Ixifore us, and jui^t as the}~ saw 
us one of them deliberately stooped for a stone, which 
he held in his hand under his garments. They were 
thoroughly armed, and they came up to us in a veiy defi- 
ant manner, and the one who picked up the stone — a tall, 
desperate-looking character — came up in front of my 
companion's horse anil stoppeil it. I kept at a distance 
behind, to one side, and ready for any emergency ; and the 
Arabs, after measuring ouv strength, and concluding that 
the balance of chances was against tlieni, stood sullenly 
aside, and let us pass. 

Our servanfci, however, urged us never to let the 
Arabs come so close to us. They pointed out that 
tliey were armed with swords and clubs, and as one of 
them had a large stone in his hand, the battle would 
have been over before we could have had time to begin. 
It seems we should challenge at a distance all Arabs we 
met. 

We were greatlj' surprised at the amount of arable land 
wliich we found in the heart of the Lejah. We turned off 
the ordinary track at Dama to go to Ilart&n, and wandered 
for a long time out of the beaten path, and we came fully 
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to comprehend the secret of the numerous towns and 
cities contained in Argob. 

Almost the whole country had once been under cultiva- 
tion, and the little fields, when not now under cultivation, 
are green with soft, rich grass. 

South-west of Dama, also, about one-third of the fields 
contained wheat and barley. As we approached Jedal the 
cultivated ground became more rare, but everywhere we 
saw traces of former cultivation. 

Again from Jedal the cultivation extended with occa- 
sional interruptions up to the rugged margin of the Lejah. 
Burckhardt, when writing of this part of the country, 
speaks of " the number of small patches of meadow, which 
afford excellent pasture for the cattle of the Arabs," but 
we were utterly taken by surprise to find such an amount 
of arable land cultivated, and non-cultivated, as exists in 
these parts. The land is also of a very good quality and 
easily worked, like all soil in basaltic regions. 

West of Jed&l, we met several flocks of goats, and as 
our servants had been vainly looking out for water all 
day, we called a halt in order that we might get some 
milk. The first goatherd we met was a little boy whose 
only garment was a single piece of white calico, which 
was hung round his neck like a scarf, and fell down on 
each side, partially covering him. It was with great diffi- 
culty that we could get him to undei'stand what we 
wanted. Soon a second boy, dressed like the former, but 
a little older, came forth like a fairy from among the rocks. 
He was very zealous to strike a bargain with us. We 
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I>rc'inisLid luTU ii piiisUjr fur the full of a cojjper biisin which 
he curried with liitu, but he insisted on having his mooej 
in adviuice. We produced a silver piece which was oue- 
eigbth more tlmii a piaster, hut he firmly deehircd Uiat he 
must liave a piaster, and that he would tiikt- neither niore 
nor lesa. 

Whilo we were lying in tlie grass, drinking the milk, 
two great tall Aralw insned from the rocks, and eyed us 
from a diBtjince. They then approached one of the mule- 
teers, who was feeding his mule on the wheat at a dis- 
tance from iiti, and aiiked him if we would Hurrender. 

He replie<l, " Not if there were two thousand of you 
instead nf two : for the Khawaj&t have guns that fire thirty 
shots a minute, and live thousand an hour." The logic 
was conclusive, for the Arabs said, " Walla," and came up 
to us at once. 

One of them was over six feet two inches high, but 
looked much taller. His dress consisted of a single coai-se 
calico shirt, and a leathern girdle round his waist, from 
which a dagger was suspended. He had nothing on his 
enormous black head, and bis buttered and plaited locks 
hung down his shoulders. He was barefooted, and his 
right arm, which was tattooed with figures of camels in the 
most archaic style, was bare to tlie shoulder, exhibiting 
muscular development in the highest perfection. 

This, and the Arab who crossed our path in the morn- 
ing, were the finest specimens of their race, physically, I 
hiul yet met, and I doubt if I have ever seen a man so 
powerfully buill as that almost naked savage. 
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On coming up, lie assured us, in a somewhat grand man- 
ner, that he was a Seliit Arab; but seeing that we were not 
mightily impressed with the information, he overwhelmed 
us with the additional fact that Abu Suliman, whom all 
dread, was his sheikh. We assured him that we were 
greatly delighted to know that he was a Selut Arab, and 
that his slieikh was Abu Suliman, but that we wanted 
another piaster's worth of milk ; whereupon his highness 
stooped down, caught a little goat, and provided us with 
what we wanted, taking care, however, to get i)aid in full, 
and a little more. 

By-and-by, another little Ai*ab, in the same undress as 
the former, issued from among the rocks, and the three 
stood timorously watching all our movements. The tall 
Arabs were very greedy, and asked us for everything we 
had, like children. 

The little boys were more easily satisfied, and seemed 
filled with delight on receiving a few percussion caps. 
They had never heard of Adam, or David the shepherd, 
or the other Good Shepherd who gave His life for the 
sheep. They were wild and hardy as the goats and sheep 
they were tending, a little higher intellectually, and not so 
well clad or cared for. They all assured us that no one in 
their tribe could read, and so they had no use for our 
books. 

As we approached Zobeir, the ground became more 
wavy, and as we had to go along the hollows and had no 
steady object in view, we ke[)t moving about for a time 
almost in a circle. We fill hurried up to an elevated 
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puiut. iKlieving that we had almost reached the vilhige, 
wbuu, to our surprise, we discovered it be)iiiid us, iiiul 
that we hiwi been going further from it, instead of iipproiich- 
ing closer to it, \» we thus wiiudoi-ed about, wk had 
additional opijortunities of seeing the capabilities of Uia 
land, and of forming an idea of the high state of perfec- 
tion to which it must have been brought, for almost every- 
where, even on the bare ixjcks, we saw traces of former 
cultivation, and we ceased to wonder that bo many ruins 
existed among the sable waves of the Lejah. 

By keeping our eye fixed ou the highest rock in the 
line of our march, we at last got fiee of the mazy waves 
among which we were entangled, and soon we emerged 
once more on the open plain at Khnbab. 

As we cast our eye along the black rocky coast- 
line, we thought of the striking appropriateness of the 
Hebrew word Mehel, always applied to Ai^b in the 
Bible, whctlier tliat word means a rope, in reference 
to its " sharply defined border," or whether, aa would 
be equally appi-opriate, the word signifies a wave. 

We now proceeded north-west for more than an hoar, 
through an unbroken flat of level wheat, in which we 
passed an enormous (lock of gazelles, and reached Boseir 
at the going down of the sun. We soon discovered that 
the iiiliabitants of the place were Christians, by their 
curiosity and activity. They swarmed about us, bring- 
ing antiquities, and eggs and milk, unasked, and showed 
iHUoh eagerness to make bai^ains with us. 

The people, having finished the ploughing and sow- 
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ing, were all busily engaged in dressing mill-stones, 
and we were shown eight wliich were purchased on the 
day of our arrival, by a merchant from Akka, for forty 
napoleons. We passed an uncomfortable night at Buseir, 
and though the rain poured down upon us, we were 
obliged to pay for water for ourselves and horses. 

On April IGth we started early for Damascus. Our 
path lay through a stony, cultivated plain, in which 
hundreds of storks were marching up and down the 
wheat in straight lines, and partridges were shouting 
from rock to rock. As we approached the Ilajj road 
we saw enormous flocks of vultures, soaring and wheel- 
ing, and tilling the air before us. We soon learned the 
cause. " Where the carcass is, there will the vultures 
be gathered together." 

The great caravan of j)ilgrims from Mckka had passed 
that way the day before, and had left their track strewed 
with horses, and mules, and camels, dead and dying. 
Apparently no officer from the Society for Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals accompanies the Hajj, and so 
the holy men lide on their animals till the saddles sink 
into the bones, and when they can force them along ho 
further, they abandon them to die of their wounds and 
thii-st. 

The vultures come along a day in the rear of the 
j)ilgrim.>, and strip the quivering flesh off the animals 
ere thoy are quit« dead. They all fall upon a carcass 
together, and when they have stripped it bare, they rise 
like a mighty whirlwind into the air, and ascend and 



384 P/ILMV/iA AND ZENOBJA. 

Bi>ar round and round for a few miuutes, until one of 
them, espying a new victim, strikes off at a tangent 
fitim the huge, revolving vulture cloud, and draws the 
lest after it in the farm of a comet, of which it is the 
nucteua. 

Down, down they come swooping on their prey, and 
they covei' the animal until nothing is ^eou but a strug- 
gling heap of vultures; and so intent are they on the 
feast, that you might run in among them and knock 
them down with a stick. All the vultm-es of Arabia 
seemed to bo gathei'ed together iu tliis one great army, 
and they were bo confident that they stood red in tainn 
and beak and watched us from a few yards' distancG as 
we passed. 

We hiiltL'd at Kesweli,' a town on the 'Awaj, where the 
river has made a little paradise among the bare red fields. 
The pilgrims hiid abandoned the place a few hours previ- 
ous to our arrival, and everytliing Avas abominably filthy, 
except the little stream of running water. 

We approached Damascus, bringing up the rear of the 
Haj], but it being Wednesday, an unlucky day, the cara- 
van could not officially enter the Holy City, Some of the 
pilgrims of thu worldly sort pushed on straight to their 



' "The accurate Hurckhanil" Hoiiietiines lakes one's breiitli away. 
He says, El-Kesweli is a coiisider.ibie villas situati'd im tlic river 'Awaj, 
or the Croi.ki'd, wliicli flows from tlie iiriglibouvlioiid ot llasbeya, ami 
waters tlio [-lain of Dji'lan (" Travi'ls in Syria anil tlie Holy Land," p. 
5"). llf; WdiiUl liavp little trouble in niakinsr a " stream meander level 
with its fiiunt," will) enuM liriiig tlip 'Aivaj over Mount Hermon frum 
llii.sbej a or carry ii over Jmilau. 
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homes ; but the devout ones were sitting outside the walls, 
quarrelling and swearing, and plying the instruments of 
King James' luxury, their nails ; and when their wives and 
children came out to meet them after a long absence, they 
did not rise to receive their welcome or show any sign of 
gladness at meeting them once more. We met crowds 
coming out of the city to kiss the hands and beards of 
these holy pilgrims, and their blessing wivs eagerly sought.^ 
Keating would have been useful. 

As we entered the " pearly Damascus " in its emerald set- 
ting, after a weary ride through an uninteresting country, 
we could thoroughly sympathize with the extravagant 
manner in which the Arabs speak of " the Pleasant^^^ " the 
Honourable^'' " the Soly^' *' the Blessed " Damascus. 

I have thus endeavoured to present a simple picture of 
Biishan, it*; people and ruins, as I saw* them. No doubt the 
picture is only a sketchy outline, but it is an outline of all 
the imi)ortant part«. 

Moreover, in the disposition of light and shade I have 
had no theory to support, and therefore I have had no in- 
ducement to distort facts to give colour to my own precon- 
ceived opinions. I have sought truth for its own sake, 
without any attempt to champion Scripture history, or 
prophecy, believing, as I do, that simple facts in every de- 
partment of human research l)est illustrate the Divine ' 
Word. 

i The prophet said, ** God panlons the pilgrim, and him for whom the 
pilgrim prays." Hence, on meeting the pilgrim, the people say, "Pray 
for pardon for me," to wliich the pilgiim replies, *' Allah, pardon him." 

20 
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N" one neeti l>e discouraged because the picture is poor 
ill mechanical evidemse of the pre- Israel itish inhabitants pf 
Biishaii, when he remembers how many thousand ye^re the 
spoilerH have been witbi]) her borders ; that the Romans, 
who reconstructed her ciLies, pulled down to build up j and 
above all, wheu he remembers what destruction a few cen- 
tiiiies of misrule have been able to accomplish in the 
splendid cities of Syria.' 

And is not the light shed on the Sacred Record by sim- 
ple facte, of a nature to satisfy the most utilitarian inves- 
tigator? That Bashan contained an enormous number of 
towns is a fact proved beyond all cavil.' 

The ruins of " the towns of Jair, which are in Bashan, 
threescore eitiea" (Josh. xiii. 30), are there to this dnj', 
some of them unchanged even in name, and we have seen, 
from the tokens of a former cultivation, that these cities 
had extensive resources in their own strange land. 

But with the picture, I irish to present a plea on be- 
half of the inhabitants of Bashan. We are the heredi- 
tary friends of the Druzes. They look on us as their 
protectors, and welcome us among them as their bene- 

' III digging the foundation at tlie Presbyterian church in Dama$cuB, 
Roman reuiainn were found to a depth of fifteen feet ; thus the floors of 
the liouses in Uic Damascus of lo-dny oecnp; nearly the same position as 
did the roofs of llic Imnses in tlie Daniascufi of Augustus. 

^ Burckliardt, during two brief tflnrsin Bashan in 1812, discovered one 
liiindreil and seventy-one ruins. Since tlien, Porter, Waddington, and 
others have brought important ruins to light which were iinnoticcil by 
BurckhardL 1 have in my note-book over two hundred names of places 
ill BaNlian, all of considerablp importance. A rich harvest still awaits 
the patient arcbieologist in that wonderful land. 
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factoi's ; but liave we ever done anything for thera ? For 
a few individuals, yes. For the Druze people, no. 
Bashan as a mission field has never been occupied, nor 
are there in existence within its borders any really serious 
direct missionary operations. 

And yet there is no more attractive mission field for 
a missionary of manly piety than among the chivalrous 
Druzes of the Hauran. 

Nor have we any reason to consider a mission to the 
Druzes hopeless, for they who believed, through the preach- 
ing of Dorazy, in the incarnation of the msid Fatimite, 
El-Hakem, would surely Ix? brought, through the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, which is the Power of God, to l)elieve 
in the incarnation of Jesus, who is the Wisdom of God. 

And let me add, without presumption, that whatever 
church or people attempts mission work in the Haumn, 
should send their best man to the work, one of themselves, 
who will carry the living sympathy of liis people with 
him ; for a mere hireling, or adventurer, will be .as impo- 
tent for good .OS the prophet's servant when laying a 
lifeless stick on the face of a dead child. 
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